


THE 


Py © FP ES FIRST — 


SPEAKS 


Published every April, July, October, and January. 


Each issue identifies, indexes, and presents either in full or in 
part the addresses and writings of the Holy Father during the 
preceding three months. 


Editorial Board 
e Editors: Frederick Dyer and John O’Neil. 


e Associate editors: Sister M. Claudia, I.H.M., Henry Lefebure ; 
Rosabelle Kelp; Joseph Sprug; Marie T. Houser. 
Special translator: Rev. Austin Vaughan, Rome. 


Advisory Board 


Rev. Edmond D. Benard Rev. Francis A. Marrocco 

Rev. Eugene Burke, C.S.P. Rev. Francis J. Powers, C.S.V. 

Very Rev. Francis J. Most Rev. Ambrose Senyshyn 
Connell, C.SS.R. Rt. Rev. Maurice S. Sheehy 

Rev. John C. Ford, S.J. Rev. Gerard S. Sloyan 

Rev. Thomas Harte, C.SS.R. Rev. Ferrer Smith, O.P. 

Rev. William Hill, S.S. Rev. James VanderVeldt, O.F.M. 

Very Rev. Harry C. Koenig Mr. Eugene P. Willging 


Subscription prices: $4.00 a year; $7.00 two years; $10.00 three 
years. Single copy $1.00. For Canada and other countries: 
$4.50; $7.50; and $10.50. Special rates for quantity lots. 
Reprints of individual documents in any number may also be 
ordered. Appropriate advertising will be accepted. Address , 
all correspondence to THE POPE SPEAKS, 4511 Cumberland 
Ave., Chevy Chase 15, Maryland. 


Application for entry as second-class matter is pending. 


Cover by Quackenbush Studios, Akron, Ohio 
cum permissu superiorum 


Vol, I, No. 1. 














THE 


PE © P) ie FIRST — 


SPEAKS 

@ Published every April, July, October, and January. 

@ Each issue identifies, indexes, and presents either in full or in 
part the addresses and writings of the Holy Father during the 
preceding three months. 

@ Editorial Board 
e Editors: Frederick Dyer and John O’Neil. 

e Associate editors: Sister M. Claudia, I1.H.M., Henry Lefebure ; 
Rosabelle Kelp; Joseph Sprug; Marie T. Houser. 
Special translator: Rev. Austin Vaughan, Rome. 

@ Advisory Board 
Rev. Edmond D. Benard Rev. Francis A. Marrocco 
Rev. Eugene Burke, C.S.P. Rev. Francis J. Powers, C.S.V. 
Very Rev. Francis J. Most Rev. Ambrose Senyshyn 

Connell, C.SS.R. Rt. Rev. Maurice S. Sheehy 
Rev. John C. Ford, S.J. Rev. Gerard S. Sloyan 
Rev. Thomas Harte, C.SS.R. Rev. Ferrer Smith, O.P. 
Rev. William Hill, S.S. Rev. James VanderVeldt, O.F.M. 
Very Rev. Harry C. Koenig Mr. Eugene P. Willging 
@ Subscription prices: $4.00 a year; $7.00 two years; $10.00 three 


years. Single copy $1.00. For Canada and other countries: 
$4.50; $7.50; and $10.50. Special rates for quantity lots. 
Reprints of individual documents in any number may also be 
ordered. Appropriate advertising will be accepted. Address 
all correspondence to THE POPE SPEAKS, 4511 Cumberland 
Ave., Chevy Chase 15, Maryland. 


Application for entry as second-class matter is pending. 
Cover by Quackenbush Studios, Akron, Ohio 
cum permissu superiorum 


Vol. I, No. 1. 


Preface 


To the faithful the Pope speaks as the Vicar of Christ. 
To the world he speaks as the head of an old and great insti- 
tution. To both he speaks as a man with a remarkable fund 
of information and wisdom on a thousand and one topics. 


We have set ourselves the task of presenting in English 
the current addresses and writings of the reigning Pontiff, 
of encoring past documents, and of maintaining a guide, an 
index, and something of a clearinghouse of information with 
regard to papal publications. 


THE PoPE SPEAKS is not entirely new. Even its title is one 
which has occurred before in this country and abroad. Other 
individuals and organizations have gone far to bring the 
words of the popes to the world. Their outstanding efforts 
and example have laid the foundation for the text-service we 
seek to furnish. 


The accomplishments and needs of these many workers 
already in the field, the increasing demands of many profes- 
sions and occupations for convenient access to complete texts, 
and the burning desire of the Church in English-speaking 
countries to know more quickly and more fully the mind of 
the Holy Father are the circumstances which have called 
THE POPE SPEAKS into existence and will guide its develop- 
ment. 


THE EDITORS. 











Completeness.—Not every address or letter of the Holy 
Father is published immediately by the Vatican. Some- 
times several weeks or even months elapse between the 
date of a discourse or letter and its publication. There- 
fore the appearance of a document in THE POPE SPEAKS 
is based not on its delivery date but upon its publication 
date in the first periodical to carry it—usually Osserva- 
tore Romano. 


Titling.—To provide for consistent identification of 
papal documents, we will include four elements in every 
title: Subject matter, audience, first words of the origi- 
nal language text, and date. 


Other Contents—THE POPE SPEAKS is primarily a 
text service. To a certain extent it will also act as a 
clearing-house for information concerning papal sub- 
jects. For this reason it will welcome correspondence 
with regard to new projects in the field of papal studies: 
books, courses, institutes, and projects of various sorts. 


Translations.—Translations are obtained from various 
sources: Vatican Press, NCWC, London Tablet, Catholic 
Truth Society, and from other recognized translators as 
well as from scholars commissioned by THE POPE SPEAKS. 
It happens sometimes that the first public translations 
were rushed to meet printing schedules. Such transla- 
tions are modified as necessary and sectional headings 
are supplied when used here. The source of each transla- 
tion is indicated in the note to each document. Unless 
otherwise specified, translations are from the Osser- 
vatore text. 
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Feed My lambs... 





feed My sheep 


John 21: 15-17 











Television: Its Public 
and Private Effects 


Letter to the Bishops of Italy 


I rapidi progressi 


ENERABLE Brothers, Health 

and Apostolic Benediction: 

The rapid progress which 
television has already made in 
many countries draws Our atten- 
tion more and more to this marvel- 
ous instrument which science and 
technology offer humanity, des- 
tined as it is to have a profound 
influence for good or evil on public 
and private life. 

In Italy, too, television is about 
to inaugurate regular transmis- 
sions. The project already in hand 
of a vast network of stations 
throughout the whole country fore- 
shadows a remarkable development 
of this new and potent means of 
expression and diffusion of images, 
ideas, thought, and of art. 

No one can fail to recognize the 
importance of this event. It puts 
before the public a whole new 
series of delicate and urgent prob- 
lems of conscience, and the neces- 
sity for active vigilance and for or- 
ganization in this field too. 

It is a great comfort to Us, Ven- 
erable Brothers, to know that you 
share Our preoccupations in this 
regard, and We thank you sincere- 


January 1, 1954 


ly for it. Convinced, therefore, of 
the gravity of the matter, We think 
the moment has come to address 
you concerning it, to exhort you to 
persevere in your praiseworthy 
efforts and in order that your com- 
bined action, appropriately di- 
rected by the norms which We in- 
tend to give, may be timely and 
efficacious in its effect and bear 
lasting and salutary fruit. 


A splendid conquest of science 


Let Us fully acknowledge, Ven- 
erable Brothers, the worth of this 
splendid conquest of science, for it 
is another manifestation of the ad- 
mirable greatness of God, “which 
He reveals to man in order to be 
honored in His wonderful works” 
(Eccl. 38, 6). So television, too, 
obliges Us all to gratitude, a duty 
which the Church never wearies of 
inculcating in her children every 
day in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass, telling them that “‘it is really 
worthy and just, right and salu- 
tary, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to God” for His gifts. 

Such were Our thoughts, Ven- 
erable Brothers, when We were 
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able to use this means for the first 
time at Easter, 1949, to communi- 
cate with Our sons, and while Our 
voice reached them their eyes could 
meet Our person. Our words even 
then were: “We hope that tele- 
vision will play an important role 
in making truth ever clearer to 
minds sincerely seeking it.” 


Many benefits 


In recent times the cinema, 
sports, not to mention the dire 
necessities of daily work, have in- 
creasingly tended to keep members 
of the family away from home, and 
thus the natural blossoming of 
domestic life has been upset. We 
must be glad, then, that television 
contributes efficaciously to reestab- 
lish the balance, by providing the 
whole family with an opportunity 
for honest diversion together, away 
from the dangers of bad company 
and places. 

Neither may We be indifferent 
to the beneficial consequences 
which television can have in social 
matters, in relation to culture, to 
popular education, to teaching in 
the school and in the international 


life of peoples, for it will certainly 
help them to a greater mutual 
knowledge and understanding and 
promote more cordial feelings and 
better reciprocal cooperation. 


Spreading the Gospel 


Nevertheless, it is on the part 
which television will not fail to 
play in spreading the Gospel mes- 
sage that We wish to dwell 
especially. In this respect, the con- 
soling results which have accom- 
panied the industry of Catholics in 
countries where television has 
existed for some time are known 
to Us. But who can foresee the na- 
ture and magnitude of the new 
fields opened to the Catholic apos- 
tolate, when television stations, 
established all over the world, will 
permit a still closer view of the 
throbbing life of the Church? It 
is Our earnest hope that the spirit- 
ual links which bind the great 
Christian family will then be 
drawn still tighter, and that a 
greater knowledge, a deeper under- 
standing and a wider extension of 
God’s reign on earth may follow 
the use of this marvelous instru- 

















Reported in Osservatore Romano, Jan. 2-3, 1954. Translation by Vatican Press. 


Television is a great gift from the bounty of Science, which in turn is another 
nanifestation of the greatness of God. But its advantages increase its dangers. 
t can bring the family together, promote understanding and cooperation among 
peoples, and aid the Christian apostolate; or it can bring materialism and frivolity 
into the home itself. Normal vigilance is not enough, nor are arguments of abso- 
lute freedom of art and information valid where such high values are at stake. 
Catholics must do more than deplore abuses, they must call them to the attention 
of the public authorities. They must make television an instrument of Christian 
education. Clergy and laity must act in unity and harmony and ensure in the 
faithful, particularly in parents and teachers, a right conscience regarding the use 
of television. Such a conscience will forewarn of dangers and will conform itself 
to the judgments of ecclesiastical authority. 
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ment in diffusing the light of the 
Gospel message in men’s minds. 


Serious dangers 


Such considerations, however, 
should not make one forget another 
aspect of this delicate and impor- 
tant question. If, indeed, television, 
when well regulated, can be an ef- 
fective means of a sound, Chris- 
tian education, it is also true that 
it is not free from dangers, be- 
cause of the abuses and evils to 
which it can be perverted by hu- 
man weakness and malice. These 
dangers are all the more grave as 
the power of suggestion of this in- 
vention is greater, and its audience 
wider and more indiscriminate. 

Different from the theater and 
the cinema, which limit their plays 
to those who attend of their own 
free choice, television is directed 
especially to family groups, made 
up of persons of every age, of both 
sexes, of differing education and 
moral training. Into that circle it 
brings the newspaper, the chron- 
icle of events, the drama. Like the 
radio it can enter at any time, any 
home and any place, bringing not 
only sounds and words but the de- 
tailed vividness and action of pic- 
tures; which makes it more capable 
of moving the emotions, especially 
of youth. In addition, television 
programs are made up in great 
part of cinema films and stage pro- 
ductions, too few of which, as is 
known from experience, can fully 
satisfy the standards of Christian 
and natural moral law. Finally, it 
should be noted that television 
finds its most avid and rapt de- 
votees among children and adoles- 
cents who, because of their very 
youth, are more apt to feel its 


fascination and, consciously or un- 
consciously, to translate into real 
life the phantasms they have ab- 
sorbed from the lifelike pictures 
of the screen. 

It is easy, therefore, to realize 
how television is very intimately 
bound up with the education of 
youth and even the sanctity of the 
home. 


Public responsibility 


Now, when We think of the in- 
calculable value of the family, 
which is the very cell of society, 
and reflect that within the home 
must be begun and carried out the 
physical as well as the spiritual 
development of the child, the preci- 
ous hope of the Church and of the 
nation, We cannot fail to proclaim 
to all who have any position of 
responsibility in television that 
their duties and responsibilities 
are most grave before God and 
society. 

Public authorities especially 
have the duty of taking every pre- 
caution that that air of purity and 
reserve which should pervade the 
home be in no way offended or dis- 
turbed; in this regard even the 
wisdom of antiquity, moved by 
religious respect, declared: “Let 
no improper word or sight cross 
the threshold of this home .. . for 
the child one must have the utmost 
reverence.” (Juvenal, Satires, 
XIV, 44, 47). 

We have constantly before Our 
mind the painful spectacle of the 
power for evil and moral ruin of 
cinema films. How, then, can We 
not be horrified at the thought that 
this poisoned atmosphere of ma- 
terialism, of frivolity, of hedon- 
ism, which too often is found in so 
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many theaters, can by means of 
television be brought into the very 
sanctuary of the home? Really, one 
cannot imagine anything more 
fatal to the spiritual health of a 
country than to rehearse before so 
many innocent souls even within 
the family circle those lurid scenes 
of forbidden pleasure, passion and 
evil which can undermine and 
bring to lasting ruin a formation 
of purity, goodness and healthy 
personal and social upbringing. 


Vigilance required 


For these reasons We think it 
opportune to make the point that 
the normal vigilance that must be 
exercised by the authority respon- 
sible for public entertainment is 
not sufficient, in regard to tele- 
vision programs, for securing 
broadcasts unobjectionable from 
the moral point of view. In tele- 
vision, where there is question of 
pictures that will penetrate the 
sanctuary of the family, a differ- 
ent criterion of judgment is neces- 
sary. So one sees the groundless- 
ness, especially in this field, of the 
pretended rights of absolute free- 
dom of art, or of having recourse 
to the pretext of freedom of in- 
formation and of thought, since 
here higher values are at stake 
which must be safeguarded; and 
those who offend against them can- 
not escape the severe sanctions 
threatened by the Divine Saviour, 
“Woe to the world because of 
scandals . woe to the man 
through whom scandal does come!” 
(Matt. 18, 7) 

We cherish the heartfelt hope 
that the noble sense of responsibil- 
ity of those who have authority in 
public life will avail to forestall 


the deplorable occurrences which 
We have deprecated above. In fact, 
We should like to hope that as far 
as programs of cinema or drama 
are concerned, judicious norms will 
be forthcoming, aimed at making 
television serve as a healthy recre- 
ation for people and contribute as 
well in every way to their educa- 
tion and moral improvement. But, 
that these hoped for measures 
achieve their full effect, there must 
be alert and active vigilance on the 
part of all. 

To you, Venerable Brothers, We 
turn first of all, and to all the 
clergy, in this connection making 
Our own the words of St. Paul to 
Timothy: “I charge thee, in the 
sight of God and Jesus Christ, who 
will judge the living and the dead, 
by his coming and by his kingdom: 
preach the word, be urgent in sea- 
son; out of season: reprove, en- 
treat, rebuke with all patience and 
teaching.” (II Tim. 4, 1-2). 

But no less urgently do We turn 
to the laity also, whom We wish to 
see in ever greater numbers and in 
closed ranks around their pastors, 
in this holy crusade, too. In a par- 
ticular way let those whom the 
Church through Catholic Action 
calls to work at the side of the 
hierarchy understand the need for 
timely action, before it is too late, 
to make their presence felt in this 
field. No one has the right to 
watch passively the rapid develop- 
ments in television, when he real- 
izes the extremely powerful in- 
fluence it undoubtedly can exercise 
on the national life, either in pro- 
moting good or in spreading evil. 

And in the event of abuses and 
evils, it is not enough for Catholics 
to remain content with deploring 
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them ; 
brought to the attention of the 
public authorities in quite precise 


these abuses must be 


and documented particulars. In- 
deed, it must be admitted that one 
of the reasons, less noticed perhaps 
but real nonetheless, for the spread 
of so much immorality, is not the 
lack of regulations, but the lack of 
reaction or the weakness of re- 
action of good people, who have not 
known how to make timely de- 
nunciation of violations against the 
public laws of morality. 


Instrument of Christian education 

However, your efforts would still 
be far from fully satisfying Our 
desires and Our hopes if they 
should be restricted simply to 
forming safeguards against evil 
and did not result instead in a 
vigorous accomplishment of good. 
The goal We wish to point out to 
you is this, that television not only 
be morally irreproachable but that 
it may also become an instrument 
of Christian education. 

In this regard, the wise consid- 
erations which Our Predecessor of 
happy memory, Pius XI, addressed 
to the motion picture industry are 
to the point: “Just as the advances 
in art, science, even in technical 
perfection and industrial produc- 
tion are true gifts of God, so also 
they must be directed to the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls 
and must contribute in a practical 
way to the spreading of the king- 
dom of God on earth, so that, as 
the Church bids us pray, we may 
profit by them in such manner as 
not to lose the eternal good: ‘Let 
us so pass through the good things 
of the present as not to lose those 
of eternity.’ ” (Encyclical, Vigil- 
anti cura). 


Catholic programs 


In order to attain this aim, it is 
easy to understand how important 
is the preparation of the programs 
to be televised. Certainly, in a 
country of such. age-old and pro- 
found Catholic traditions as is the 
Italian nation, We have every right 
to hope that television will reserve 
a place proportionate to the im- 
portance which Catholicism enjoys 
in the national life. 

To this end We know well and 
praise highly the provisions al- 
ready made, in the dioceses where 
there are transmitting stations, for 
designating one or more laymen or 
priests whose duty it will be to 
take an interest in the preparation 
of programs of a religious charac- 
ter. We hope, however, that this 
preparation, in order that it may 
prove more beneficial, may be de- 
veloped and coordinated on a na- 
tional scale, directed by a com- 
petent central office, which will 
have the function of giving uni- 
formity to the activity of indivi- 
duals, of drawing profit from the 
fruitful experiences in this field in 
various parts of the world, of 
gathering together the observa- 
tions and advice especially of pas- 
tors of souls, and which at the 
same time may represent in the 
proper places the voice and even 
the mind of the Italian episcopate. 

With an activity of this kind on 
the part of the Bishops, who inter- 
pret the desires of the wholesome 
part of the nation as well as of the 
majority of those who use tele- 
vision, it certainly will be easier, 
in as far as choice of programs is 
concerned, for those responsible to 
resist criteria and evaluations not 
wholly to be recommended, no mat- 
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ter from what quarter they may be 
suggested. So also projects of a 
cultural or organizational nature, 
or of any other kind, promoted in 
the various localities, could be cen- 
tered in the office mentioned above. 
In the vigorous activity of modern 
life, which receives such a power- 
ful impulse from the spirit of or- 
ganization, it is necessary to pro- 
ceed with unity and harmony; es- 
pecially in this field the union of 
Catholics constitutes their power. 


Importance of a right conscience 


At the same time it is more than 
ever urgently necessary to form 
in the faithful a right conscience 
with regard to their Christian duty 
concerning the use of television: a 
conscience, namely, that knows 
how to forewarn against eventual 
dangers and conforms itself to the 
judgments of ecclesiastical au- 
thority on the morality of televised 
presentations. In the first place 
parents and teachers should be en- 
lightened, so that they may not 
have to weep, when it is too late, 
over the spiritual ruins of lost in- 
nocence in the souls of their 
charges. We could not, therefore, 
praise highly enough, as true 
apostles of good, all those who 
according to their capabilities will 
aid you in this beneficial under- 
taking. 


Mary as Patroness 


The work which awaits you, 
Venerable Brothers — let us not 
conceal the fact — is vast and ar- 


duous. May you be encouraged, 
however, by the consciousness of 
fighting for the preservation of 
Christian morality in the midst of 
your flocks; and may your efforts 
be made fruitful by the Immacu- 
late Virgin, to whose maternal pro- 
tection in a particular way, during 
this year dedicated to her, We en- 
trust the success of your holy un- 
dertaking. And just as the first 
steps of television here in Rome, as 
if in favorable omen, contributed 
toward fendering more solemn the 
inauguration of the Marian Year, 
so may its further development 
help in the succeeding triumphs of 
Jesus and Mary, rendering more 
radiant in the souls of all men of 
good will “the light that enlight- 
ens every man who comes into the 


_ world” (John 1, 9), and bringing 


into every home and every place, 
wherever this instrument pene- 
trates, “all that rings true, all that 
commands reverence, all that 
makes for right; all that is pure, 
all that is lovely.” The cause of 
civilization, of religion and of peace 
will be benefited thereby, and “‘the 
God of peace will be with you” 
(Phil. 4, 8-9). 

That Our hopes and Our prayers 
may find a generous response in 
the souls of all, to you, Venerable 
Brothers, to the faithful entrusted 
to your care, and to the conscienti- 
ous and discerning men who dedi- 
cate their activity to television, 
with paternal affection We impart 
the Apostolic Benediction. 




















Aims of an Italian Teachers’ Union 


To the National Congress of the Italian Catholic Union 
of Middle-School Teachers 


Le Giornate Nazionali 


HE National Sessions which 

the Italian Catholic Union of 

Middle-School Teachers has 
held in these days have offered 
Us, beloved sons and daughters, 
the opportunity of seeing all of its 
leaders gathered about Us. Your 
Union has planned this National 
Convention as an opening of the 
celebrations marking the first de- 
cade in the life of your flourishing 
and important Association, which, 
after being established in Rome in 
June, 1944, has rapidly spread 
throughout all Italy. 

These ten years have been wisely 
and fruitfully spent and the vast 
program which your Union has 
set for itself has been vigorously 
extended into different sectors 
to the real benefit of the Italian 
School system. Teachers who sub- 
scribe to your ideals form the ma- 
jority in various national organiza- 
tions which, on the occasion of 
elections in your respective cate- 
gory, have been called on to ex- 
press the direction of their think- 
ing. This happy result would not 
have been achieved without the 
great organizing efforts carried 
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out by the executives of your Union 
nor without the generous coopera- 
tion of many subordinate leaders. 
It will permit you—at least We 
hope so—to carry the demands of 
your economic program through to 
a happy conclusion. We are not 
ignorant of the fact that the salary 
of the greater part of the teachers, 
far from assuring them the free 
time and the money necessary to 
round out their personal training 
and perfect their pedagogical 
methods, instead is barely enough 
for the daily needs of life, especial- 
ly for those who have had the 
courage to take on the responsi- 
bilities of a family. 


Just salary for teachers 


Besides that salary cannot be 
considered to be on a par with your 
serious social responsibility. A so- 
ciety that is really interested in 
intellectual and moral values, a so- 
ciety that does not want to slip and 
slide toward that materialism to 
which it is being drawn by the 
weight of the ever more mechan- 
ical life of technical civilization, 
must show the esteem that it has 
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for the profession of the teacher, 
assuring him a return which cor- 
responds to his social position. Let 
us not forget that the labor which 
produces spiritual values is real 
labor and even, in its kind, more 
lofty than manual labor. This 
should be taken into consideration 
in calculating a just wage. 

There are still too many precari- 
ous conditions in your career, 
problems arising all over again 
each year, denying you security 
for the future, with a consequent 
serious harm to continuity in in- 
struction and to personal forma- 
tion. When one thinks of the small 
place that the salaries of teachers 
hold in the national budget, it stirs 
up a desire that we might see set 
aside under this heading, in so far 
as it is possible, those relatively 
modest sums which would be 
enough to improve the material 
conditions of teachers, and thus 
to improve instruction throughout 
the country and raise the cultural 
level of the whole nation. 


Principal aim 

Still, this activity in behalf of 
better economic conditions is not 
the principal aim of your Union. 
Before all else, it aims at “promot- 
ing and carrying out the moral 
and professional formation of its 
members in relation to their spe- 
cific educational mission.” On Sept. 


4, 1949, We had an opportunity to 
point out to the members of your 
second National Congress the no- 
bility and the importance of your 
lofty educational mission. So there 
is no need to speak at length on 
this point again today. Nor have 
We forgotten how, towards the end 
of the Holy Year (Nov. 4, 1950), 
you offered Us a_ professorial 
Chair, to express your fervent and 
unshaken loyalty to the Chair of 
Peter, Teacher! of truth, from 
which you have learned—and 
through which you teach by your 
example and your activities—all 
that is of importance to man on 
earth. 

During the ten years of activity 
of your Association, which you are 
commemorating in order to impart 
to it a new energy in the way of 
interior life and of orderly, well- 
planned action, three Congresses 
and twenty national Conventions 
have studied many questions of a 
pedagogical, social and scholastic 
nature. They have led to a corre- 
sponding extensive activity, and 
have achieved notable results. Con- 
sciousness of their responsibility 
in the apostolate has been strength- 
ened in many middle-school pro- 
fessors, and Christian thought has 
begun again to inspire certain 
courses of study and organiza- 
tions, whose influences are cer- 
tainly not negligible. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, Jan. 6, 1954. 


Vaughan. 


Translator, Rev. Austin 


This talk is similar in many respects to El especialisimo amor, also appearing 








in this issue. Some of it is local in interest, some of universal application. The 
‘‘Middle-school"’ is a three-year period of general training following five years of 
general schooling and is a preparation for the four-year ‘‘ginasseo"’ after which 
specialization in science or arts begins. 

1 “Teacher” in the Italian modifies “Chair,” not “Peter.” 
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Hence we have good reason to 
render thanks to the Lord for the 
good accomplished. Still, the most 
zealous of you can exclaim humbly 
with St. Paul: “I have planted, 
Apollo watered: but God gave the 
increase” (I Cor. III-6) and add 
along with him: “Forgetting the 
things that are behind and stretch- 
ing forth myself to those that are 
before” (cfr. Phil. III-13). It 
would be a temptation to laziness 
for us to dwell with satisfaction 
on statistics and _ testimonials, 
while there still remains so much 
work to be done to check and push 
back the materialistic current of 
which we spoke recently in our 
Christmas Message. Everyone 
must constantly and energetically 
struggle within himself and in his 
professional social life against in- 
difference and lack of supernatural 
faith. The tendency, so enkindled 
in our days, of looking for what is 
practical and immediately useful 
could transform your Union into 
just another of the many unions? 
whose only real purpose is eco- 
nomic improvement. Instead, you 
must seek in it a good that is deep- 
er, more lasting, more radiant 
both for yourselves and for all its 
members. 


Personal sanctification 


Membership in your Union is 
first of all a sign of your firm in- 
tention of “pursuing your own 
moral and spiritual perfection.” 
That means acquiring through 
prayer, personal application to the 
teachings of the Church, and the 


efforts of the interior life, that 
union with God and that dignity 
which give your conduct and your 
judgments the value of testimony 
in favor of your faith. This will 
also make your authority more 
respected and more effective, not 
merely in school during the time 
when your pupils are subject to 
you, but in public life as well, in 
your dealings with families and 
with young people who, once they 
have been instructed by you, will 
boast all their lives of having had 
you as teachers. 

The first consequence for you of 
the deepening of your Christian 
life will naturally be a more ele- 
vated notion of your educational 
mission and a greater professional 
consciousness. We mean a more 
ardent will to achieve the greatest 
possible competency in your own 
field in anything pertaining to 
either theory or practice. 

To carry out his job fully, the 
teacher worthy of the name must 
first know his pupils. That means 
the youngsters of a determined age 
in general, as they are described 
by sound Christian pedagogy and 
those of his own class or of his 
Institute in particular, as the fam- 
ily forms them. 


Certainly, great progress has 
been made in experimental psy- 
chology and in pedagogical meth- 
ods. Men have sought, and not 
without happy results, to measure 
the importance of the different 
elements that condition the assimi- 
lation of scholastic material by 
means of the memory and the in- 





2 “Union” in this text, and in that of note 3, refers to labor unions specifically, 
rather than to the more general sense of any Association, used throughout the 
rest of the. talk. The former is “sindicato” in Italian, the latter “unione.” 
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telligence of the pupil. They con- 
sider material factors, such as fur- 
niture, lighting, types of books, 
composition of pictures and of 
sounds. And they consider intel- 
lectual conditions properly so 
called, such as centering of varied 
interests according to local circum- 
stances and age, and associations 
of memory which a well-adapted 
education fosters. It would be in- 
excusable for a modern teacher not 
to keep himself sufficiently in- 
formed of the work that is being 
done in this field, and We know 
that your didactic circles are tak- 
ing an active interest in these mat- 
ters particularly. 

But a Christian instructor can- 
not be satisfied with pedagogical 
techniques. By faith, he knows 
something which, unfortunately, is 
confirmed by experience—the im- 
portance of sin in the life of the 
youngster—and he knows the in- 
fluence of grace as well. The capi- 
tal sins do not of themselves de- 
pend on medicine. Certainly there 
are often reasons of temperament 
and of health in laziness and in 
other defects; but there is always 
»riginal sin too. Hence, the Chris- 
tian educator cannot be satisfied 
with letting nature do its work, 
or simply favoring it, as if he 
were a farmer dealing with the 
fruits of the earth. He, like the 
grace of God, of which he wants 
to be nothing more than the help- 
er, corrects and elevates at one 
and the same time. He fights 
against the lower inclinations and 
works to make the higher ones 
develop. He struggles patiently 
and firmly against the defects of 
his pupils and trains them in vir- 
tue. He lifts them up and improves 


them. In this way, Christian edu- 
cation participates in the mystery 
of the Redemption and effectively 
works with it. The greatness of 
your work, which is in a way 
analogous to that of the priest, 
comes from this. 


Collaboration with parents 


The youngsters, in whom you 
must interest yourselves, are not 
abstract beings, but children of 
definite families. Why is it that 
such great efforts on the part of 
teachers, so many hours and years 
of constant dedication sometimes 
show almost no results, if not that 
the family with its educational 
lapses, its pedagogical errors and 
its bad example day by day de- 
stroys whatever the teacher tries 
so laboriously to build? Has he 
nothing to say to the family in 
such a case? Should he do nothing 
to enlighten them, help them, make 
them aware of the complexity and 
the wide range of their mission, 
to implant in them proper peda- 
gogical notions, correct their er- 
rors and stimulate their zeal? 
Many families should not be al- 
lowed to believe they have satisfied 
their duties toward their children 
when they have sent them off to 
school, giving no thought to work- 
ing hand in hand with the teach- 
ers, on whom they wrongly think 
they can completely unload a part 
of their own responsibilities. This 
is true especially in the elementary 
grades, but also for the middle 
schools. For at this period grow- 
ing adolescents begin to set them- 
selves free from subjection to their 
parents and it often happens that 
they set up an opposition between 
the teacher and the father, the 
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school and the home. Many par- 
ents find themselves at such a time 
almost deprived of all authority 
before the bizarre humor of their 
children, and some errors that are 
committed in these years can even- 
tually turn out to be unfortunate 
for the equilibrium of the adoles- 
cent. This is only one point among 
a host of others to show that the 
collaboration of parents and of 
teachers must be constant and pro- 
found. For this reason, one of your 
“Conventions” (November 1951) 
studied “the school as an educa- 
tional community.” We encourage 
with all our hearts whatever will 
facilitate and render the coopera- 
tion of the school and the family 
ever closer. The family chooses 
the teacher to prepare the adoles- 
cent to live his adult life in the 
state and in the Church, but it 
must not and cannot abdicate its 
directive office. Cooperation is 
natural and necessary, and in or- 
der to be fruitful, it presupposes 
a knowledge of each other, con- 
stant relations, unity of outlook, 
and successive adaptations. Only 
the teachers can make their ideal 
effective. The family must be the 
most solid support of the teacher 
on all levels: local, union,’ nation- 
al. He is first of all a delegate of 
the family, and only after that, 
if the case presents itself, a public 
official or employee of the State 
or of the teaching body. 


Responsibility of leaders 


In every association which is im- 
portant and covers a wide field, the 
responsibility of the leaders is par- 
ticularly great. They are truly the 
soul of the movement. It is up to 
them to make the Statutes live, so 
to speak, and to make the spirit 
of the Association penetrate each 
of its members. The “National 
Sessions,” that have brought you 
together at Rome, ought to repre- 
sent a definite step forward in the 
life of the Union. There are thou- 
sands of adolescents entrusted to 
you during the delicate years of 
their development; you have a se- 
rious responsibility for the forma- 
tion of Italian youth and you are 
making an important contribution 
to the preparation of a better fu- 
ture for your Country. As Chris- 
tians, you cannot remain indiffer- 
ent; as teachers, you have the joy 
of being able to cooperate power- 
fully in the religious renewal of 
your generation. This is why we 
wanted to encourage you and to 
show you the trust that we put 
in your generous Union. All of 
you should realize and tell your 
colleagues that the Pope attaches 
great importance to the work of 
the Italian Catholic Union of 
Middle-School Teachers. 

To each of you here present, to 
all of the members of the Union, 
to your pupils and their families, 
we impart with all our heart, as 
a pledge of fruitful heavenly 
graces, our paternal Apostolic 
Benediction. 





3 See note 2, 








Radio: Weapon of Truth 





Radiomessage to Catholics of Chile on occasion of 
Formal Inauguration of Radio Chilena 


Amadisimos hijos 


OST beloved sons, Catholics 
of Chile, who at this moment 
are tuning in to “Radio 
Chile” to hear this special broad- 
cast which is to begin its new life: 

Once again, in the short space 
of a few months, a Catholic Radio 
Station is beginning to operate in 
the region of Hispano-America. 
And once again too, with a heart 
brimming over with joy, We come 
with delight to dedicate a few 
words to you. For We are con- 
vinced of the vital importance of 
so effective a means of communica- 
tion in the battle that the Church 
is waging with peaceful arms 
under all the heavens in behalf of 
authentic truth, indispensable mo- 
rality, strict justice, and sincere 
love not only between men, but 
between nations as well. 

“In omnibus gratias agite,” in 
all things give thanks to the Lord 
(I Thess. 5, 18), because if the 
sons of darkness have at other 
times been the more clever, this 
time the children of light have not 
been left behind! (cfr. Luc. 16, 8). 

Yesterday it was beautiful Co- 
lombia. Today, it is beloved Chile, 
a nation in whose life the Church 
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has always played so great a part, 
not only in its formation and in 
the successive blending together of 
the classes which make up its soci- 
ety, but also in the advancement 
of the sciences. To recall but a 
few names, no one is ignorant of 
what the nation owes to the Jesuit 
Juan Ignacio Molina in Natural 
History, to Havestadt, his brother 
in religion, in the study and teach- 
ing of native languages, and to 
that outstanding priest Alonso de 
Ovalle in the field of History. 


Previous efforts 


Nor is this field of Radio un- 
known territory for you. With no 
little satisfaction, We have fol- 
lowed your efforts in it during 
these last few decades—efforts 
which have been taking an ever 
more concrete form. First, the Na- 
tional Department of Radio, which 
has sprung forth from Catholic 
Action since 1947; later the Inter- 
national Catholic Organization of 
Radio and Television, which has 
been operating in Santiago since 
the Spring of last year, and whose 
Bible-programs have, as We know, 
deservedly stirred up much inter- 
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RADIO CHILE 


est both in America and outside; 
now, this transmitter, acquired 
and put into operation as the re- 
sult of a wise initiative, praise- 
worthy efforts and costly sacrifices. 

We picture it already transmit- 
ting through its antennae from 
your beautiful, well-placed Santi- 
ago. We seem to see its waves 
rising swiftly, flying the length of 
your enchanting central valley, up 
to the rich territories of Tacna and 
Arica, a true gift of heaven to 
a people it really wanted to bless; 
or going down swift streams to 
Castro and Ancud, to the Tierra 
del Fuego, to those countless 
islands, a veritable garden of the 
sea, a gift that the Lord has 
offered to a race whom He wanted 
to delight by His love. We seem 
to see them rising invisibly over 
the proud Andes and over their 
silent and lonely volcanoes, to 
carry the echoes of the Gospel to 
other nations, with wings more 
powerful than those of your na- 
tional condor; finally, gliding back 
harmoniously over the line of your 
coastal mountain range down to 
the beaches of your ocean and 
spilling over the sea to offer the 
whole world a message of truth, 
a message of charity. 

God grant, most beloved Chil- 
eans, that these waves may always 
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be able to serve as an aid in the 
defense and the consolidation of 
your faith, in the fostering and 
perfecting of your unity. 

Back in the first months of our 
Pontificate, on having the pleasure 
of receiving a pilgrimage from 
your country, We exhorted you to 
“maintain your faith and your 
unity unshaken.” Years later, ad- 
dressing your eighth National 
Eucharistic Congress, We asked 
God hidden under tne sacred spe- 
cies to preserve “the faith ... and 
perfect the unity of your people.” 
Finally, not long ago, speaking to 
your first National Marian Con- 
gress, We asked you to feel your- 
selves “before the altar of the 
Mother of God . . . ever brothers, 
promising her to work together for 
the interests of her Divine Son, of 
the Church founded by Him, and 
of the holy cause of religion.” 


Sacred mission 


Today as well, let this be the 
sacred mission which, with pleas- 
ure, We entrust to “Radio Chile’: 
“ut non deficiat fides vestra” (cfr. 
Luc. 22, 32), “ut caritas vestra 
magis ac magis abundet” (Phil. 
1,9), that your faith not falter, 
that your charity grow more and 
more. Let this be, from today on, 
its principal intention: the defense 





Reported in Osservatore Romano January 13, 1954. Spanish Text. Translation 


by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 





This special broadcast to the Catholics of Chile was relayed to Radio Chilena, 
a new Catholic radio station in Santiago, capital of Chile, on the occasion of its 
formal inauguration. The Holy Father here touches on the Church's part in ad- 
vancing science, the importance of radio in the defense of faith and fostering of 
unity and its value as an intelligent means of teaching the Church's doctrine, 
particularly her social doctrine. 
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of a belief—a belief under treach- 
erous attack, in this very field of 
Radio by a wicked enemy who 
sows false seed in a land where 
it neither can nor should take root. 
Let its intention be the fostering 
of mutual understanding and of 
union among Catholics in a peo- 
ple, for whom a united effort by 
all would, of itself, be enough to 
assure that their ideas and prin- 
ciples be ever carried through to 
victory. And, as a general means 
to achieve all this, let its intentions 
be the intelligent and generous 
spreading of the doctrine of the 
Church, especially of that social 
doctrine which, in your territory, 
has had apostles like the unforget- 
table Prelate Gonzales Eyzaguirre, 
can recall events like the famous 
Catholic Social Congress of 1910, 
and has produced works like those 
Leagues and Circles which have 
served the whole nation so well. 

The people of Chile glories in 
being an unconquered race which 
has never retreated before any 
difficulty, a race with an excellent 
practical sense which has always 
pointed out to it the certain course, 
even in the worst crises of its 
history, a race with a kindness and 
natural goodness which have al- 
ways made it loved and respected 
by all. May the waves of “Radio 
Chile” soar aloft with a holy dar- 


ing and valor in this dark hour 
of the world. May they find a 
way to penetrate every community, 
and better still, every home. May 
they learn to present themselves 
with the attractiveness and dignity 
which are to be expected of a 
bearer of the highest human 
values, both moral and spiritual. 
May they ever enjoy the sweet 
patronage of your Queen and Mis- 
tress, the Virgin of Carmel, to 
whom We especially commend you 
in this Marian Year, which We 
have proposed to the world for its 
greater good and its more certain 
salvation. May they feel the sure 
protection of their patron, the 
Archangel St. Gabriel, whom We 
fervently invoke; and may they 
know that they are ever accom- 
panied by Our best wishes and Our 
fullest benediction. 

In these moments We wish to 
bless Our most beloved Son, vener- 
able Prince of the Church, whose 
name is written across the front 
of the new transmitter like a ban- 
ner, a motto and a shield, all 
those who by their work and gen- 
erosity have made so wonderful a 
reality possible, technical direc- 
tors, employees, those who at this 
moment are listening to Our voice, 
and all the most beloved people of 
Chile. 





At Dedication of new North American College 


We belong to the Church militant; and she is militant because on 
earth the powers of darkness are ever restless to encompass her de- 


struction. 


—Pius XII, at dedication of new North American 
College, Oct. 14, 1953. 














The Secret of Good Schools 


Radiomessage to the Fifth Inter-American Congress on 
Catholic Education at Havana 


El especialisimo amor 


S Father of all, this heart of 
Ours reserves a very special 
love for questions which di- 
rectly concern youth—the future 
of the Church and of society—and 
a special interest in all the activi- 
ties of the New World—in whose 
spiritual, human and material re- 
sources humanity rests so many 
hopes. This love and interest which 
are only right to accord have moved 
Us, most beloved sons, members of 
the Fifth Inter-American Congress 
of Catholic Education—not only to 
follow your labors, with the. live- 
liest attention, but also to accede 
to your pious wishes that a word 
of Ours close your Assembly. 
And so, We offer you Our greet- 
ings, paternal and affectionate, 
and with the greetings, congratu- 
lations. That small and insignifi- 
cant seed, the little seed of the 
Gospel (cf. Matth. 13, 32) sown 
at Bogota, less than ten years ago, 
showed it had taken root in good 
ground, when at Buenos Aires 
you studied the legislative and 
organizational problems of the 
school in your world. It was a 
young plant, yet strong and lux- 
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uriant, at La Paz, when you exam- 
ined the questions referring to 
“Education and Environment.” It 
brought forth excellent fruits two 
years ago at Rio de Janeiro, when 
you took up “The integral forma- 
tion of the adolescent.” Today it 
is a great and full-grown tree, 
with almost three thousand 
branches bringing warmth and life 
to each other, proclaiming ever 
louder the merits and value of 
Catholic education; and it springs 
from a powerful trunk, capable in 
its turn of taking solid hold in the 
earth and of making itself re- 
spected by its mere presence. May 
the Magister bonus be thanked for 
all this (cfr. Mare 10, 17)—the 
good Teacher, the final and perfect 
ideal of all your desires in your 
formation of those who tomorrow 
are to become teachers in your 
schools, professors in your col- 
leges, or occupants of chairs at 
your Universities! 


Professional and spiritual 


It is a theme of primary import- 
ance. To repeat the words of Our 
unforgettable Predecessor, “good 
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schools are the fruit not only of 
good regulations but principally of 
good teachers, excellently trained 
in the respective subjects which 
they are to teach, and possessed of 
the intellectual and moral qualities 
which their important office re- 
quires—men who burn with a pure 
and divine love of the youngsters 
entrusted to them, precisely be- 
cause they love Jesus Christ and 
His Church” (Pii XI Encycl. “Di- 
vini Illius’—Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. 
XXII, 1930, pag. 80-81). 

Good teachers, then, should have 
perfect human formation, intellec- 
tual and moral. For the teaching 
office is a lofty position which calls 
for intellectual discernment and 
for goodness of heart, for a capac- 
ity for intuition and delicacy of 
spirit, for adaptability and adjust- 
ment as well as human depth, 
capable of bearing all for love of 
neighbor. Good teachers need a 
professional competency which 
should be at least above average, 
and better yet, outstanding on all 
levels of instruction and in each 
of the specialized fields, if it is not 
to be unworthy of a mission which 
serves not merely the people and 
the State, but also God, the Church 
and souls. 

Good teachers are those with a 
clear professional Catholic consci- 
ence, a soul burning with apostolic 
zeal, an exact idea of doctrine, 


which must penetrate all their 
teaching, and a profound convic- 
tion of serving the highest spir- 
itual and cultural interests, and 
that in a field of special privilege 
and responsibility. 

Good teachers, finally, are care- 
ful to educate rather than merely 
to instruct; capable, above all, of 
forming and of moulding souls 
chiefly through contact with their 
own. A great pedagogue, who is 
no stranger to your Spanish-speak- 
ing world, although inspired only 
by the light of paganism, has said 
“eum elige adjutorem, quem magis 
admireris, cum videris quam cum 
audieris,’” choose that teacher 
whom you have to admire more 
when you see him than when you 
hear him (Senecae ad Lucilium, 
lib. V, Epist. XI (52) n. 8). 

In not a few parts of the New 
World, the social and political 
movements which followed on in- 
dependence have brought about 
the penetration into the field of 
teaching of ideas and principles 
which, starting out from a liberal- 
ism and a laicism which daringly 
claimed to dominate everything, 
flowed over into a scholastic mo- 
nopoly, with manifest damage to 
integral Christian formation and 
with evident prejudice to the Cath- 
olic minority, and often to the 
immense Catholic majority. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano Jan. 14, 1954. 


Vaughan. 


Translator, Rev. Austin 


This address is quite similar in tone to Le Giornate Nazionali which also appears 
in this issue. The one addressed to an Italian audience, the other to a Latin- 
American group—yet the basic message is the same: good teachers require 
professional competency and spiritual formation, should lead by their example 
and should work closely with the parents of their pupils so that the student will 
receive a full education in the true sense of the word, not a mere instruction. 
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Chureh’s cultural mission 


And this in a world like yours 
of Ibero-America, in which the 
Church, fully conscious of the cul- 
tural mission which accompanies 
its religious message, developed 
with Fray Juan de Zumarraga, 
Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz and 
the great Bishop Vasco de Quiroga 
in Mexico; with Fray Jeronimo de 
Loaisa, Jose de Acosta and the 
exalted metropolitan of Lima, St. 
Toribio de Mogrovejo, in Peru; 
and with the Jesuits Torres Bollo, 
Manuel de Nobrega and St. Pedro 
Claver in old Paraguay, in Brazil 
and in New Granada, an educative 
and scholastic endeavour which, 
granted the scarcity of means of 
that century and the difficulties 
which worked against it, We may 
well call magnificent and pro- 
foundly enduring. It is enough to 
recall the aim, largely achieved, 
of those great missionaries (sup- 
ported by the universal and Cath- 
olic spirit of the legislation of 
their monarchs). This aim was to 
form the native element and the 
cultivated classes, come from Eu- 
rope or born there on American 
soil, into a single people, by means 
of catechesis, schools and colleges 
of Humane Letters. Nor was this 
effort limited to elementary and 
humanist teaching. It is the im- 
perishable glory of Hispano-Amer- 
ica that, in the 18th century, in 
nineteen of its cities, there flour- 
ished so many university centers, 
(at least one in each of these 
cities) inspired and directed by 
the Church, that they were the 
object of the admiration and 
praise of an Alexander de Hum- 
boldt. 


Education not instruction 


We cannot doubt that in the 
future you will insist ever more 
on the programs so wisely traced 
out in your earlier meetings and 
in the directions: which the Church 
has constantly offered you with 
maternal generosity. You will in- 
terest yourselves more in educa- 
tion than in mere instruction, per- 
fect your methods, afford an ever 
greater opportunity for the teach- 
ing of religion, become more de- 
manding in the choice of text- 
books. You will encourage the 
cooperation of the families of your 
pupils, stop at no sacrifice for the 
formation of your professors, fol- 
low up your pupils after their 
departure from your classrooms 
with timely after-school assistance 
and dedicate all the attention it 
deserves to the social aspects of 
teaching—so necessary in our own 
day. In this way, your pedagogical 
activities will merit, at the very 
least, the respect of all, especially 
of the good, along with the support 
and the protection of public au- 
thorities. The latter will see in 
your work an effective and gen- 
erous assistance, contributing to 
the common good of society and 
constituting the strongest barrier 
against those pernicious doctrines 
which, like a black flood, threaten 
everywhere. To achieve this—We 
repeat—“be fathers of souls more 
than propagators of sterile infor- 
mation,’ form your pupils above 
all “by the example of your life.” 
(Disc. -y Rad. vol. XI-pags. 198- 
99). 

This time, your meeting has 
received a noble welcome in the 
splendid city of San Cristobal de 
La Habana, where you have been 
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able to admire a University 
founded by the Church as early 
as 1728 and such imposing Cath- 
olic educational institutions as the 
modern University of St. Thomas 
of Villanova and the magnificent 
College of Belen, which is the 
honor of the Church and the pride 
of Catholic Cuba. Lift up your 
eyes, most beloved children and 
contemplate this most beautiful 
city, reclining at the mouth of its 
bay, reflected in the blue waters 
of the tepid sea which bathes its 
feet, delighting in the green hills 
which mark its horizon, cooled by 
the gentle breezes which the canal 
de la Florida sends it. Everyone 
will say that it invites optimism 
and peace, even though perhaps, 
there in the distance, a storm 
thunders or a destructive typhoon 
is forming by some remote island. 
Peace and optimism have been, 
without a doubt, the spirit of your 
Assembly, anointed with the char- 
ity of Christ, in the protecting 
shadow of His doctrine and of His 
cross, under the maternal mantle 


of the Church, which watches over 
you as its favorite portion. But 
do not forget that, farther on, the 
swell of unchained passions is 
roaring and black clouds eager to 
unload their deadly hail onto your 
lands, and to level and destroy 
your planted fields, are galloping 
darkly through the heavens, with 
all the angry force of the hurri- 
cane! They will pass, as the squalls 
pass from your skies, leaving the 
air clearer, the sun brighter, and 
the earth richer, although also 
leaving a sad trail of death and of 
desolation. 

With this certainty, go back to 
your homes, most beloved sons, as 
bearers of Our benediction, a ben- 
ediction which we wish to extend 
not only to your Confederation, 
with all its associated organiza- 
tions and persons; not only to your 
towns and cities, but to all your 
nations as well, and in a very 
special way to each and every one 
of you, with all that you have in 
mind and heart at this moment. 





To Educators of Young Girls 


Beloved daughters belonging to the various religious congregations— 
truly heroic souls, who pass your lives in institutes, in orphanages, in 
asylums; renouncing every human satisfaction, working along tirelessly 
and silently; often unknown and some times misunderstood; real spirit- 
ual mothers, in whose lap the Church lays, with trembling but trusting 
hand, the most delicate flowers of her garden. 


—Pius XII, to educators of young girls, 
Dec. 31, 1953. 








The Substance of True Peace 


To Sir Douglas F. Howard, 
New British Minister to the Holy See 


We are deeply touched 


E ARE deeply touched, Mr. 


Minister, by the warmth of 

feeling with which you have 
wished to convey to Us the kindly 
sentiments of your August Sover- 
eign, the Queen, who has accredited 
your Excellency to the Holy See 
as her Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. Scarcely 
three years have passed since We 
had the happiness of receiving Her 
Majesty in these very halls; but 
in that brief time what heavy cares 
have entered into her life. 

The Lord of all, in His wise 
providence, has placed the weight 
of empire on her youthful should- 
ers, and she has accepted the bur- 
den with a courageous simplicity 
and unselfish spirit of devotion 
that have at once won the admira- 
tion and affection of her peoples 
throughout the British Common- 
wealth of Nations. 

We ask you to convey to Her 
Majesty the expression of Our es- 
teem and the assurance of Our 
prayers that God, Who has blessed 
her with the sweet joys of a happy 
family life, may grant to her reign 
the previous blessings of prosper- 
ity and peace. 
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Peace — how easily the word 
comes to the lips of men today, 
while the substance of true peace 
continues to elude their grasp. The 
reason is not far to seek. The 
Prince of Peace, foretold by the 
prophets, came into the world; the 
memory of His birth is acclaimed 
each year by the Christian world; 
yet His teachings still so often fall 
on deaf ears. 

Not only must sheer force give 
over its futile attempt to stifle in 
the human spirit its innate yearn- 
ing for God; not only must the 
shackles of enslavement be struck 
from these God-given freedoms 
that are postulates of the dignity 
of man and human society, and are 
today denied to entire peoples; but 
if peace is to be secure, then jus- 
tice and charity must inspire re- 
ciprocal confidence between nations 
and between the different classes 
within a nation, thus laying the 
foundations for a united effort to- 
wards the common, noble ideal. 

It is gratifying to hear from 
you, Mr. Minister, the renewed ex- 
pression of your country’s devotion 
to those same lofty principles 
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which We have had more than one 
occasion to proclaim to the world. 
That fact, together with the valu- 
able experience, which Your Excel- 
lency brings to the honorable task 
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entrusted to you, gives every certi- 
tude for the success of your mis- 
sion, and in carrying it out you 
may always rest assured of Our 
kind and unwavering support. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, Jan. 21, 1954. The visit of the Queen which 
the Holy Father refers to, occurred in April, 1951. The Queen, then Princess 


Elizabeth, was received in audience at the Vatican. 
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The General and Missionary Intentions 
of the Holy Father for 1954 


General Intention 


Reunion of all in the one true 
Church through the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 


An increase of holiness and 
apostolic-mindedness in the sick. 


All the intentions of the Holy 
Father. 


Parish priests. 


Freedom of Russia from atheis- 
tic terrorism. 

Conversion of sinners through 
devotion to the Sacred Heart. 


Spiritual care of emigrants. 


Opposition to immorality and ir- 
religion in literature. 


Dedication of youth to Catholic 
Action. 


Formation of a correct consci- 
ence in youth. 


The Church in rural areas. 


World peace through the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary. 


Missionary Intention 


Freedom for the Church in 
Asia. 


Social justice in Africa. 


Missionary Brother voca- 
tions. 

The Church in Scandinavia, 
Iceland and Finland. 
Appreciation of God’s love 
among Moslems. 
Fellow-feeling for the per- 
secuted Church in China. 
The Church in Angola and 
Mozambique. 

Missionary zeal in Latin- 
American students. 

Social justice education in 
the missions. 

Priestly vocations in the 
missions. 

The Church in Central 
America and the Antilles. 


Conversion of India’s high- 
er castes. 
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Children's Generosity 


To the Catholic School Children in the United States 


As we write to you 


O Our Dearly Beloved Children 
of the Catholic Schools in the 
United States of America: 

As We write to you once again, 
beloved children, at the approach 
of Lent, Our first word to you is 
a word of gratitude. We want to 
tell you that We are very grateful 
for the generous response you have 
always given to the appeal We 
made to your charity. Your con- 
tributions in money and in goods 
have enable Us to bring a ray of 
happiness, and of hope into the 
young lives of thousands of other 
children of your own age who are 
less fortunate than you. Through 
Us, those little ones whom you 
have helped wish to thank you 
with all their hearts. 

Although a year has passed 
since We made our last appeal, We 
are sorry to say that there are still 
many, very many, nay hundreds of 
thousands of children living in dis- 
tress in various parts of the world. 
They are often hungry, for they 
have not enough food; they are 
cold because the homes in which 
they live and the tattered clothes 
they wear do not shelter them 
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from the wind and the rain and 
the frost and the snow; sometimes 
they are sick and in pain, and they 
have no medicines to cure them. 

Our Divine Lord has a special 
love for little children and for the 
poor. As His Vicar on earth, the 
Holy Father loves poor children 
very dearly; and so he cannot but 
feel sad when he hears the pitiful 
pleas of those little ones who are 
hungry and cold and sick. Besides, 
We are always fearful lest the con- 
ditions in which they live should 
prove for them a danger of sin and 
thus imperil the salvation of their 
immortal souls. 

We are consoled by a confident 
hope that this year as in the past 
Our beloved children in the United 
States of America will come to our 
aid; that they will not turn a deaf 
ear to this further appeal which 
We make to them on behalf of their 
suffering brothers and sisters. The 
season of Lent which is at hand 
is a time for making sacrifices for 
our Divine Lord. Some of you will 
give up candy, some will keep 
away from movies, others of you 
will make various acts of self- 
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denial according to your circum- 
stances. Such sacrifices are surely 
very pleasing to Jesus, but they 
will be infinitely more pleasing to 
Him if you use the money you 
save in that way in order to help 
other children who are in need. 

There are other ways, too, be- 
loved children, in which you can 
assist: by contributing medicines 
and used shoes and clothing. Your 
good teachers will explain to you 
in what way you can best help. 
But let nobody think that his par- 
ticular gift is too small to be of 
any use; because when all those 
little contributions are put to- 
gether, they will provide the means 
of making thousands of other 
children happy. 

In addition to your material 
gifts, do not forget to remember 
them too in your prayers. Espe- 
cially during this year dedicated 
to her, ask our Blessed Mother 
Mary to watch over them and pro- 


tect their innocent souls from the 
dangers which threaten them. 

God has been very good to you, 
dear children. He has given you 
a great and beautiful country to 
live in: He has given you comfort- 
able homes and good Catholic 
schools. You want to show your 
gratitude to God for those favors, 
do you not? Well, there is no 
better way to do so than by being 
generous towards those other little 
children who are suffering and in 
want. 

And you can rest assured that 
God will not fail to reward you for 
your charity: He will repay you 
by bestowing very special bless- 
ings upon your families and upon 
your beloved country. That is 
the reward that we, too, call 
down upon you, dear children, 
as, with all the affection of our 
fatherly heart, we impart to you 
and to your teachers, parents and 
families our Apostolic Benediction. 





Reported by N.C.W.C. News Service. Address was read by Archbishop Karl 
J. Alter in a special Ash Wednesday (March 3) radio program opening the chil- 
dren's Lenten campaign for the Bishops’ Welfare and Emergency Relief Fund. 


The Mystery of Easter 


The mystery of Easter proclaims to you, today as always, the mystery 
of life which triumphs over death, if that life draws from God its law 


and destiny. 


Any human life, however notable for deed and power which is lived 
in defiance or ignorance of God is a spent torch; and after death no 
memory can rekindle it. Such a life is destined beyond the grave for 
resurrection unto judgment (John 5, 29). But every humble life, if 
lived in God, is the seed of heavenly glory. It is a never-ending sym- 
phony which death cannot silence, but rather makes more sublime; 
and on this earth where all things pass away, it is a message of im- 


mortal life. 


—Pius XII, Easter address, Apr. 5, 1953. 








The Spirit of Sickness 


Radio Address on the Occasion of the Diocese of 
Rome's Marian Year Day of the Sick 


Allorcheé, docili 


HEN last September, in re- 

sponse to the inspirations 

of grace, We proclaimed 
the celebration of the Marian Year, 
and shortly after, on the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, We 
Ourselves wished to inaugurate it 
in a solemn way from the brilliant 
Liberian Basilica by going there 
to lay Our petitions at the feet of 
her who is the “Salvation of the 
Roman people” and of all peoples, 
even then We were thinking of 
you, beloved sons and daughters 
who are ill, you who can lay special 
claim to be among those closest to 
Our heart and soul. 

The Mother of God, indeed, 
bends over you with loving tender- 
ness, eager to dry the tears of the 
afflicted who run to her maternal 
breast as to a secure haven in the 
tempests. So also the Vicar of 
Christ relies upon you, the preci- 
ous jewels of the Church of God 
and her powerful source of spirit- 
ual energy for the realization in 
this holy year of the many and 
sorely needed blessings envisaged 
in our Encyclical “‘Fulgens Cor- 
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ona” for the well-being of human- 
ity and of the Church herself. 

This lively hope moves Us to 
address you today, with the inten- 
tion of gathering all of you under 
the loving protection of our com- 
mon Mother, Mary Immaculate, of 
surrounding you with Our charity 
and that of all the faithful who are 
praying for you ard of remind- 
ing you of the mission to which 
Divine Providence has destined you 
in your sickness. 

Thanks to modern technology 
We are able to speak directly to 
many who are ill and We hope that 
we shall be able to reach in other 
ways those who cannot hear Our 
voice. Certainly we wish We had 
the omnipresence of God: We wish 
we could draw near to each one of 
you, beloved sons and daughters, 
languishing in hospitals large and 
small, in sanatoriums, clinics, rest- 
homes, prisons, barracks, under 
the desolate roofs of the poorest, 
or in rooms set apart in your 
homes. Little children with faces 
pale as flowers which grew with- 
out the warmth of the sun; young 
people whose rare smile expresses 
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strength of soul rather than the 
fresh bloom of youth; middle-aged 
people, cruelly taken away from 
their usual active lives; the aged, 
to whose natural weariness sick- 
ness has added discomfort and 
suffering. 


We have always begged Jesus to 
make Our heart in some way like 
His: a good heart, a meek heart, a 
heart open to all sufferings, to all 
pains. But how greatly We wish 
We had some reflection of the om- 
nipotence that is His! How We 
long to pass in the midst of you, 
drying tears, bringing comfort, 
healing wounds, giving back again 
strength and health! 

We must content Ourselves with 
being in the midst of you in spirit. 
We linger beside infants as a moth- 
er would, beside parents trembling 
at the thought of having, perhaps, 
to leave their children orphans. 
And to each one We give Our bless- 
ing, praying the all-powerful God, 
our Loving Father, to grant, by 
means of it, whatever He judges 
suitable to the special plan of prov- 
idence He has chosen for each 
one of you. And may the Lord 
grant that when this brief visit 
with you in spirit is over, each one 
of you may feel the good effects, 
spiritual and material, of Our af- 
fectionate blessing, as well as the 
comfort of the words We address 
to you with all Our heart. 





Why disease and death? 


Behold, We seem to see there in 
that hospital ward a young man 
who is suffering and in his suffer- 
ing is cursing. Once he was strong 
and handsome; he was the pride 
and joy of his parents, whose 
hearts are now breaking because 
they fear losing him, wasted away 
by a relentless disease. And the 
youth feels as if life were slipping 
away from him: farewell to health, 
farewell to strength, to the surg- 
ings of hope, farewell to the plans 
cherished with boyish enthusiasm ; 
farewell to love. And the young 
man rebels: “Why, why? Haven’t 
I too a right to life? And can a 
good God let me suffer so, let me 
die? What evil have I done?” 

How many are you, sons and 
daughters, how many of you have 
contorted your features and raged 
with anger in your hearts and 
curses on your lips? To you es- 
pecially We wish to approach, to 
place Our hand gently on your 
brow burning with fever. We wish, 
in all tenderness, to whisper to 
each of you: soul in anguish, why 
do you rebel? Let the rays of light 
which come from the cross of Jesus 
fall on this dark mystery of suffer- 
ing. What evil had He done? Look 
over your bed, in the hospital 
ward, perhaps there is a picture 
of the Madonna. What evil did 
she do? And so, tortured soul, op- 





Address in Italian, reported in Osservatore Romano, Feb. 15-16, 1954. Trans- 


lation by Vatican Press. 


The sick are precious jewels of the Church and powerful sources of spiritual 
energy. Rather than rebel against their sufferings they should accept them as 
manifestations of Divine Providence. In the serene and even joyous acceptance of 
the pains of illness they can find correction and expiation, tempering and purifica- 
tion, and the opportunity to be like Jesus and His Mother and to help them and 


the Church in the salvation of souls 
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pressed by trouble, listen: Jesus 
and His Mother suffered certainly 
not through their own fault, but 
voluntarily and in full conformity 
with divine design. Have you ever 
wondered why?” 


God’s mercy not revenge 


It may be that you have done 
evil. Think back. Perhaps you 
have offended God many times, in 
many ways. You know that a seri- 
ous sin merits for the soul eternal 
damnation, yet you are still alive 
under the merciful gaze of God, 
and in the loving arms of Mary. If, 
then, the Lord is now punishing 
some sin of yours, you should not 
on that account curse and debase 
yourself. You are not a slave 
punished by a cruel master, but 
a child of God, your Father, Who 
wishes not to take revenge, but to 
correct you. He wants you to say 
to Him: “I have sinned,” so He can 
pardon you and restore you to the 
life of the soul. 

Even if you have done no wrong, 
if you are innocent, still you should 
not rebel. As a matter of fact, the 
idea of punishment does not al- 
ways explain suffering and human 
woes. Do you remember what is 
written in the Gospel? One day 
Jesus came upon a man born blind, 
and after His disciples had asked 
Him whether that man or his pa- 
rents had sinned. He replied: 
“Neither has this man sinned, nor 
his parents, but the works of God 
were to be made manifest in him.” 
(John, 9, 2-3). Even the misfor- 
tunes of the innocent, therefore, 
are a mysterious manifestation of 
the divine glory. Lest you be 
wearied by long reflections, look 
at the Holy and Immaculate Moth- 


er: she holds in her lap the lifeless 
body of her Divine Son. Could you 
possibly imagine that thé Sorrow- 
ful Mother would curse God? That 
she would ask the reasons for such 
suffering? We would not have 
been redeemed if that Mother had 
not seen her Son die in torment, 
and there would not have been for 
us any possibility of salvation. 

For all of you, dear children, 
who do not yet know how to pro- 
nounce the “So be it” of resigna- 
tion and patience, We invoke God’s 
blessing, asking that He send a 
ray of His light into your souls, 
that you may cease to contradict 
with your will His plan, His will, 
His work, that you may become 
convinced ‘that His Divine Father- 
hood is still loving and benevolent, 
even when He judges it necessary 
to make use of the bitter chalice 
of suffering. 


Joyous holocausts 


Yet, it is not always thus, dear 
children. Souls do not always rebel 
and curse under the weight of 
pain. There are, thanks be to God, 
souls resigned to the divine will— 
serene, joyous souls. There are 
even souls that have positively 
sought out suffering. The story of 
one in particular We heard during 
the glorious Holy Year when Our 
children came to Us in extraordi- 
nary numbers from all parts of the 
world. 

There was a young woman, 
twenty years old, of humble origin, 
to whom Our Lord had given great 
charm as well as innocence. Every- 
one felt her attractiveness, for 
about her radiated the fragrance 
of an unsullied life. But one day 
she grew fearful lest she become 
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an occasion of sin. Becoming in- 
teriorly convinced of this, she went 
to receive Our Lord and in a burst 
of generosity asked Him to take 
away all her beauty and even her 
health. God granted her prayer 
and accepted her offer for the sal- 
vation of souls. We know that she 
is still living, though burning and 
being consumed like a living flame 
' before God’s throne of justice and 
love. She does not curse, she does 
not murmur. She does not ask 
God, “Why?” There is always a 
smile on her lips and within her 
soul she treasures abiding peace 
and joy. One should ask her why 
she accepts suffering, why she is 
happy in it, why she looked for 
sufferings. And the same question 
should be asked of thousands of 
other souls who offer themselves to 
God in silent holocaust. 


Insight of faith: apostolate of 
suffering 


Beloved sons and daughters! If 
to your eyes, wearied with sick- 
ness, the whole universe, gloomy 
and oppressive, is confined within 
the narrow space of a little room, 
let in the light of faith, and at once 
that universe will regain its limit- 
less dimensions. Faith will cer- 
tainly not make you love suffering 
for its own sake, but it will give 
you an insight into the many noble 
reasons for which sickness can be 
accepted serenely and even de- 
sired. 

Here is a man who has many 
sins to expiate, or at least he has 
stains on his soul: suffering will 
purify him. Here is a young 
woman who, once good, did not 
possess that strong character so 
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necessary for one who was to be 
a wife and mother: suffering has 
been for her like a fire which has 
tempered her and given her great 
strength. Perhaps you have de- 
sired martyrdom: you have dream- 
ed that the chance might be offered 
to you also to suffer for Jesus. 
Give glory to God: your bodily 
affliction is like shedding blood; 
it is a real form of martyrdom. 
And you, do you want to be like 
Jesus? Do you want to transform 
yourself into Him? Do you want 
to be a channel of life for Him? 
In sickness you can find the cross, 
be nailed to it and thus die to 
yourself so that He may live and 
make use of you. How many of 
you, beloved children, would like 
to help Jesus save souls? Then 
offer Him your sufferings accord- 
ing to all the intentions for which 
He continually offers Himself on 
the altars of our churches. Your 
sacrifice, united to the sacrifice of 
Jesus, will bring many sinners 
back to the Father; many without 
faith will find the true Faith; 
many weak Christians will receive 
the strength to live fully the teach- 
ing and the law of Christ. And on 
the day on which the mystery of 
Providence in the economy of sal- 
vation will be revealed in Heaven, 
you will at last see to what extent 
the world of the healthy is your 
debtor. 

And now, beloved sons and 
daughters, We leave you. We pray 
to Jesus, friend of the suffering, 
to remain with you, to remain in 
you. We pray to the Immaculate 
Virgin, your most affectionate 
Mother, to comfort you with her 
smile and to protect you beneath 
her mantle. 











The Demands of the 
Modern Urban Parish 


To the Pastors and Lenten Preachers of Rome 


Ci sarebbe riuscito 


ELOVED parish priests of 

Rome: It would have been 

an incomparable joy for Us 
to admit you to Our presence to- 
day, as so often in the past. You 
are among Our sons nearest to Us 
and in a manner closest to Our 
heart. We would have wished to 
welcome you by word of mouth 
with the affection which you know 
well, and greet and bless also the 
preachers who during Lent will 
sow the seed of the Divine Word 
in the parishes of the city. 

Since, however, this cherished 
meeting of the Bishop with his un- 
wearied and unwearying collabo- 
rators is not now possible, We de- 
sire that you should receive Our 
message at least in writing. It is 
primarily a word of paternal 
thanks for all that you are doing 
in order that Our Rome may shine 
forth ever more brightly as a 
beacon of Christian light. We 
know well with what enlightened 
zeal, tenacity and spirit of abnega- 
tion you attend to the preservation 
of faith and purity of morals 
among the faithful, to the perfec- 
tion of their souls, and also to 
winning back those prodigal sons 
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who have abandoned the House of 
their Father and live now in mis- 
ery and hunger. 


What one parish can do 


We know too that in many par- 
ishes there is a reawakening, and 
that in some, by God’s grace, 
there is an atmosphere of real and 
widespread activity. Since exam- 
ples give courage to the timorous 
and lead on the hesitating, We take 
pleasure in pointing out again to- 
day, as We have already done on 
other occasions, one parish in par- 
ticular that seems to be resolutely 
advancing toward a transforma- 
tion into an effective and opera- 
tive Christian community. It is 
becoming as it were one large fam- 
ily, where all, being children of 
God, live together as brothers. In 
this parish the problem of destitu- 
tion has been faced and solved, 
for all the poor are fraternally 
aided in their necessities. 

We have learned that no poor 
person who is sick remains with- 
out medical attention, and that 
very well-known doctors, glad to 
help Jesus Christ in his sick mem- 
bers, offer their services. Suffer- 
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ing, which in one form or another 
knocks at every door without dis- 
tinction of age or rank, finds souls 
ready to help, in order that no one 
may be without comfort or suit- 
able assistance. The problem of 
religious instruction of the chil- 
dren is also settled, for of 1,800 
only 200 are without it, and it is 
hoped that they too will soon at- 
tend. At the instruction center for 
boys there are about 600, counting 
only those fully enrolled. 

The life of grace is likewise 
fully flourishing again. Propa- 
ganda is being made for the eve- 
ning recitation of the Rosary in 
all the families of the parish, and 
those inscribed in the Apostleship 
of Prayer number more than a 
thousand. There is no church yet, 
but in the three chapels some hun- 
dreds of Holy Communions are dis- 
tributed daily, while on feast days 
more than two thousand of the 
faithful approach the Communion 
rail. 

This great zeal for good works 
has developed in a relatively short 
time, and the Parish of St. Frances 
Cabrini owes its Christian rebirth 
to the fervor with which both 
clergy and faithful have set them- 
selves to work, applying the prac- 
tical and organized method sug- 


gested by the Christian Fraternal 
Aid. 

Good news, moreover, comes 
from other parishes of the city, 
which We see also engaged in holy 
rivalry among themselves. 

Meanwhile, We wish to repeat 
to you Our fervent gratitude and 
express Our paternal satisfaction 
for all that you, encouraged and 
supported by those who represent 
Us directly in the governing of the 
Diocese of Rome, are doing, for 
all that you will do, and for the 
consolation and joy that you are 
giving and will give to Our heart. 


Christian renascence 


But before receiving Our bless- 
ing, you expect from Us a word of 
encouragement, nor could We send 
you back among your flocks with- 
out giving it to you in all simplicity 
as it springs from Our heart. You 
know, and you preach to your peo- 
ple, that the Marian Year presages 
new and greater efforts for good 
from all. The Virgin Mother, 
whom each of the parishes of 
Rome very edifyingly venerates in 
turn in the greatest of her basili- 
cas, awaits the taking of further 
steps along the road of that com- 
plete Christian renascence to which 
We have called you, first of all, 
beloved pastors of Rome, and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 28, 1954. Translation, Vatican Press. 
The Holy Father's annual custom has been to speak in person to the pastors 
and preachers in his own Diocese of Rome at the start of Lent. This year, how- 
ever, his illness prevented him from speaking to them personally, and therefore he 


wrote them this exhortation. 


The pastor faces ever more vast and complex demands on his time and abil- 
ities. Prayer, sacrifices, above all the Mass, are effective spiritual arms. But to 
multiply his strength and capacity the priest should use lay auxiliaries, encouraging 
initiative and taking advantage not only of the standard Catholic Action units but 
also of individuals who may not wish to join formal organizations. 
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which today is about to spread 
through all Italy by the zeal of her 
anointed shepherds. 

On various occasions We have 
had the opportunity to show what 
role We desired the parish to play 
in this spirit of renewed fervor, 
and We would not wish to repeat 
the suggestions and norms which 
should be put into practice gradu- 
ally and constantly. There is rath- 
er a problem whose solution you 
certainly have already been con- 
cerned about, because it is pressing 
as never before, and it could not 
leave indifferent and idle anyone 
who has been given some measure 
of responsibility in the Lord’s vine- 
yard. 

Beloved sons, there is no doubt 
that the words and actions of the 
Church, that is to say, the words 
and actions of Jesus Christ, should 
penetrate positively everywhere to 
vivify everyone and everything. 
Since this is the will of God, the 
Sovereign Ruler of the world, men 
must admit that the Gospel of 
Christ has the mission of molding 
man’s whole outlook on life, and 
affecting not only his thought, but 
also his action. There is no other 
solution for humanity but to build 
the world anew in the spirit of 
Christ. He alone, in truth, is the 
Saviour of the individual, the fam- 
ily, society as a whole. Let men 
in high places come to realize the 
absolute necessity of this; because 
by ignoring God or denying Him, 
they will build even more precari- 
ously than at present. 


How reach all? 


With this certitude in mind, 
look now not at the whole world, 
but at the condition of some of 
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our urban centers of population, 
not excluding Our own Rome. 
Look without pessimism, but also 
clearly and objectively. 

Reflect with Us, and ask your- 
selves: For how many of your pa- 
rishioners, for how many of the 
families in your parish is Jesus 
Christ a living reality? How many 
pray to Him? How many nourish 
themselves with Him? How many 
live by Him and through Him? 

True, all believe, more or less, 
after a fashion. Very many have 
been baptized, and have made their 
First Communion also; they have 
been married in church, and they 
want to have, in God’s good time, 
the Last Sacraments and a church 
burial. 

But it is undeniable that outside 
a group, more or less numerous, 
of fervent Catholics, you have the 
simply well-disposed, the indiffer- 
ent, and even the hostile. Since 
We ourselves are in constant an- 
xiety over this, We can well ima- 
gine your own interior anguish: 
How to reach all in your aposto- 
late: how to find for all the oppor- 
tunity of availing themselves of 
the sources of life? You your- 
selves, seeing your insufficiency in 
the face of the demands of an 
apostolate ever more vast, ever 
more complex, perhaps murmur 
sadly the Divine Master’s lament: 
“The harvest indeed is abundant, 
but the laborers are few.” (Matt. 
9. 37). We are a few priests who 
do not stop working, and do not 
rest; but what can we do? How is 
it possible to be mediators between 
God and the thousands of souls en- 
trusted to our care? And how can 
we go into certain “zones” spiri- 
tually more backward, if our pres- 
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ence there would arouse, we do not 
say hostility, but wonder in those 
very souls we are seeking? 

And yet, even in these circum- 
stances, you do not cease being 
pastors of all the souls who live 
in your parish. You cannot lie 
down at night in peace, unless you 
can say with humility and sincerity 
of heart: “Lord, today I have done 
everything that depended upon me 
for the salvation.of souls.” 


Imoprtance of laity 


Yet we know, dear sons, that 
you can reach every soul, even the 
most distant, the most remote and 
the most obstinate, by your prayers 
and sacrifices for them. You can, 
for example, mobilize the children 
and the suffering of your parishes, 
that they may cause a shower of 
grace to fall upon the souls en- 
trusted to your care. Above all, 
every morning you can offer the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for all. 
We fully appreciate—and how 
could it be otherwise?—the very 
efficacious influence of these spir- 
itual arms. But in the present 
economy of salvation the distress- 
ing problem remains: ‘How shall 
they believe him of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall 
they hear without a preacher?” 
(Rom. 10, 14). 

From this there naturally fol- 
lows, dear sons, the necessity of 
obtaining help, of finding collabo- 
rators capable of multiplying your 
strength and capacity, ready to 
supply for you where you do not 
succeed in penetrating. Hence the 
great importance of the apostolate 
of the laity which, as you your- 
selves know from your own experi- 


ence, can become a powerful source 
of good. 

Even today Our Lord succors 
His church in her necessities; and 
just as here and there real mis- 
sionary territories develop near 
the campaniles of our churches, so 
there is reason to thank God for 
the increasing number of the laity 
who “have a call’ to sanctity and 
to the apostolate; so that it is not 
difficult at present to find gen- 
erous souls enrolled in Catholic or- 
ganizations, or others who, al- 
though not members of organiza- 
tions, are however equally ready 
to assist the priest in his care of 
souls. 

Therefore, it is necessary to find 
these souls in order to use them 
after they have been solidly 
trained. 

Find out how many there are, 
where they are, what they are 
capable of doing, where they may 
be effectively employed. Rely on 
the members of Catholic Action, 
whose four branches We ardently 
desire to be found in every parish; 
marshall along with it other types 
of organizations, without neglect- 
ing those who do not like to be 
members of organizations, but who 
can render precious service to the 
pastor who knows how to use them 
in individual projects or in addi- 
tional works of zeal. 


Must be trained 


Once auxiliaries have been 
found and known, they must be 
trained. And here it is necessary 
to observe that the time spent in 
preparing collaborators is not 
time lost. Those who will help you 
in the apostolate cannot be con- 
sidered as a ‘‘burden,’’ even 
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though one may not wish to com- 
pare them to the weight of wings 
which facilitate rather than hinder 
movement. Of course, their 
“human” formation is not to be 
neglected, all the more since a com- 
plete development of natural gifts, 
far from being actually opposed to 
the heroism of virtue makes apos- 
tolic action easier as well as more 
effective. 

You will have particular care 
for the “intellectual” formation of 
your collaborators, seeing to it es- 
pecially that they have clear ideas 
as a result of a truly profound 
knowledge of religion. You well 
know how great a need there is 
today of these who know how to 
speak, even in public, in order to 
enlighten so many minds and to 
defend the Church from the at- 
tacks which in these times it is 
not unusual to hear on every side: 
in the market place, in offices, in 
factories, on the streets. 

But, above all, take care of their 
spiritual formation. Have them 
put on Jesus Christ; nourish them 
with Him; make of His Divine 
Heart a model from which they 
may draw inspiration in their 
thoughts, their affections, their de- 
sires, their words and actions. 
Have them surrender their heart 
in Jesus and in the arms of His 
Heavenly Mother Mary. 
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Put to good use 


Then you must actually use 
them. Some will point out to you 
particular material and spiritual 
needs; others will open for you the 
doors of a soul closed to any priest- 
ly contact; there are those who in 
your name will carry help to the 
poor, who will visit the sick or 
share in some sorrow or some joy. 
You need help in teaching cate- 
chism to the children; the aposto- 
late must be exercised in factories, 
in schools, in large apartment 
houses not only by one’s presence, 
but also by one’s actions; there 
must be someone to initiate and 
bring into action, under your guid- 
ance and with your blessing, a 
band of “lay missionaries.”’ Be ex- 
acting in pointing out their goals 
to them and be constant in en- 
couraging them toward their reali- 
zation. As is clear, they will not 
have to give orders, but neither 
may they be reduced to merely 
carrying out orders. ~ Therefore, 
leave them sufficient scope for de- 
veloping a spirit of eager and 
fruitful initiative; this will also 
make them happier, more alert and 
ready to collaborate with you. 

This, beloved sons, is what We 
wished to say to you, in this diffi- 
cult and arduous hour, about your 
apostolic work. On it We invoke 
an abundance of divine favors, in 
token of which, from the depths 
of Our heart, We impart to you 
the Apostolic Blessing. 





To St. Saba Parish 


We strongly desire that there be born in all of you, and that it 
grow great every day, a sort of holy restlessness to find means suited 
to bring back light where there are shadows and to give back life to 


those who are dead. 


—Pius XII, to St. Saba Parish, 
Jan. II, 1953. 











Bishops’ Fund for Victims of War 


To the Bishops of the United States 


On this Laetare Sunday 


N this Laetare Sunday as in 
past years, Venerable Broth- 
ers, We turn our thoughts 

and address Our words to you and 
to the faithful committed to your 
loving care. Our heart overflows 
with gratitude for the munificent 
response you have made to Our 
former appeals in favor of the poor 
and unfortunate throughout the 
world. Your recompense will come 
from the divine charity of Jesus, 
for it is He who has been hungry, 
thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick and 
in prison, to Whom you have ex- 
tended the hand of loving generos- 
ity. 

Intimately consoled as We are by 
your unstinting aid, We can yet 
perceive no lessening of the need of 
succoring the still widespread and 
pressing human misery and suffer- 
ing. We come to you, then, once 
more, encouraged by your mag- 
nificent collaboration, as the com- 
mon Father pleading for his less 
fortunate children in the words of 
the Apostle: “While we have time, 
le us do good to all men, but espe- 
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cially to those who are in the 
household of the faith’ (Gal. VI, 
10). 

Those who look almost desper- 
ately to you for aid are so numer- 
ous and their wants so great, that 
from Our heart aching with the 
compassionate pity of Christ, We 
beg for them not only a part of 
your abundance, but also the fruit 
of your real sacrifice and self- 
denial. In their name, We beseech 
you and your faithful people, even 
at the cost of personal privation, to 
contribute with renewed generos- 
ity. 

In return, We can confidently 
promise you the heavenly reward 
that will be given you in “good 
measure, pressed down, shaken to- 
gether, running over... for with 
what measure you measure, it shall 
be measured to you” (Luke VI, 
38). In pledge thereof, We loving- 
ly impart to you, Venerable Broth- 
ers, and to the loyal clergy and 
faithful entrusted to your pastoral 
zeal, Our special Apostolic Bene- 
diction. 





Reported by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


The American Bishops’ world-wide relief 


organization is War Relief Services—National Catholic Welfare Conference. 
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Puichra ut luna . 


. . . Above all beloved sons and daughters, look at Mary, "beautiful as 
the moon, pulchra ut luna.’ It is a way of expressing her exalted beauty. 
How beautiful the Blessed Virgin must be! How often have we been 
struck by the beauty of an angelic countenance, by the enchantment of 
an infant's smile, by the fascination of.a mere glance! Surely in the face 
of His own mother God has gathered together all the splendors of His 
divine artistry. The glance of Mary! The smile of Mary! The sweetness of 
Mary! The majesty of Mary, Queen of Heaven and of earth! As the moon 
shines resplendent in the dark heaven, so the beauty of Mary is set apart 
from all other beauties, which seem but shadows beside her. Mary is the 
most beautiful of all creatures. You know, beloved sons and daughters, how 
easily human beauty, which is like the shadow of a flower, enraptures and 
exalts a kind heart. What would it ever do before the beauty of Mary, if 
it could gaze on it unveiled, face to face! This is why Alighieri saw in Para- 
dise (Canto 31, v. 130-35) in the midst of "more than a million rejoicing 
Angels . . . a beauty smiling—what joy!—it was in the eyes of all the other 
saints '—Mary! 

But that face reveals more than merely natural beauty. God has poured 
into her soul the fullness of His riches by a miracle of His almighty power, 
and He has made pass into the glance of Mary something of His own super- 
human and divine dignity. A ray of beauty from God shines in the eyes 
of His mother. Do you not think that the face of Jesus, that face which the 
angels adore, must have reproduced in some way the lines of the face of 
Mary? For the face of every son mirrors the eyes of his mother. Pulchra 
ut iuna. Blessed is he who can see you, O Mother of Our Lord; who can 
find his happiness before you; may we be able, O Mary to remain with you, 
in your house to serve you forever. . . 

O Virgin beautiful as the moon, delight of heaven, on whose face the 
blessed gaze, and the angels see themselves reflected, make us, your chil- 
dren, resemble you and make our souls receive a ray of your beauty, which 
does not decline with the years, but shines forth in eternity. 

O Mary, sun of heaven, reawaken life where there is death, and brighten 
spirits where there is darkness. Seeing yourself reflected in the counten- 
ances of your children, grant us a reflection of your light and of your fervor. 

O Mary, strong as an army, grant victory to our legions. We are so 
weak, and our enemy has become haughty and proud. Still, with thy banner, 
we feel sure of conquering him; he knows the vigor of your foot; he fears 
the majesty of your glance. Save us, O Mary, beautiful as the moon, chosen 
as the sun, strong as an army in formation, supported not by hatred, but 
by the flame of love. Amen. 

—Pius XII, to Italian Catholic Action 
Youth, Dec. 8, 1953. 
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Encores... 


THE POPE SPEAKS is pointed primarily at cur- 
rent papal messages. When space permits we 
reprint in full papal addresses and publications 
of the past. These ‘‘encores’’ will be in addition 
to the shorter quotes interspersed throughout 


each issue. 


This first issue starts with all the texts of the 
past to choose from, and only space for a few. 
Our selections were made with a view to honor- 
ing the Marian Year and presenting a repre- 
sentative sample of the most recent talks of Pope 
Pius XII. The addresses of the Holy Father dur- 
ing 1953 were a high spot in the history of papal 
documents and so we start with the immediate 
past and will work back—though not consecu- 


tively—from there. 


To the best of our knowledge, the address to 


nurses which we are encore-ing has not appeared 


in English before. 











Prayer for the Marian Year 


Enraptured by the splendor of your heavenly 
beauty, and impelled by the anxieties of the world, 
we cast ourselves into your arms, O Immaculate 
Mother of Jesus and our Mother, Mary, confident of 
finding in your most loving heart appeasement of our 
ardent desires, and a safe harbor from the tempests 
which beset us on every side. 


Though degraded by our faults and overwhelmed 
by infinite misery, we admire and praise the peerless 
richness of sublime gifts with which God has filled you, 
above every other mere creature, from the first 
moment of your Conception until the day on which, 
after your Assumption into heaven He crowned you 
Queen of the Universe. 


O crystal Fountain of faith, bathe our minds with 
the eternal truths! O fragrant Lily of all holiness, 
captivate our hearts with your heavenly perfume! 
O Conqueress of evil and death, inspire in us a deep 
horror of sin which makes the soul detestable to God 
and a slave of hell! 


O well-beloved of God, hear the ardent cry which 
rises up from every heart in this year dedicated to you. 
Bend tenderly over our aching wounds. Convert the 
wicked, dry the tears of the afflicted and oppressed, 
comfort the poor and humble, quench hatreds, sweeten 
harshness, safeguard the flower of purity in youth, 
protect the holy Church, make all men feel the attrac- 
tion of Christian goodness. In your name, resounding 
harmoniously in heaven, may they recognize that they 
are brothers, and that the nations are members of 
one family, upon which may there shine forth the sun 
of a universal and sincere peace. 


Receive, O Most Sweet Mother, our humble suppli- 
cations, and above all obtain for us that, one day, happy 
with you, we may repeat before your throne that hymn 
which today is sung on earth around your altars: You 
are all beautiful, O Mary! You are the glory, you are 
the joy, you are the honor of our people! Amen. 


—Pius XII, Rapiti dal fulgore, Nov. 21, 
1953. Vatican translation. 


Al 








THE POPE SPEAKS 


The Immaculate Conception 


... Accordingly, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for the honor 
of the holy and undivided Trinity, for the glory and adornment of the 
Virgin Mother of God, for the exaltation of the Catholic Faith, and for 
the furtherance of the Catholic religion, by the authority of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by Our 
own: We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine which 
holds that the most blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instant of her con- 
ception, by a singular grace and privilege granted by Almighty God, 
in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the human race, 
was preserved free from all stain of original sin, is a doctrine revealed 
by God and therefore to be believed firmly and constantly by all the 
faithful. 

—Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, December 8, 1854. 


The Assumption 


... Wherefore, after We have unceasingly offered Our most fervent 
prayers to God, and have called upon the Spirit of Truth, for the glory 
of Almighty God who has lavished His special affection upon the 
Virgin Mary, for the honor of her Son, the immortal King of the Ages 
and the Victor over sin and death, for the increase of the glory of 
that same august Mother, and for the joy and exultation of the entire 
Church; by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the blessed 
Apostles Peter and Paul, and by Our own authority, We pronounce, 
declare, and define it to be a divinely revealed dogma: that the Im- 
maculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin Mary, having completed 
the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heav- 
enly glory. 


—Pius XIl, Munificentissimus Deus, November |, 1950. 























Encyclical Letter of His Holiness 
PIUS XII by Divine Providence POPE 


To Our Venerable Brethren the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops, and other Local Ordinaries in Peace and Communion with the 
Apostolic See 


A Marian Year is Proclaimed to be Celebrated Throughout the World 
on the Occasion of the First Centenary of the Definition of the Dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 


Fulgens corona 


ENERABLE brethren, health 
and apostolic benediction. 


The radiant crown of glory 
with which the most pure brow 
of the Virgin Mother was encircled 
by God, seems to Us to shine more 
brilliantly, as We recall to mind 
the day, on which, one hundred 
years ago, Our Predecessor’ of 
happy memory Pius IX, sur- 
rounded by a vast retinue of Car- 
dinals and Bishops, with infallible 
apostolic authority defined, pro- 
nounced and solemnly sanctioned 
“that the doctrine, which holds 
that the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 
at the first moment of her concep- 
tion was, by singular grace and 
privilege of the Omnipotent God, 
in virtue of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, Saviour of the Human race, 
preserved from all stains of origi- 
nal sin, is revealed by God, and 
therefore to be firmly and resolute- 
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September 8, 1953 


ly believed by all the faithful.” 
(Dogmatic bull Ineffabilis Deus, of 
Dec. 8, 1854.) 

The entire Catholic world re- 
ceived with joy the pronouncement 
of the Pontiff, so long and anxious- 
ly awaited. Devotion of the faith- 
ful to the Virgin Mother of God 
was stirred up and increased and 
this naturally led to a great im- 
provement in Christian morality. 
Furthermore, studies were under- 
taken with new enthusiasm, which 
gave due prominence to the dig- 
nity and sanctity of the Mother of 
God. 


Lourdes 


Moreover, it seems that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary herself 
wished to confirm by some special 
sign the definition, which the Vicar 
of her Divine Son on earth had 
pronounced amidst the applause of 
the whole Church. For indeed four 
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years had not yet elapsed when, in 
a French town at the foot of the 
Pyrenees, the Virgin Mother, 
youthful and benign in appear- 
ance, clothed in a shining white 
garment, covered with a white 
mantle and girded with a hanging 
blue cord, showed herself to a 
simple and innocent girl at the 
grotto of Massabielle. And to this 
same girl, earnestly inquiring the 
name of her with whose vision she 
was favored, with eyes raised to 
heaven and sweetly smiling, she 
replied: “I am the Immaculate 
Conception.” 

This was properly interpreted 
by the faithful, who from all na- 
tions, and almost countless in 
number, flocked in pious pilgrim- 
age to the grotto of Lourdes, 
aroused their Faith, enkindled 
their devotion and strove to con- 
form their lives to the Christian 
precept. There also miraculous 
favors were granted them, which 
excited the admiration of all, and 
confirmed that the Catholic reli- 
gion is the only one given approval 
by God. 

In a special manner was its sig- 
nificance grasped by the Roman 
Pontiffs, and when, in the space 
of a few years, the devotion of 
clergy and people had raised there 
a wonderful church, they enriched 
it with spiritual favors and gener- 
ous gifts. 

When Our predecessor decreed 
in the Apostolic Letter that this 
tenet of Christian doctrine was to 
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be firmly and faithfully believed 
by all the faithful, he was merely 
carefully conserving and sanction- 
ing with his authority the teaching 
of the Fathers and of the whole 
Church from its earliest days right 
down through the centuries. 


Scripture and Tradition 


In the first place, the foundation 
of this doctrine is to be found in 
Sacred Scripture, where we are 
taught that God, Creator of all 
things, after the sad fall of Adam, 
addressed the serpent, the tempter 
and corrupter, in these words, 
which not a few Fathers, Doctors 
of the Church and many approved 
interpreters applied to the Virgin 
Mother of God: “I will put en- 
mities between thee and the wom- 
an, and thy seed and her seed” 
(Gen. III-15). Now, if at any time 
the Blessed Mary were destitute of 
Divine grace even for the briefest 
moment, because of contamination 
in her conception by the hereditary 
stain of sin, there would not have 
come between her and the serpent 
that perpetual enmity spoken of 
from earliest tradition down to the 
time of the solemn definition of the 
Immaculate Conception, but rather 
a certain subjection. 

Moreover, since the same holy 
Virgin is saluted “full of grace” 
and “blessed among women” 
(Luke I. 28, 24), by these words, 
as Catholic tradition has always 
interpreted, it is plainly indicated 
that “by this singular and solemn 





Latin text in Osservatore Romano Sept. 27, 1953 and in Acta Apostolicae Sedis 
Oct. 8, 1953, Vol. 45:577-92. Translation by Vatican Press. Sectional headings 
our own. Available in N.C.W.C. pamphlet with Marian Year prayer and decree on 


indulgences. 


See Notes and Memoranda for further data on the Marian Year. 
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salutation, otherwise never heard 
of, it is shown that the Mother of 
God was the abode of all Divine 
graces, adorned with all the char- 
isms of the Holy Spirit, yea, the 
treasury well nigh infinite and 
abyss inexhaustible of these char- 
isms, so that she was never sub- 
jected to the one accursed” (Bull 
Ineffabilis Deus). 

This doctrine, unanimously re- 
ceived in the early Church, has 
been handed down clearly enough 
by the Fathers, who claimed for 
the Blessed Virgin such titles as 
Lily Among Thorns; Land Wholly 
Intact; Immaculate; Always 
Blessed; Free From All Contagion 
Of Sin; Unfading Tree; Fountain 
Ever Clear; The One And Only 
Daughter Not Of Death But Of 
Life; Offspring Not Of Wrath But 
Of Grace; Unimpaired And Ever 
Unimpaired; Holy And Stranger 
To All Stain Of Sin; More Comely 
Than Comeliness Itself; More Holy 
Than Sanctity; Alone Holy Who, 
Excepting God, Is Higher Than 
All; By Nature More Beautiful, 
More Graceful And More Holy 
Than The Cherubim And Sera- 
phim Themselves And The Whole 
Hosts Of Angels.” 

If these praises of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary be given the careful 
consideration they deserve, who 
will dare to doubt that she, who 
was purer than the angels and at 
all times pure, was at any moment, 
even for the briefest instant, not 
free from every stain of sin? De- 
servedly, therefore, St. Ephrem 
addresses her Divine Son in these 
words: “Really and truly Thou 
and Thy Mother are alone entirely 
beautiful. Neither in Thee nor in 
Thy Mother is there any stain.” 
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(Carmine Nisibena, Ed. Bickell 
123). From these words, it is 
clearly apparent that there is only 
one among all holy men and women 
about whom it can be said that 
the question of sin does not even 
arise, and also that she obtained 
this singular privilege, never 
granted to anyone else, because she 
was raised to the dignity of 
Mother of God. 


Mother of God 


This high office which the Coun- 
cil of Ephesus solemnly declared 
and sanctioned against the heresy 
of Nestorius (Cfr. Pius XI, En- 
cyclical Lux Veritatis; Acta Apost. 
Sedis, Vol. 23, P. 498, SS) and 
greater than which does not seem 
possible, demands the fullness of 
Divine grace and a soul immune 
from stain, since it requires the 
greatest dignity and sanctity after 
Christ. Yea indeed, from this sub- 
lime office of the Mother of God 
seem to flow, as it were from a 
most limpid hidden source, all the 
privileges and graces with which 
her soul and life were adorned in 
such extraordinary manner and 
measure. 

For as Aquinas correctly states: 
“The Blessed Virgin, because she 
is the Mother of God, has a certain 
infinite dignity from the infinite 
good, which is God” (Cfr. Summa 
Theologica, 8, Q, 25, Art 6 ad 
4um). And a distingushed writer 
develops and explains this in these 
words: “The Blessed Virgin ... is 
the Mother of God: therefore, she 
is the purest and the most holy, 
so that under God a greater purity 
cannot be understood” (Cornelius 
a Lapide, In Matth. 1, 16). 

And again, if we consider the 
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matter with attention, and espe- 
cially if we consider the burning 
and sweet love which Almighty 
God without doubt had, and has, 
for the mother of His only-begot- 
ten Son, for what reason can we 
even think that she was, even for 
the briefest moment of time, sub- 
ject to sin and destitute of divine 
grace. Almighty God could certain- 
ly, by virtue of the merits of the 
Redeemer, bestow on her this sin- 
gular privilege; that therefore He 
did not do so, we cannot even sup- 
pose. It was fitting that Jesus 
Christ should have such a mother 
as would be worthy of Him as far 
as possible; and she would not 
have been worthy, if, contami- 
nated by the hereditary stain even 
for the first moment only of her 
conception, she had been subject 
to the abominable power of Satan. 


Redeemed by Christ 


Nor can it be asserted that the 
Redemption by Christ was on this 
account lessened, as if it did not 
extend to the whole race of Adam: 
and therefore something taken 
away from the office and dignity 
of the Divine Redeemer. For if 
we carefully and thoroughly con- 
sider the matter, we easily per- 
ceive that Christ the Lord in a 
certain most perfect manner really 
redeemed His mother, since it was 
by virtue of His merits that she 
was preserved by God immune 
from all stain of original sin. 
Wherefore, the infinite dignity of 
Jesus Christ and His office of uni- 
versal redemption is not dimin- 
ished nor lowered by this tenet of 
doctrine, rather it is greatly in- 
creased. 

Non-Catholics and reformers are 
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therefore mistaken when because 
of this pretext they find fault with, 
or disapprove of, our devotion to 
the Virgin Mother of God, as if 
it took something from the wor- 
ship due to God alone and to Jesus 
Christ. The contrary is true be- 
cause any honor and veneration 
which we may give to our Heaven- 
ly Mother undoubtedly redounds to 
the glory of her Divine Son, not 
only because all graces and all 
gifts, even the highest, flow from 
Him as from their primary source, 
but also because “The glory of 
children are their fathers” (Book 
of Proverbs, XVII 6). 


Universality of doctrine 


Wherefore, right from ancient 
Church times, this tenet of doc- 
trine both among pastors and in 
the minds and hearts of the people 
became daily more illustrious and 
more widespread. The writings of 
the Fathers bear witness to it; the 
Councils and the acts of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs declare it; and, final- 
ly, the ancient liturgies, in whose 
oldest sacred books this feast is 
mentioned as traditional, testify 
to it. 

And even among all the com- 
munities of Oriental Christians 
which long since have broken away 
from the unity of the Catholic 
Church, there were not wanting, 
nor are there wanting, those who, 
although animated by prejudices 
and wrong opinions, have em- 
braced this doctrine and celebrate 
annually the solemnity of the Im- 
maculate Conception; which would 
undoubtedly not be so, had they 
not received this doctrine from an- 
cient times, before they were cut 
off from the one fold. 
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It is, therefore, a pleasure for 
us, a full century having passed 
since the Pontiff of immortal mem- 
ory, Pius IX, solemnly proclaimed 
this singular privilege of the Vir- 
gin Mother of God, to summarize 
the whole doctrinal position and 
conclude in these words of the 
same Pontiff, asserting that this 
doctrine “vouched for in Sacred 
Scripture according to the inter- 
pretation of the Fathers, is handed 
down by them in so many of their 
important writings, is expressed 
and celebrated in so many illus- 
trious monuments of renowned 
antiquity, and proposed and con- 
firmed by the greatest and highest 
decision of the Church” (Bull Jn- 
effabilis Deus), so that to pastors 
and faithful there is nothing 
“more sweet, nothing dearer than 
to worship, venerate, invoke and 
praise with ardent affection the 
Mother of God conceived without 
stain of original sin.” (Ibidem.) 


Assumption the complement 


But that most precious gem with 
which, one hundred years ago, the 
sacred diadem of the Blessed Vir- 
gin was adorned, seems to Us 
today to shine with brighter light, 
since by Divine providence it fell 
to Our lot, toward the close of the 
Jubilee Year of 1950 — We recall 
it with gratitude — to define that 
the Mother of God was assumed 
body and soul into Heaven; and 
thus to satisfy the wishes of the 
faithful, which had been more 
urgently expressed after the sol- 
emn definition of the Immaculate 
Conception. For then, as we Our- 
selves wrote in the Apostolic Let- 
ter Munificentissimus Deus (Acta 
Apost. Sedis, Vol. 35 pag. 744), 


“the faithful were moved by a cer- 
tain more ardent hope that the 
dogma also of the corporal As- 
sumption of the Virgin Mary into 
Heaven should be defined as soon 
as possible by the supreme magis- 
terium of the Church.” 

Henceforth, it seems that the 
faithful can with greater and bet- 
ter reason turn their minds and 
hearts to the mystery of the Im- 
maculate Conception. For the two 
dogmas are intimately connected 
in ciose bond. And now that the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
into Heaven has been promulgated 
and shown in its true light — that 
is, as the crowning and comple- 
ment of the prior privilege be- 
stowed upon her — there emerge 
more fully and more clearly the 
wonderful wisdom and harmony of 
the Divine plan, by which God 
wishes the most blessed Virgin 
Mary to be free from all stain of 
original sin. 

And so these two very singular 
privileges, bestowed upon the Vir- 
gin Mother of God, stand out in 
most splendid light as the begin- 
ning and as the end of her earthly 
journey; for the greatest possible 
glorification of her virgin body is 
the complement, at once appropri- 
ate and marvelous, of the absolute 
innocence of her soul, which was 
free from all stain; and just as 
she took part in the struggle of 
her only-begotten Son with the 
wicked serpent of Hell, so also she 
shared in His glorious triumph 
over sin and its sad consequences. 


Mary our Model 


Yet this centenary celebration 
should not only serve to revive 
Catholic Faith and earnest devo- 
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tion to the Mother of God in the 
souls of all but Christians should 
also, in as far as possible, conform 
their lives to the image of the same 
Virgin. Just as all mothers are 
‘deeply affected when they perceive 
that the countenance of their chil- 
dren reflects a peculiar likeness to 
their own, so also our Most Sweet 
Mother wishes for nothing more, 
never rejoices more than when she 
sees those whom, under the cross 
of her Son, she has adopted as 
children in His stead, portray the 
lineaments and ornaments of her 
own soul in thought, word and 
deed. 

But if this devotion is not to 
consist of mere word, is not to be 
counterfeit coin of religion or the 
weak and transitory affection of a 
moment, but is to be something 
sincere, true and efficacious, it is 
necessary that each one of us 
should according to his condition 
of life, avail of it for the acquisi- 
tion of virtue. The commemora- 
tion of the mystery of the Most 
Holy Virgin, conceived immaculate 
and immune from all stain of 
original sin, should, in the first 
place, urge us to that innocence 
and integrity of life which flees 
from and abhors even the slightest 
stain of sin. 

And it seems to Us that the 
Blessed Virgin, who throughout 
the whole course of her life — both 
in joys, which affected her deeply, 
as in distress and atrocious suffer- 
ing, through which she is Queen 
of Martyrs — never departed from 
the precepts and example of her 
own Divine Son, it seems to us, 
We say, that she repeats to each 
of us those words, with which she 
addressed the servers at the wed- 
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ding feast of Cana, pointing as 
it were to Jesus Christ: ‘What- 
soever He shall say to you, do ye” 
(John, 2, 5). 


Evils of the day 


This same exhortation, under- 
stood, of course, in a wider sense, 
she seems to repeat to us all today, 
when it is evident that the root of 
all evils by which men are harshly 
and violently afflicted and peoples 
and nations straitened, has its 
origin in this especially, that many 
people have forsaken Him “the 
fountain of living water and have 
dug for themselves cisterns, bro- 
ken cisterns, that can hold no 
water” (Jer. 2, 18). They have 
forsaken Him Who is the “Way, 
the truth and the life” (John XIV, 
6). If, therefore, there has been 
a wandering, there must be a re- 
turn to the straight path. If the 
darkness of error has clouded 
minds, it must be dispersed imme- 
diately by the light of truth. If 
death, death in the true sense, has 
seized upon souls, eagerly and en- 
ergetically must life be taken hold 
of. We mean that heavenly life 
which knows no ending, since it 
comes forth from Jesus Christ; 
which, if we faithfully and con- 
fidently pursue in this mortal exile, 
we shall surely enjoy for ever with 
Him in the happiness of the eter- 
nal home. This is what she teaches 
us; to this the Blessed Virgin 
Mary exhorts us, our Most Sweet 
Mother who, with true charity, 
loves us more than any earthly 
mother. 

Today, as you well know, vener- 
able brethren, men are greatly in 
need of these exhortation and in- 
vitations by which they are ad- 
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monished to return to Christ and 
diligently and effectively to con- 
form their lives to the Command- 
ments, since many are trying to 
root out the Christian Faith from 
their souls, either by cunning and 
secret snares, or else by open and 
arrogant preaching of those errors 
of which they wantonly boast, as 
if they were to be considered the 
glory of this progressive and en- 
lightened age. 

But once holy religion is re- 
jected, once the Divine Majesty, 
establishing what is good and evil, 
is ignored, it is plain that laws and 
public authority have little or no 
value. Then again, once hope and 
expectation of eternal reward are 
lost through these fallacious doc- 
trines, men will greedily and with- 
out restraint seek the things of 
earth, vehemently covet their 
neighbor’s goods, and even take 
them by force as often as occasion 
or opportunity is given. Hence 
hatred, envy, discord and rivalries 
arise among men; hence public and 
private life is perturbed ; hence the 
very foundations of society which 
can scarcely be held together and 
maintained by the authority of 
government are gradually under- 
mined; hence, deformation of 
morals by evil theatrical perform- 
ances, books, periodicals and ac- 
tual crime. 


Remedy 


We do not doubt that much can 
be done in this cause by those who 
hold the reins of government. 
However, the remedy for such 
great evils is to be sought from a 
higher source; namely, a power 
that is greater than human must 
be called in as aid, which will il- 
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lumine minds with heavenly light, 
which will touch souls and renew 
them with Divine grace and render 
them better by its inspiration. 

Then only can it be hoped that 
Christian morality will everywhere 
again flourish; that the true prin- 
ciples upon which society depends 
will become consolidated; that mu- 
tual, impartial and sincere estima- 
tion of values, together with justice 
and charity, will be established 
among the classes; that finally 
hatred will be quelled, whose seeds 
bring forth new miseries, and not 
rarely provoke exasperated souls 
to the shedding of blood — that, in 
fine, having mellowed and settled 
the contentions between the upper 
and lower classes, the sacred rights 
of both parties be composed with 
equity, and by mutual agreement 
and reasonableness be made con- 
formable and consistent with the 
public utility. 

Without doubt, all these prin- 
ciples of Christianity, which the 
Virgin Mother of God incites us 
to follow with eagerness and with 
energy, can be entirely and last- 
ingly productive only when actual- 
ly put into practice. Taking this 
into consideration, We invite each 
and every one of you, Venerable 
Brethren, by reason of the office 
that you exercise, to exhort the 
clergy and people committed to 
you to celebrate the Marian Year 
which We proclaim to be held the 
whole world over from the month 
of December next until the same 
month of the coming year—just a 
century having elapsed since the 
Virgin Mother of God, amid the 
applause of the entire Christian 
people shone with a new gem, 
when, as We have said, Our prede- 
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cessor of immortal memory, Pius 
IX, solemnly decreed and defined 
that she was absolutely free from 
all stain of original sin. And we 
confidently trust that this Marian 
celebration may bring forth those 
most desired and salutary fruits 
which all of us long for. 

But to facilitate matters and 
make the project more successful, 
We desire that in each diocese 
there be held for this purpose ap- 
propriate sermons and discourses, 
by means of which this tenet of 
Christian doctrine may be more 
clearly explained; so that the 
Faith of the people may be in- 
creased and their devotion to the 
Virgin Mother of God become daily 
more ardent, and that henceforth 
all may take upon themselves to 
follow in the footsteps of our 
heavenly mother, willingly and 
with promptitude. 


Pilgrimages 


And since in all cities, towns and 
villages, wherever the Christian 
religion thrives, there is a sanctu- 
ary, or at least an altar, in which 
the sacred image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is enshrined for the 
devotion of the Christian people, 
We desire, Venerable Brethren, 
that the faithful should throng 
thither in great numbers and 
should offer to our Most Sweet 
Mother not only private but also 
public supplications with one voice 
and with one mind. 

But where—as is the case in 
almost all dioceses, there exists a 
church in which the Virgin Mother 
of God is worshipped with more 
intense devotion, thither on stated 
days let pilgrims flock together in 
great numbers and publicly and in 


the open give glorious expression 
to their common Faith and their 
common love toward the Virgin 
Most Holy. We have no doubt that 
this will be done in an especial 
manner at the Grotto of Lourdes, 
where there is such ardent devo- 
tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
conceived without stain of sin. 
But let this holy city of Rome 
be the first to give the example, 
this city which from the earliest 
Christian era worshipped the 
heavenly mother, its patroness, 
with a special devotion. As all 
know, there are many sacred edi- 
fices here, in which she is proposed 
for the devotion of the Roman 
people; but the greatest without 
doubt is the Liberian Basilica, in 
which the mosaics of Our prede- 
cessor of pious memory, Sixtus III, 
still glisten, an outstanding monu- 
ment to the Divine maternity of 
the Virgin Mary, and in which the 
“salvation of the Roman people” 
(Salus Populi Romani) benignly 
smiles. Thither especially let the 
suppliant citizens flock, and before 
that most sacred image let all put 
forth pious prayers, imploring 
especially that Rome, which is the 
principal city of the Catholic 
world, may also give the lead in 
Faith, in piety and in sanctity. 
We address you, children of Rome, 
in the words of Our predecessor 
of saintly memory, Leo the Great, 
“For although the whole world, 
should flourish with all the vir- 
tues, you, however, above all 
other peoples, should especially ex- 
cel in deeds of piety, you who are 
founded on the citadel of the Apos- 
tolic rock, you whom Our Lord, 
Jesus Christ redeemed with all and 
the Blessed Apostle Peter in- 
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(Sermon III, 


structed above all.” 
14; Migne, P.L., LIV, 147-148.) 


Objects of prayer 


There are many things, indeed, 
which all, in the present circum- 
stances, should petition from the 
protection, patronage and interces- 
sory power of the Blessed Virgin. 
In the first place, let them ask 
that, with the assistance of Divine 
grace, the way of life of each one 
may be daily made more conform- 
able to the Christian Command- 
ments, as We have already said, 
since Faith without works is dead 
(Cfr. James, 2, 20 and 26), and 
since nobody can do anything be- 
fitting for the common good unless 
he himself first shines as an ex- 
ample of virtue before others. 

Let them also ask with supplica- 
tion that there may grow up a gen- 
erous and promising youth, pure 
and unblemished, and that the 
beautiful flower of youth may not 
suffer itself to be infected by the 
corrupt breath of this world and 
grow up in vice; that their un- 
bridled zeal and bursting ardor 
may be governed with even mod- 
eration, and that, abhorring all 
deception, they may not turn 
toward what is harmful and evil, 
but raise themselves up to what- 
ever is beautiful, whatever holy, 
lovable and elevating. 

United in prayer, let all implore 
that both in manhood and in old 
age men may shine by their Chris- 
tian probity and fortitude; that 
domestic life may be conspicuous 
for inviolate faithfulness, that it 
may flourish through proper and 
saintly education of its children, 
and be strengthened by true con- 
cord and mutual help. 


Let them finally ask that the 
aged may so rejoice over the fruits 
of a well-spent life, that, as the 
end of their mortal course ap- 
proaches, they may have nothing 
to fear, no pricks or anxieties of 
conscience, no cause for shame, but 
rather firmly trust that they will 
soon receive the reward of their 
long labors. 

Let them, besides, supplicate the 
Divine Mother, asking bread for 
the hungry, and justice for the 
oppressed; return to the father- 
land for those banished and exiled; 
a hospitable roof for the homeless; 
due liberty for those unjustly cast 
into prison or custody; for those, 
who, after so many years have 
elapsed since the last war, still 
silently languish and sigh in cap- 
tivity, the long-desired homecom- 
ing; for those blind in body or 
soul, the joy of refulgent light. 
And for all those separated from 
each other by hatred, envy and 
discord, let them implore reconcili- 
ation through fraternal charity 
and through that harmony and 
peaceful industriousness which is 
founded on truth, justice and mu- 
tual friendship. 


Freedom for the Church 


We desire in a special way, ven- 
erable brethren, that through the 
prayers which will be offered to 
God during the celebration of the 
coming Marian Year, supplication 
be made — through the interces- 
sion of the Mother of the Divine 
Redeemer and our Most Sweet 
Mother — finally the Catholic 
Church throughout the world may 
be allowed to enjoy the freedom 
that is its right: which freedom, 
as history clearly teaches, the 
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Church has always used to promote 
the good of peoples, never their de- 
triment; always to foster concord 
among citizens, nations and 
peoples, never strife. 

Everybody knows what difficul- 
ties the Church is experiencing in 
many parts of the world; with 
what lies, detraction and spoliation 
she has to contend. All know that 
in many places pastors of souls 
are either unhappily banished or 
thrown into prison without just 
cause, or else are so harassed that 
they are unable to carry out their 
duties properly. Finally, all are 
well aware that in those same 
places they are not allowed to have 
their own schools and training col- 
leges, that they cannot publicly 
teach, defend or propagate Chris- 
tian doctrine in periodicals or 
commentaries, and cannot prop- 
erly train the youth in accordance 
with the same doctrine. 

Therefore, in this Encyclical 
Letter We earnestly repeat those 
exhortations made by Us more 
than once before as the occasion 
arose: and We firmly trust that 
during the celebration of this 
Marian Year fervent prayers be 
offered throughout the world to 
the most powerful Mother of God 
who is also our tender mother; 
and that in those prayers special 
requests be made of her efficacious 
and ever-present patronage, that 
the sacred rights which are proper 
to the Church, and which the very 
exercise of human and civil liberty 


demands, may be openly and sin-' 
cerely recognized by all, and this, 


without doubt will conduce to 
greatest common good and an in- 
crease of common concord. 
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Church of Silence 


We desire in the first place to 
direct Our exhortation, inspired by 
ardent charity, to those who, re- 
duced to silence and trapped by 
all sorts of cunning snares, look 
with anguish of soul at the afflic- 
tion and distress of their Christian 
community, left destitute of all 
human help. Let these, our dearly 
beloved brothers, also join with us 
and all other Christians in invok- 
ing before the Father of mercies 
and the God of all consolation 
(Cfr. 2 Cor. 1, 3) the most power- 
ful patronage of the Virgin Moth- 
er of God, our mother also, and 
let them ask her for heavenly aid’ 
and Divine consolation. Perserver- 
ing in the ancient Faith with un- 
daunted courage, let them take as 
their motto of Christian fortitude 
in this time of trial the words of 
the Mellifluous Doctor: “We shall 
stand and fight to death, if needs 
be, for (the Church) Our Mother, 
and with lawful weapons: not with 
the sword and shield, but with 
prayers and sighs to God (St. 
Bernard, Epistle 221, 3: Migne 
P.L. 182, 36, 387). 

Furthermore, We call on those 
also who are separated from Us by 
ancient schism and whom none the 
less We love with paternal affec- 
tion to unite in pouring forth 
these joint prayers and supplica- 
tions, knowing full well how great- 
ly they venerate the Mother of 
Jesus Christ and celebrate her Im- 
maculate Conception. May the 
same Blessed Virgin Mary look 
down on all those who are proud 
to call themselves Christians, and 
who, being united at least by the 
bond of charity, humbly raise to 
her their eyes, their minds and 

















FULGENS CORONA 53 


their prayers, imploring that light 
which illumines the mind with 
heavenly rays, and begging for 
that unity by which at last there 
may be one fold and one shepherd 
(cfr. John 10, 16). 


Works of penance 


To these unanimous prayers, 
pious works of penance should be 
added. For the effect of devotion 
to prayer is this: “The soul is 
sustained, is prepared for arduous 
deeds and ascends to things Di- 
vine. The effect of penance is that 
we control ourselves, especially our 
body, which is, because of original 
sin, most rebellious against reason 
and the law of the Gospel. It is 
clear that these two virtues are 
intimately connected, help one an- 
other, and combine to withdraw 
man, who was born for Heaven, 
from transitory things, and carry 
him close to heavenly intimacy 
with God” (Leo XIII, Encyc. Oc- 
tobri Mense, Sept. 22, 1891; Acta 
Leonis, XIII, XI p.312). 


Mary and Peace 


Since, however, solid, sincere 
and tranquil peace has not yet 
appeared in souls and among 
peoples, let all strive with pious 
prayer to fully and fruitfully ob- 
tain and consolidate it, so that, 
just as the Most Blessed Virgin 
brought forth the Prince of Peace, 
so also may she, by her protection 
and patronage, unite men in 
friendly agreement. For then only 


can they enjoy whatever peaceful 
prosperity may be given to us dur- 
ing the course of this mortal life 
— when they are not divided by 
rivalries, not wretchedly torn by 
dissensions, not forced into oppo- 
site camps by threats and in- 
trigues; but when, joining hands 
in friendly affection, they ex- 
change the kiss of peace, that 
peace “which is tranquil liberty” 
(Cic, Phil. 11, 44), and which, 
guided by justice and nurtured by 
charity, unites in one harmonious 
family the various classes of citi- 
zens, nations and people. 

May the Divine Redeemer, 
moved by the favor and interces- 
sion of His most benign Mother, 
grant the widest and most fruitful 
effects to these Our most ardent 
desires, to which will correspond, 
We are sure, the wishes, not only 
of Our own children but also of 
all those who have at heart the 
interests of Christian culture and 
the progress of civil life. 

Meanwhile, may the Apostolic 
Benediction which We impart most 
lovingly in the Lord to all of you, 
venerable brethren, as also to your 
clergy and people, be a pledge of 
heavenly gifts and a token of Our 
paternal benevolence. 

Given at St. Peter’s Rome, on 
the eighth day of September, on 
the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year 
1953, the fifteenth of Our Pontifi- 
cate. 

Pius PP. XII. 








Nursing: a True and 
Sacred Ministry 


To Participants in The National Congress of Professional Nurses 
and Assistant Health Visitors 


Col sentimento di predilezione 


ITH the feeling of special 

love which is stirred up in 

our hearts by Apostles of 
Charity, we welcome you, beloved 
daughters, Professional Nurses and 
Assistant Health Visitors. You are 
desirous of crowning your Nation- 
al Convention with the Blessing of 
the Vicar of that same Jesus 
Christ, whom your enlightened 
faith makes you see once again in 
each invalid, teaching you to lavish 
on him something greater and bet- 
ter than mere professional assist- 
ance:—the warmth of supernatu- 
ral charity, which is, without 
doubt, the first and best of medi- 
cines. 

Our deep pity for the vast world 
of invalids, along with the desire 
that professional activity may be 
for you a daily means of sanctifi- 
cation, leads Us to exhort you to 
penetrate ever more deeply, and 
to make your own, the spirit of 
your excellent Association. Its 
lofty object is the elevation of your 
profession to the exercise of a true 
and sacred ministry. This obliges 
you to work, in so far as you are 
able, for the safeguarding in prac- 
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tice and in legislation, of the prin- 
ciples of natural and Christian 
right—principles which guarantee 
liberty and respect to the patient. 


Christ’s pity and respect 


These two aims, or if you will, 
these ideals inspiring your profes- 
sion—if re-enforced and sustained 
by an ever progressing technical 
knowledge—will make each of you 
a model nurse. If you want to 
reach so high a goal more easily, 
take as your model the Divine 
Healer of all who resort to Him in 
the trials of sickness, the Master 
Jesus. Meditate frequently on the 
pages of the Gospel, which tell of 
the loving meetings of the Son of 
God with suffering humanity. With 
a pious glance, notice with what 
pity He bends over the suffering, 
with what feelings of fatherliness 
He gathers them to Himself and 
with what complete surrender He 
puts Himself at their service, at 
times traveling a long road to 
reach them. And do not fail to 
notice His supreme respect for 
their personality and liberty in the 
use of His miracle-working power 
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in their favor. The fact that He 
usually waits for a request for a 
cure from the sufferer shows. not 
only the intrinsic value of prayer, 
but also His respect for the human 
person and the human will. Jesus, 
in a word, did not heal by force, 
but rather waited for a free con- 
sent to His action: in the same 
way that, as Redeemer of the hu- 
man race, He saves only those who 
in some way will it. 


The patient and doctor in Christ 


To recognize Jesus in the invalid 
and to act yourself like Jesus with 
him—here is the ideal of every 
Christian nurse! In this way, it 
will come about that the image of 
Christ will be reproduced twice by 
every bed of pain: in the sick 
person, the Christ of Calvary expi- 
ating and resigned; and in the one 
assisting, the compassionate Christ, 
divine doctor of soul and of bodies. 


The opportunity for good 


Your Convention has chosen for 
its topic neuropsychiatry in its 
relationships to your profession, 
thereby bringing especially to your 
attention the pitiful condition of 
the class of invalids perhaps most 
deserving of pity—the mentally 
ill—and inviting you at the same 
time to prepare yourselves proper- 


ly to offer them your Christian 
professional assistance when neces- 
sary. We think it timely to en- 
courage you in this exalted and 
urgently-needed charity. 

First of all, it is your great 
honor that society looks to you for 
the practical realization of the vast 
programs of prevention and cure 
which scientists and technicians in 
the field of psycho-therapy have 
been proposing during the last ten 
years or so. These new proposals 
have arisen partly out of concern 
over the growing number of peo- 
ple suffering from this sickness, 
and partly from a confidence in 
new systems of prophylaxis and 
cure, systems to replace almost 
completely the methods used up to 
the present time but now consid- 
ered unadapted to the needs. In 
the face of this wide mobilization 
of science and public authority for 
the conquest of the social malady 
of mental illness, We, moved not 
only by the profound human sym- 
pathy which such sufferers inspire, 
but also by religious considera- 
tions, desire to express Our partic- 
ular pleasure at all that has been 
done and is now being planned by 
societies, organizations, leagues— 
some of them world-wide, like the 
“Comitato di Esperti della Sanita 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, Oct. 2, 1953 and in Acta Apostolicae Sedis 





(Nov. 30, 1953) Vol. 45:725-29. Italian text. Translator, Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The care of the sick, especially of the mentally ill, requires a clear understand- 
ing of the application of moral and technical principles, of the patient's rights, 
and of the nurse's obligations: the patient is an image of Christ, expiating and 
resigned; the medical attendant is an image of Christ, compassionate and restor- 
ing. This talk complements two previous talks. The first, September 13, 1952, 
dealt with psychiatry in general and is available in N.C.W.C. pamphlet form and in 
Catholic Mind, May 1953; the second, April 13, 1953, with psychoanalysis, Cath- 
olic Mind, July 1953. 
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Mentale’”’'—to promote effectively 
one of. the fundamental goods of 
man—balance and harmony in his 
mental powers. 


Church’s esteem for menial health 


That mental health is one of the 
fundamental goods from the view- 
point of nature is obvious. But, it 
is just as clear that such health is 
also fundamental in the religious 
and supernatural sphere. In fact, 
the full development of religious 
values and of Christian sanctity in 
a soul is inconceivable, if a man 
does not start out with a healthy 
mind, well-balanced in its activi- 
ties. On the other hand, it is equal- 
ly certain that no physical defect 
or impairment can hinder the 
achievement of the most exalted 
sanctity. Is it really necessary to 
recall the great esteem in which 
mental health is held in Christian 
thought and practice? All that 
Sacred Scripture says in praise of 
Wisdom and of mere human wis- 
dom—which is to be preferred to 
physical strength, to kingdoms, to 
riches (cf. Wisdom 6,1 and pass.) 
—is an implicit affirmation of the 
importance of psychical presuppo- 
sitions, or rather of mental health. 
In practice it is well known that 
the Church, for the sake of penance 
and moderate mortification, per- 
mits one to curtail certain powers 
and urges of human nature and 
holds that, for the sake of higher 
motives, slight physical impair- 
ment may be justified, even though 
life may be shortened as an effect 
of rigorous penance. However, the 
Church has always rejected and 
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condemned any pseudo-religious 
and pseudo-mystical forms, which 
can disturb the mental balance of 
the subject. In the same way, it is 
careful, according to its pedagog- 
ical and pastoral tradition, to pro- 
mote the best methods — those 
which, according to trial and ex- 
perience, lead to a harmonious de- 
velopment of the spiritual powers. 
Again, despite contrary assertions 
by various sects in other times, it 
is generally admitted today that a 
conduct of life in conformity with 
the Christian commandments (the 
observance of which often calls for 
serious struggle and great sacri- 
fice, yet remains attainable with 
the help of grace) is the best pos- 
sible guarantee for safeguarding 
harmony of spirit in normal sub- 
jects. And the reestablishment of 
such conduct serves as a tonic for 
exhausted or shaken mental ener- 
gies. If mental health enjoys such 
esteem in Catholic thought and 
practice, it is only right that the 
Church looks with satisfaction at 
the new paths being opened by 
psychiatry in this post-war period. 
It knows that the recovery of a 
spirit from insanity, whether by 
prevention or by cure, is like the 
first step toward gaining him for 
Christ. For it affords him the 
possibility of becoming for the first 
time a conscious and active mem- 
ber of His Mystical Body, or of 
returning to such active member- 
ship from an atrophied, inert con- 
dition. 

Keep this human and religious 
side of your profession in mind, 
whenever you may have occasion 


1 Probably the “World Federation for Mental Health” is meant. 
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to care for the mentally sick or to 
labor in any way in this field, so 
that it may strengthen you to ex- 
pend generously your personal, 
spiritual contribution, and thus 
help them in a direct and special 
way. For it is not so much exter- 
nal medicines that heal them as it 
is the company of healthy, harmo- 
nious spirits, who are able to give 
them back a calm and friendly out- 
look on the world and on life. 


Consider the patient in four ways 


Your position as a nurse, al- 
though essential in the exercise of 
cure and of prophylaxis, neverthe- 
less in its turn makes your activity 
subject to the directions and to the 
suggestions of psychiatrists, whose 
instructions you should ordinarily 
carry out faithfully. But, the ques- 
tion here is closely related to per- 
sonal rights, and it is normally 
easy for a person to formulate on 
the basis of his own internal ex- 
periences and observations a judg- 
ment on the value? or lack of it in 
a determined method of cure. So it 
may happen that, through careful 
observation, you will find opposi- 
tion between the method being 
used and the natural and Christian 
principles which you profess. This 
can happen for modern psychiatry 
takes daring steps along roads not 
yet solidly established by long ex- 
perience. How should you act in 
conflicts of this kind? Since it is 


a question of true and sacred na- 
tural rights, there is no need to 
say more. It is important, how- 
ever, that you know exactly what 
these rights are. For this very 
reason, We took special care to 
explain the more important and 
fundamental ones to the illustri- 
ous participants in a recent Inter- 
national Congress of Psychother- 
apy and Clinical Psychology,? who 
came together in our presence. We 
told them, and we recall it to you 
now, that the fundamental orien- 
tation of a Christian psychologist 
and psychiatrist toward man must 
be such as to consider him: (1) 
as a psychical unity and totality; 
(2) as a unity with a complete 
structure of its own;* (3) as a 
social unity; and (4) as a trans- 
cendental unity, or in his tendency 
toward God. 

It is clear that this last consid- 
eration, not infrequently passed 
over because of the survival of na- 
turalistic currents, ought to be held 
in high regard by you, who propose 
to elevate your profession to the 
rank of a true and sacred ministry. 
Do not forget that the perfection, 
balance and harmony of the hu- 
man spirit is fulfilled here below 
in its tendency toward God and 
above, in its achievement. This 
is a principle which, in its theoret- 
ical aspect, gives you a full, round- 
ed explanation of human nature, 
and in practice detaches you from 


2 Value or lack of it—Italian is goodness or no, and could refer either to the 
conformity of the acts to moral standards, or its efficacy as a cure. Context seems 


to indicate former—Translator. 


3 Address to Fifth International Congress on Psychotherapy and Clinical Psy- 


chology, Rome, April 13, 1953. 


4 Unity with complete structure of its own—ltalian literally is structurated in 


itself. 
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those methods of cure which while 
apparently helpful, actually harm 
the better part of man. Among 
these we might mention in passing 
the case of psychical disturbances 
due to a clear awareness of guilt, 
which no cure can settle without 
religious repentance; and the false 
method of bringing people to con- 
sider the illicit exercise of a power 
as merely material sin even when 
at the same time they have a clear 
consciousness of this illicity. 

Nevertheless, with the exception 
of these and similar differences 
which may arise between modern 
systems of cure and Christian 
principles, your action should nor- 
mally conform itself to the dictates 
and the prescriptions of science, 
the progress of which you will both 
prize and pursue. This requires 
you above all to create around the 
sick person a _ serene aura of 
friendly trust. But, who can ac- 
complish this, without first of all 
living herself in serenity and in 
harmony with her own powers? 
Only the exemplary exercise of 
Christian virtues produces that in- 
terior serenity and that temperate 
optimism, which spontaneously re- 
echo in others and which are the 
best aid that can be offered to a 
mentally-ill person. They much 
more easily than any clinic and 
confinement will make him forget 
the unhappy circumstances of life 
which have combined to produce 
his sickness. 

If in the field of prophylaxis you 
should be placed by cribs whose 
occupants no longer have mothers, 
to help in the vast work of mental 
hygiene planned in modern pro- 
grams, the importance of the role 
asked of you over and above your 


technical job of observation and 
surveillance will be obvious. But 
no woman can feel herself fully a 
mother toward another’s children, 
nor communicate to them that af- 
fection—which on the authority of 
a contemporary psychologist is as 
important to mental health as vita- 
mins and proteins are to physical 
well-being—if she does not recog- 
nize within herself a solid title to 
spiritual maternity. Christian faith 
and piety offer a broad and firm 
foundation for this title of mother 
toward each child of God, re- 
deemed by Jesus Christ. The same 
will hold true if you are work- 
ing with teachers in school, with 
social workers in offices, with doc- 
tors in homes for the aged and in 
the consultation rooms where psy- 
chotherapy seeks to extend its pro- 
phylactic action. Everywhere, you 
must be accompanied by the spirit 
of faith, not only as a shield for 
your virtue, but also as a valuable 
complement to your professional 
learning. 


The true and sacred ministry 


Beloved daughters, Nurses, who 
through divine vocation -or free 
choice have embraced a life thorny 
with sacrifices for the sake of suf- 
fering humanity, do not set a lower 
value on your work than that ac- 
corded it by God and by human 
society. It is noble and necessary, 
it is aimed at achieving the wel- 
fare of the body and of the soul, 
it serves time and eternity: a true 
and sacred ministry! This evalua- 
tion, without disturbing your 


Christian sentiments of humility, 
must be for you a stimulus and an 
encouragement to hard work, to 
never-ending patience, and_ to 
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scrupulous exactness. When it is 
a question of assistance to the 
mentally ill, there will be the add- 
ed motive of generosity in giving 
something of your own spirit to an 
unhappy brother, so that he may 
be born again to life. May the 
whiteness which radiates from 
your clothing and calls up in the 
eyes of the sick angelic visions, be 
a symbol and a uniform of your 
interior supernatural life. May 
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you be real angels placed at the 
service of men. 

That these ideals, which are also 
our desires, may be realized in you 
and in everyone offering herself to 
the relief of the most dear sick, 
ever present to Our mind and to 
our prayers, we raise up ardent 
entreaties to God, while we impart 
with all our heart our Paternal 
Apostolic Benediction. 


. . . Three conditions govern the moral licitness of a surgical opera- 
tion which causes anatomic or functional mutilation; first, that the con- 
tinued presence or functioning of a particular organ within the whole 
organism is causing serious damage or constitutes a menace to it; 
next, this damage must be remediable or at least can be measurably 
lessened by the mutilation in question, and the operation's efficacy in 
this regard should be well assured; finally, one must be reasonably 
certain that the negative effect, that is, the mutilation and its con- 
sequences, will be compensated for by the positive effect: elimination 
of danger to the whole organism, easing of pain, and so forth. 


—Pius XII, to Italian urologists, Oct. 9, 1953. 


Individual Approach 


There is another work from which no one of you should consider 
himself dispensed: the work of individual approach, soul to soul, every- 
where, and in all circumstances. We would like no one to speak with 
you, deal with you, work with you, without receiving a ray of Christian 


light into his mind. 


—Pius XIl, to winners of a catechetical 
contest, Nov. 4, 1953. 








The Travel Agent 


To Delegates Attending a Convention in Rome 
of the American Society of Travel Agents 


The business mission 


HE business mission which 
has brought you to Rome, 
Gentlemen, even apart from 
the pleasure of this very welcome 
visit, could not but engage Our 
sympathetic attention and interest. 

Though Our direct contacts with 
your esteemed confraternity dur- 
ing recent years have been quite 
understandably few, We still treas- 
ure the memory of many an ear- 
lier courteous service rendered. 
And these ever broader and 
steadier streams of pilgrims, pro- 
fessionals and tourists of every 
walk in life, converging on Our 
lovely Italy and the Eternal City 
at its heart, keep Us constantly 
mindful of the good offices you are 
in a position to contribute to the 
satisfaction and profit of so many 
of Our beloved children near and 
far. 

Plainly for all to see, the travel 
agent’s trade has its own place of 
honor among the prodigious social 
developments of our times. In the 
bare hundred years since Thomas 
Cook first publicly advertised his 
original “excursion train” — and 
more particularly during the last 
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half-century of constant world 
movement, commotion and ex- 
change — you have succeeded in 
bringing the techniques of ocean 
and continental travel to rare per- 
fection and precision. 

What a relentless struggle 
against a whole sea of troubles, 
man-made and otherwise, that has 
meant! What alertness to the hu- 
man needs—not seldom to the hu- 
man caprices—of individuals, fam- 
ily groups and even masses on the 
move! The transport, lodging guid- 
ance, entertainment and repose of 
literally millions of travellers at 
home and abroad could never have 
become the relatively smooth and 
efficient social service we marvel at 
today, were it not for your vigilant, 
stubborn, painstaking effort of co- 
ordination and control. 


Professional aspects 


But the techniques of tickets, 
passports, timetables and _ inter- 
preters aside, may We not dare to 
speak of your business, too, in 
terms of dedication, vocation and 
apostleship? Has not the time come 
to give it the nobler name of a 
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profession? Why not, indeed? The 
dramatic “movement” in which 
you are playing your modest, yet 
all but indispensable part, involves 
far more than a complex series of 
commercial transactions. It neith- 
er begins nor ends with the buying 
and selling of economic goods and 
services, however competently or- 
ganized. Your skills and your 
counsel, no less completely than 
those, say, of the doctor or lawyer, 
are mobilized and placed at the 
service of human beings, children 
of God and heirs of Heaven like 
yourselves, for whom travel of one 
sort or another has assumed the 
proportions of a quest for personal 
fulfillment. 

The divinely implanted urge to 
share their joys and sorrows with 
their fellow-men of different climes 
and cultures, the yearning to enjoy 
together the grandeur and the 
beauty of a common human heri- 
tage, be it of Nature or art, of sci- 
ence or religion—surely that is 
reason abundant for treating as 
clients, rather than as mere custo- 
mers, those who make use of the 
travel agents’ ‘facilities’. There is 
so much that does not meet the eye 
in even the briefest of their sight- 
seeing trips! And how reassuring 
it is to realize that so many have 
formed the habit of vesting their 
vacations with a purpose more hu- 
mane than simple respite or dis- 


traction from the year-in, year-out 
business of making a living! 


Brother-exiles 


No, it will not do to set your 
sights too low. In each of the 
travellers confided ever so momen- 
tarily to your care and protection 
there breathes the restless human 
spirit of Saint Augustine’s im- 
mortal phrase; the soul of the pil- 
grim and wanderer here below, 
seeking knowingly or not because 
he needs it, the comfort and 
strength of communion in faith, 
hope and love with his brother- 
exiles in this valley of tears. Of 
each of these charges of yours, and 
not only of Homer’s famous hero, 
the poet-laureate of England sings: 


I am become a name; 
For always roaming with a hungry heart 
Much have I seen and known; cities of 
men 
And manners, climates, councils, govern- 
ments, 
Myself not least, but honour’d of them 
all; 
I am a part of all that I have met. 
* * * 
Yet all experience is an arch where- 
through 
Gleams that untravelled world, whose 
margin fades 
Forever and forever when I move. 
—ALFRED LORD TENNYSON, Ulysses 


To this meeting of men’s minds 
and hearts, Gentlemen, to this most 
worthy journey’s end, your profes- 
sional lives and labors are com- 
mitted. We need not, then, remind 





Discourse in English as reported in Osservatore Romano, October 31, 1953. 
The modern travel agent provides professional skill and counsel as he serves 
the interests of his precious human cargo. His opportunities for dedication, voca- 
fion and apostleship are many, his responsibilities befcre divine and human law 
are serious. Each traveller confided to his care is a brother-exile in this valley of 
tears seeking personal fulfillment; the agent's duty is to help each find fulfillment 


on the highest plane possible. 
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you, We trust, that the precious 
human cargo whose interests you 
serve represents a _ serious re- 
sponsibility before that moral law, 
at once divine and human, which 
must guide, as it limits, the con- 
duct of the traveller and his agent 
alike. 


No wanton luxury 


The comfort and convenience of 
the voyage will be naturally one 
of your chief preoccupations—un- 
less the wayfarer has renounced 
both in the spirit of the pilgrim or 
penitent. But let them be pro- 
vided in discreet and reasonable 
measure. Let there be no conniv- 
ing with those—happily an excep- 
tional few—who permit themselves 
abroad, what conscience would re- 
proach them for at home, the wan- 
ton display of luxurious and dis- 
sipated living. International un- 
derstanding and amity have less 
than nothing to gain from such 
“vacation” trips, which cannot fail 
to scandalize the tourist’s toiling 
and less affluent brethren in the 
country whose hospitality is thus 
abused. 


Decent gain vs exploitation 


Likewise the enjoyment and 
legitimate recreation of your pa- 
trons on tour must form one of 
your major concerns. But could 
We call it less than treason to your 
high calling, were you to lend the 
least encouragement to those who 
would exploit the stranger in their 
midst in guise of entertaining him? 
Obviously, the profit motive has its 
proper, if subordinate, dignity and 
function also in the field of travel 
accommodations: at every stage of 
the journey the laborer or servant 
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is worthy of his hire (cfr. Luk. 
10, 7). And no one would be so 
rash as to suggest the stemming 
of that tide of “invisible exports” 
which has come to mean so much 
in revenue to harassed national 
trades and treasuries. But what 
avowable social purpose could pos- 
sibly be served by trading on the 
traveller’s ignorance of local cus- 
toms and values, by catering to his 
baser tastes and instincts, by using 
his separation from home and dear 
ones as an excuse for willfully ex- 
posing him to occasions of sin? 

Here, of course, as in so much 
of the planning of his tour, your 
personal responsibility is divided 
with the host country or organiza- 
tion. But the weight of your num- 
bers and experience, above all the 
contagion of your scrupulous ad- 
herence to an exalted ideal of hu- 
man fellowship, can do much to 
raise the moral standards of your 
service to a level that is recogniz- 
ably Christian, and to keep them 
there. 


International community concern 


To that noble end, as many a 
sorry experience shows, the pres- 
sure of numbers alone, without 
unity of moral conviction and pur- 
pose, will prove of little avail. As 
your organization grows to the 
dimensions of a major social force 
— and We are delighted to note 
that international travel has be- 
come a serious community concern 
for the seventy nations represented 
here before Us—We feel that you 
will have already sensed the need, 
along with other service-groups 
similar to your own, for agreement 
on some form or other of a Code of 
Fair Practice, wherein not only 
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your professional rights and pre- 
regatives, but also and especially 
your commitment to the demands 
of Christian ethical norms, would 
be resolutely set forth, confirmed 
and sanctioned. That would indeed 
be a happy development, and one 
rich in promise for the cause of 
spiritual unity in a world where 
travellers, their agents and their 
hosts were meant to live in frater- 
nal peace. 


Now that your Conference has 
ended, that brightening human 
horizon beckons you on from Eter- 
nal Rome. May the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, which We cordially 
invoke for your Association, your 
families and friends, gladden your 
voyage home and make ever more 
fruitful your labor for the legion 
of His travellers you are called to 
serve as He would have them 
served. 





To Delegates to The International Festival of Folklore 


Too often modern society uproots a man from his natural environ- 
ment to transplant him into the city or to expatriate him. It puts him 
at the disposal of vast and complex industrial combinations and enor- 
mous bureaucracies; it groups him in inorganic masses according to 
the localization of the means of production. Even when it does not 
break up the family, it uproots it from the soil where preceding 
generations had planted it .. . 


. . « The civilization which imposes the law of the machine on human 
beings also threatens to debase their normal use of leisure time. It too 
easily creates artificial pleasures, egotistical and banal, ready-made 
pleasures that demand no effort or initiative and that turn the indi- 
vidual inward toward himself rather than outward toward society. 


It is at this point that folklore takes on its true meaning. In a soci- 
ety that ignores its healthiest and most fertile traditions, folklore 
strives to make it maintain a living continuity with the past; not a 
continuity imposed by outside forces, but one resulting from the pro- 
found feelings of generations, which have found in folklore the expres- 
sion of their special aspirations, their beliefs, desires, and sorrows, 
their glorious memories of the past and their hopes for the future... 

. . » But it must not be forgotten that in Christian countries, or in 
those which once were Christian, religious faith and the people's lives 
formed a unity comparable to the unity of soul and body. Today, 
where such unity is lacking or where faith has become weak, can popular 
traditions, deprived of their vital principles, be maintained or renewed 
even artificially? In regions where such unity is still preserved folk- 
lore is not merely a curious survival from past ages; it is a manifesta- 
tion of present-day life, which recognizes its debt to the past and 


attempts to maintain itself and adapt itself intelligently to new situa- 
tions. 


—Pius XII, to delegates to the International 
Festival of Folklore, July 19, 1953. 











International Community _ 
and Religious Tolerance 


To participants in the Fifth National Convention of the 
Union of Italian Catholic Jurists 


Ci riesce 


T gives Us great satisfaction, 

beloved sons of the Union of 

Catholic Jurists, to see you 
gathered round Us here and to bid 
you heartfelt welcome. 

In the beginning of October an- 
other congress of jurists, dealing 
with international penal law, 
gathered in Our summer residence. 
Your convention is rather national 
in character, but the subject it is 
treating, “The Nation and the In- 
ternational Community,” touches 
again the relations between peo- 
ples and sovereign states. It is not 
by chance that congresses are mul- 
tiplying for the study of interna- 
tional questions, be they scientific, 
economic or political. The clear 
fact that relations between indi- 
viduals of various nations and be- 
tween nations themselves are 
growing in multiplicity and inten- 
sity, makes daily more urgent a 
right ordering of international 
relations, both private and public; 
all the more so since this mutual 
drawing together is caused not 
only by vastly improved technolog- 
ical progress and by free choice 
but also by the more profound ac- 


64 


December 6, 1953 


tion of an intrinsic law of devel- 
opment. This movement, then, is 
not to be repressed but fostered 
and promoted. 


I 


In this work of expansion, com- 
munities of states and peoples, 
whether already existing or only 
a goal to be achieved, have natu- 
rally a special importance. They 
are communities in which sover- 
eign states, that is to say, states 
which are subordinate to no other 
state, are united into a juridical 
community to attain definite ju- 
ridical ends. It would give a false 
idea of these juridical commu- 
nities to compare them to world 
empires, of the past or of the pres- 
ent, in which different racial 
stocks, peoples and states become 
fused, whether they want it or not, 
into a single conglomeration of 
states. In the present instance, 
however, states, remaining sover- 
eign, freely unite into a juridical 
community. 

In this connection, the history of 
the world, which shows a continu- 
ous succession of struggles for 
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po‘ver, no doubt might make the 
establishment of a juridical com- 
munity of free states seem almost 
utopian. The conflicts of the past 
have too often been motivated by 
a desire to subjugate other nations 
and to extend the range of one’s 
own power, or by the necessity of 
defending one’s liberty and one’s 
own independent existence. This 
time, on the contrary, it is pre- 
cisely the will to prevent threaten- 
ing conflicts that urges men toward 
a supranational juridical commu- 
nity. Utilitarian considerations, 
which certainly carry considerable 
weight, point toward the working 
out of peace; and finally, perhaps, 
it is precisely this mingling of men 
of different nations because of 
technological progress that has 
awakened the faith, implanted in 
the hearts and souls of individuals, 
in a higher community of men, 
willed by the Creator and rooted 
in the unity of their common ori- 
gin, nature and final destiny. 


II 


These and other similar consid- 
erations show that advance toward 
establishing a community of peo- 
ples does not look, as to a unique 
and ultimate norm, to the will of 
the States but rather to nature, 
to the Creator. The right to exist- 
ence, the right to respect from 
others and to one’s good name, the 


right to one’s own culture and na- 
tional character, the right to de- 
velop oneself, the right to demand 
observance of international trea- 
ties, and other like rights, are ex- 
igencies of the law of nations, dic- 
tated by nature itself. The posi- 
tive law of different peoples, also 
indispensable in the community of 
states, has the office of defining 
more exactly the rights derived 
from nature and of adapting them 
to concrete circumstances, also of 
making other provisions, directed, 
of course, toward the common 
good, on the basis of a positive 
agreement, which once freely en- 
tered into, has binding force. 

In this community of nations, 
then, every state becomes a part 
of the system of international law, 
and hence of natural law, which 
is both foundation and crown of 
the whole. Thus the individual 
nation no longer is—nor in fact 
was it ever—“sovereign,” in the 
sense of being entirely without 
restrictions. “Sovereignty” in the 
true sense means seif-rule and ex- 
clusive competence concerning 
what has to be done and how it 
is to be done in regard to the af- 
fairs of a definite territory, always 
within the framework of interna- 
tional law, without however be- 
coming dependent on the juridical 
system of any other state. Every 
state is immediately subject to in- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, Dec. 7-8, 1953 and in Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis, v. 45, pp. 794-802 (Dec. 16, 1953). Italian text. Translation by Vatican 


Press Office. 


The occasion for this discourse was a special audience which the Holy Father 
granted to participants in the fifth national convention of the Union of Italian 
Catholic Jurists. The audience comprised a large number of magistrates and 
university professors as well as lawyers, both cleric and lay, and was received by 
the Holy Father in Consistorial Hall at the Vatican. 
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ternational law. States which 
would lack this fullness of power, 
or whose independence of the 
power of any other state would not 
be guaranteed by international 
law, would not be sovereign. But 
no state could complain about a 
limitation of its sovereignty if it 
were denied the power of acting 
arbitrarily and without regard for 
other states. Sovereignty is not a 
divinization of the state, or omni- 
potence of the state in the Hege- 
lian sense, or after the manner of 
absolute juridical positivism. 


III 


There is no need to explain to 
you students of law how the set- 
ting up, maintenance and opera- 
tion of a real community of states, 
especially one that would embrace 
all peoples, give rise to many 
duties and problems, some of them 
extremely difficult and compli- 
cated, which cannot be solved by 
a simple yes or no answer. Such 
would be the question of race and 
origin, with their biological, psy- 
chological and social conse- 
quences; the question of language; 
the question of family life, with 
its relations, varying according to 
nation, between husband and wife, 
parents, the larger family group; 
the question of the equality or 
equivalence of rights in what re- 
gards goods, contracts and persons 
for the citizens of one sovereign 
state who either live for a short 
time in a foreign state or, retain- 
ing their own nationality, estab- 
lish permanent residence there; 
the question of the right of immi- 
gration or of emigration, and 
other like questions. 

The jurist, the statesman, the 
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individual state, as well as the 
community of states should here 
take account of all the inborn in- 
clinations of individuals and com- 
munities in their contracts and 
reciprocal relations: such as the 
tendency to adapt or to assimilate, 
often pushed even to an attempt to 
absorb; or contrariwise, the tend- 
ency to exclude and to destroy 
anything that appears incapable 
of assimilation; the tendency to 
expand, to embrace what is new, 
as on the contrary, the tendency 
to retreat and to segregate one- 
self; the tendency to give oneself 
entirely, forgetful of self, and its 
opposite, attachment to oneself, 
excluding any service of others; 
the lust for power, the yearning 
to keep others in subjection, and 
so on. 

All these instincts, either of 
self-aggrandizement or of self- 
defense, have their roots in the 
natural dispositions of individuals, 
of peoples, of races, and of com- 
munities, and in their restrictions 
and limitations. One never finds 
in them everything that is good 
and just. God alone, the origin 
of all things, possesses within Him- 
self, by reason of His infinity, all 
that is good. 

From what We have said, it is 
easy to deduce the fundamental 
theoretical principle for dealing 
with these difficulties and tenden- 
cies: within the limits of the pos- 
sible and lawful, to promote every- 
thing that facilitates union and 
makes it more effective; to remove 
everything that disturbs it; to 
tolerate at times that which it is 
impossible to correct but which, 
on the other hand, must not be 
permitted to make shipwreck of 
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from which a 


the community, 
higher good is hoped for. The dif- 
ficulty rests in the application of 
this principle. 


IV 


In this connection, We wish to 
treat with you who are happy to 
profess yourselves Catholic ju- 
rists, concerning one of the ques- 
tions which arise in a community 
of peoples, that is, the practical 
co-existence (convivenza) of Cath- 
olic with non-Catholic states. 

Depending upon the religious 
belief of the great majority of 
citizens, or by reason of an ex- 
plicit declaration of law, peoples 
and member states of the interna- 
tional community will be divided 
into those that are Christian, non- 
Christian, indifferent to religion 
or consciously without it, or even 
professedly atheist. The interests 
of religion and morality will re- 
quire for the whole extent of the 
international community a well- 
defined rule, which will hold for 
all the territory of the individual 
sovereign member-states of the in- 
ternational community. According 
to probability and depending on 
circumstances, it can be foreseen 
that this ruling of positive law will 
be thus enunciated: within its own 
territory and for its own citizens, 
each state will regulate religious 
and moral affairs by its own laws. 
Nevertheless, throughout the whole 
territory of the international com- 
munity of states, the citizens of 
every member-state will be al- 
lowed the exercise of their own 
beliefs and ethical and religious 
practices, in so far as these do not 
contravene the penal laws of the 
state in which they are residing. 


For the jurist, the statesman 
and the Catholic state arises here 
the question: can they give their 
consent to such a ruling when 
there is question of entering and 
remaining in an international com- 
munity? 

Now, in regard to religious and 
moral interests, a twofold question 
arises: the first deals with the ob- 
jective truth and the obligation of 
conscience toward what is objec- 
tively true and good; the second 
deals with the practical attitude of 
the international community to- 
ward the individual sovereign 
state and the attitude of the indi- 
vidual State toward the interna- 
tional community in what regards 
religion and morality. 

The first question can hardly be 
a matter for discussion and legal 
ruling between the _ individual 
states and the international com- 
munity, especially in the case of a 
plurality of different religious be- 
liefs within the international com- 
munity. On the other hand, the 
second question can be of extreme 
importance and urgency. 


Vv 


Now to give the right answer 
to the second question. Above all, 
it must be clearly stated that no 
human authority, no state, no com- 
munity of states, whatever be 
their religious character, can give 
a positive command or positive 
authorization to teach or to do that 
which would be contrary to reli- 
gious truth or moral good. Such 
a command or such an authoriza- 
tion would have no obligatory 
power and would remain without 
effect. No authority may give such 
a command, because it is contrary 








to nature to oblige the spirit and 
the will of man to error and evil, 
or to consider one or the other as 
indifferent. Not even God could 
give such a positive command or 
positive authorization, because it 
would be in contradiction to His 
absolute truth and sanctity. 
Another question, essentially 
different, is this: Could the norm 
be established in a community of 
states—at least in certain circum- 
stances—that the free exercise of 
a belief and of a religious or moral 
practice which possess validity in 
one of the member states, be not 
hindered throughout the entire 
territory of the community of na- 
tions by state laws or coercive 
measures. In other words, the 
question is raised whether in these 
circumstances “non impedire” or 
toleration is permissible, and 
whether, consequently, positive 
repression is not always a duty. 
We have just adduced the au- 
thority of God. Could God, al- 
though it would be possible and 
easy for Him to repress error and 
moral deviation, in some cases 
choose the “non impedire” without 
contradicting His infinite perfec- 
tion? Could it be that in certain 
circumstances He would not give 
men any mandate, would not im- 
pose any duty, and would not even 
communicate the right to impede 
or to repress what is erroneous 
and false? A look at things as they 
are gives an affirmative answer. 
Reality shows that error and sin 
are in the world in great measure. 
God reprobates them, but He per- 
mits them to exist. Hence the 
affirmation: religious and moral 
error must always be impeded, 
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when it is possible, because tolera- 
tion of them is in itself immoral, 
is not valid absolutely and uncon- 
ditionally. 

Moreover, God has not given 
even to human authority such an 
absolute and universal command 
in matters of faith and morality. 
Such a command is unknown to 
the common convictions of man- 
kind, to Christian conscience, to 
the sources of revelation and to 
the practice of the Church. To 
omit here other Scriptural texts 
which are adduced in support of 
this argument, Christ in the par- 
able of the cockle gives the fol- 
lowing advice: let the cockle grow 
in the field of the world together 
with the good seed in view of the 
harvest (cf. Matthew 13, 24-30). 
The duty of repressing moral and 
religious error cannot therefore 
be an ultimate norm of action. It 
must be subordinate to higher and 
more general norms, which in some 
circumstances permit, and even 
perhaps seem to indicate as the 
better policy toleration of error 
in order to promote a greater good. 

Thus the two principles are clar- 
ified to which recourse must be 
had in concrete cases for the an- 
swer to the serious question con- 
cerning the attitude which the ju- 
rist, the statesman and the sover- 
eign Catholic state is to adopt in 
consideration of the community of 
nations in regard to a formula of 
religious and moral toleration as 
described above. First: that which 
does not correspond to truth or to 
the norm of morality objectively 
has no right to exist, to be spread 
or to be activated. Secondly: fail- 
ure to impede this with civil laws 
and coercive measures can never- 
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theless be justified in the interests 
of a higher and more general 
good. 

Before all else the Catholic 
statesman must judge if this con- 
dition is verified in the concrete— 
this is the “question of fact.” In 
his decision he will permit himself 
to be guided by weighing the dan- 
gerous consequences that stem 
from toleration against those from 
which the community of nations 
will be spared, if the formula of 
toleration be accepted. Moreover, 
he will be guided by the good 
which, according to a wise prog- 
nosis can be derived from tolera- 
tion for the international commu- 
nity as such, and indirectly for the 
member state. In that which con- 
cerns religion and morality he will 
also ask for the judgment of the 
Church. For her, only he to whom 
Christ has entrusted the guidance 
of His whole Church is competent 
to speak in the last instance on 
such vital questions, touching in- 
ternational life: that is, the Roman 
Pontiff. 


VI 


The institution of a community 
of nations, which today has been 
partly realized but which is striv- 
ing to be established and consoli- 
dated upon a higher and more per- 
fect level, is an ascent from the 
lower to the higher, that is, from 
a plurality of sovereign states to 
the greatest possible unity. 

The Church of Christ has, in 
virtue of a mandate from her Di- 
vine Founder, a similar universal 
mission. She must draw to her- 
self and bind together in religious 
unity the men of all races and of 
all times. But here the process is 
in a certain sense the contrary: 


she descends from the higher to 
the lower. In the former case, the 
superior juridical unity of nations 
was and still is to be created. In 
the latter, the juridical commu- 


‘nity with its universal end, its con- 


stitution, its powers and those in 
whom these powers are invested, 
are already established from the 
beginning, by the will and decree 
of Christ Himself. The duty of 
this universal community from the 
outset is to incorporate all men 
and all races (cf. Matt. 28, 19) and 
thereby to bring them to the full 
truth and the grace of Jesus 
Christ. 

The Church, in the fulfillment 
of this her mission, has always 
been faced and is still faced in 
large measure by the same prob- 
lems which the functioning of a 
community of sovereign states 
must overcome; only she feels 
them more acutely, for she is obli- 
gated to the purpose of her mis- 
sion, determined by her Founder 
Himself, a purpose which pene- 
trates to the very depths of the 
spirit and heart of man. In this 
state of affairs conflicts are inevi- 
table, and history shows that there 
have always been conflicts, there 
still are, and according to the 
words of the Lord, there will be 
till the end of time. 

For the Church with her mis- 
sion has been, and is confronted 
with men and nations of marvelous 
culture, with others of almost in- 
credible lack of civilization, and 
with al! possible intermediate de- 
grees: diversity of extraction, of 
language, of philosophy, of reli- 
gious belief, of national aspira- 
tions and characteristics; free peo- 
ples and enslaved peoples; peoples 
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that have never belonged to the 
Church and peoples that have 
been separated from her commun- 
ion. 

The Church must live among 
them and with them; she can 
never declare before anyone that 
she is “not interested.”” The man- 
date imposed upon her by her Di- 
vine Founder renders it impossible 
for her to follow a policy of non- 
interference or laissez faire. She 
has the duty of teaching and edu- 
cating in all the inflexibility of 
truth and goodness, and with this 
absolute obligation she must re- 
main and work among men and 
nations that in mental outlook are 
completely different from each 
other. 

Let Us return now, however, to 
the two propositions mentioned 
above: and in the first place to 
the one which denies uncondition- 
ally everything that is religiously 
false and morally wrong. With 
regard to this point there never 
has been, and there is not now, in 
the Church any vacillation or any 
compromise, either in theory or 
in practice. 

Her deportment has not changed 
in the course of history, nor can 
it change whenever or wherever, 
under the most diversified forms, 
she is confronted with the choice: 
either incense for idols or blood 
for Christ. The place where you 
are now present, Eternal Rome, 
with the remains of a greatness 
that was and with the glorious 
memories of its martyrs, is the 
most eloquent witness to the an- 
swer of the Church. Incense was 
not burned before the idols, and 
Christian blood flowed and conse- 
crated the ground. But the tem- 
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ples of the gods lie in the cold de- 
vastation of ruins howsoever ma- 
jestic; while at the tombs of the 
martyrs the faithful of all nations 
and all tongues fervently repeat 
the ancient Creed of the Apostles. 

Concerning the second proposi- 
tion, that is to say, concerning 
tolerance in determined circum- 
stances, toleration even in cases in 
which one could proceed to repres- 
sion, the Church—out of regard 
for those who in.good conscience 
(though erroneous, but invincibly 
so) are of a different opinion—has 
been led to act and has acted with 
that -tolerance, after she became 
the State Church under Constan- 
tine the Great and the other Chris- 
tian emperors, always for higher 
and more cogent motives. So she 
acts today, and also in the future 
she will be faced with the same 
necessity. In such individual cases 
the attitude of the Church is de- 
termined by what is demanded for 
safeguarding and considering the 
“bonum commune,” on the one 
hand, the common good of the 
Church and the State in individual 
states, and on the other, the com- 
mon good of the universal Church, 
the reign of God over the whole 
world. In considering the “pro” 
and “con” for resolving the ‘“ques- 
tion of fact,” as well as what con- 
cerns the final and supreme judge 
in these matters, no other norms 
are valid for the Church except 
the norms which We have just 
indicated for the Catholic jurist 
and statesman. 


vil 


The ideas We have set forth may 
also be useful for the Catholic ju- 
rist and statesman when, in their 
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studies or in the exercise of their 
profession, they come in contact 
with the agreements (Concordats, 
Treaties, Agreements, Modus vi- 
vendi, etc.) which the Church 
(that is to say, for a long time 
now, the Apostolic See) has con- 
cluded and still concludes with 
sovereign states. The Concordats 
are for her an expression of the 
collaboration between the Church 
and State. In principle, that is, 
in theory, she cannot approve com- 
plete separation of the two powers. 
The Concordats, therefore, must 
assure to the Church a stable con- 
dition in right and in fact in the 
state with which they are con- 
cluded, and must guarantee to 
her full independence in the fulfill- 
ment of her divine mission. 

It is possible that the Church 
and the State proclaim in a Con- 
cordat their common religious con- 
viction; but it may also happen 
that a Concordat have, together 
with other purposes, that of fore- 
stalling disputes with regard to 
questions of principle and of re- 
moving from the very beginning 
possible matters of conflict. When 
the Church has set her signature 
to a Concordat, it holds for every- 
thing contained therein. But, with 
the mutual acknowledgment of 
both high contracting parties, it 


may not hold in the same way for 
everything. It may signify an ex- 
press approval, but it may also 
mean a simple tolerance, according 
to those two principles which are 
the norm for the co-existence (con- 
vivenza) of the Church and her 
faithful with the civil powers and 
with men of another belief. 

This, beloved sons, is what We 
intended to treat of with you rath- 
er fully. For the rest, We are con- 
fident that the international com- 
munity can banish every danger 
of war and establish the peace, 
and, as far as the Church is con- 
cerned, can guarantee to her free- 
dom of action everywhere, so that 
she may be able to establish in the 
spirit and the heart, in the 
thoughts and the actions of men, 
the Kingdom of Him Who is the 
Redeemer, the Lawgiver, the 
Judge, the Lord of the world, 
Jesus Christ, Who rules as God 
over all things, blessed forever 
(Rom. 9,5). 

While with Our paternal good 
wishes We follow your work for 
the greater good of nations and 
for the perfecting of international 
relations, from the fulness of Our 
heart We impart to you, as a 
pledge of the richest divine graces, 
the Apostolic Benediction. 











Prayer to Our Lady 


of Emigrants 


Most Holy Virgin Mary, Escort of exiles, 
who trudge the roads of all the world in search 
of work and bread, look with compassion on 
our situation and bless all who help us; you 
who have known exile yourself, be ever mind- 
ful, we implore, of us uprooted by want and of 
those, our brothers, who generously welcome us 
to share in their hard toil. 


O Virgin Mary, Help of Christians and Con- 
solation of the Afflicted, be a loving mother to 
us whom fate has forced to live far from our 
native lands, burdened with apprehensions as 
we work for ourselves and our families, with 
seldom a friend who can understand our prob- 
lems fully and in our familiar native tongue. 
Invigorate our flagging spirit. 


With your consoling kindness, with your 
strong motherly assistance, through your 
prayers of intercession, protect us in exile and 
our anxious families at home that, sustained 
as we all are by faith, hope and charity, we 
may walk in the fear of God, in submission to 
His Divine Will, faithful to Christ and His 
Church and thus may enjoy the fruits of re- 
demption and merit thereby earthly peace and 
heavenly happiness. Amen. 


—Pius XII, Santissima Vergine, 
Nov. 27, 1953. N.C.W.C. News Service. 
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NOTES and 
MEMORANDA 


THE MARIAN YEAR 


A large number of books, magazines, 
and pamphlets are being devoted at least 
in part to some recognition of the 
Marian Year. We will report publica- 
tions, as they come to our notice, which 
deal with papal documents on Mary. 

Some 36 such documents in new or 
revised translations are arranged and 
edited in Papal Documents on Mary by 
the Right Rev. Msgr. William J. Doheny, 
C.S.C. and the Rev. Joseph P. Kelly, 
S.T.D. This English collection of Marian 
papal documents was published by The 
Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee 1, 
Wis. in March of this year. 

Through the courtesy of Father Kelly 
we are able to give the following sum- 
mary of over 100 years of Marian papal 
documents: 

Pius IX. Ubi Primum. Feb. 2, 1849. 
Steps being taken, prayers and reports 
requested from all the Church with re- 
gard to the definition of the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception. 

Pius IX. Inter Graves, Dec. 1, 1854. 
Secret Consistory address designating 
Dec. 8. for the proclamation. 

Pius IX. Ineffabilis Deus, Dec. 8, 1854. 
Solemn definition of Dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception. 

Leo XIII. Supremi Apostolatus, Sep. 
1, 1888. The Rosary as remedy for 
evils of mankind. 

Leo XIII, Salutaris Ille, Dec. 24, 1883. 
Devotion to the Rosary. 

Leo XIII. Superiore Anno, Aug. 30, 
1884, Renewed appeal for devotion to 
Rosary; October devotions ordered. 

Leo XIII. Quamquam Pluries, Aug. 
15, 1889. Devotion to St. Joseph. 

Leo XIII. Octobri Mense, Sep. 22, 
1891. Mary our Mediatrix; efficacy of 
Rosary. 
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Leo XIII. Magnae Dei Matris, Sep. 
8, 1892. Fiftieth year of his episcopal 
consecration; Mary’s goodness to him; 
value of the Rosary. 

Leo XIII. Laetitiae Sanctae, Sep. 8, 
1893. Rosary a remedy for distaste for 
labor, repugnance to suffering, and for- 
getfulness of future life. 

Leo XIII. Iucunda Semper, Sep. 8, 
1894. Efficacy of Rosary; meaning of 
Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious Mys- 
teries. 

Leo XIII. Adiutricem Populi, Sep. 5, 
1895. Reunion of Eastern Christians 
through devotion to Mary by means of 
her Rosary. 

Leo XIII, Fidentem Piumque, Sep. 20, 
1896. Family Rosary, public Rosary de- 
votions, and daily recitation. 

Leo XIII. Augustissimae Virginis, 
Sep. 12, 1897. Confraternity of the Most 
Holy Rosary. 

Leo XIII. Diuturni Temporis, Sep. 5, 
1898. Twentieth year of pontificate; 
gratitude to Mary; devotion to Rosary. 

Pius X. Ad Diem Illum, Feb. 2, 1904. 
Fiftieth anniversary of proclamation of 
Dogma of the Immaculate Conception; 
spiritual blessings received. 

Pius X. Haerent Animo, Aug. 4, 1908. 
(Excerpt) Fiftieth year of ordination; 
Letter on the Sacred Priesthood; Mary 
and the priests of her Son. 

Benedict XV. Il 27 Aprile, May 5, 
1917. Efforts to prevent World War I. 
Recourse to Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
made through the Queen of Peace. 

Benedict XV. Cum Annus, Jan. 20, 
1919. Letter commemorating the sixtieth 
anniversary of the Apparitions at 
Lourdes. 

Pius XI. Lux Veritatis, Dec. 25, 1931. 
Fifteenth centenary of Council of Ephe- 
sus which emphasized three dogmas: 
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hypostatic union of Jesus Christ; Blessed 
Virgin truly Mother of God; and sup- 
reme authority of Pope in faith and 
morals. 

Pius XI. Ingravescentibus Malis, Sep. 
29, 1987. Encyclical. The Rosary as 
remedy for evils of the times. 

Pius XII. Quandoquidem In Guber- 
nanda, Apr. 20. 1939. Efforts to prevent 
World War II; crusade of prayer to 
Virgin Mother of God. 

Pius XII. Superiore Anno, Apr. 15, 
1940. Devastation of the war; everyone 
implored especially “the white legions 
of innocent children” to turn to Mary. 

Pius XII. Quamvis Plane, Apr. 20, 
1941. Resolute perseverance in prayer; 
fathers and mothers to lead children to 
shrines of Mary. 

Pius XII. Dum Saeculum, Apr. 15, 
1942. Recourse to Heavenly Queen that 
peace may return. 

Pius XII. Benedicite Deum, Oct. 31, 
1942. Blessings which have come to Por- 
tugal through Our Lady of Fatima; 
prayer of consecration to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary. 

Pius XII. C’est Avec Une Douce, June 
19, 1947. Historic devotion of Canadians 
to Mary Immaculate. 

Pius XII. Auspicia Quaedam, May 1, 
1948. Faithful to pray to Mary for peace 
and justice; dioceses, parishes, and fami- 
lies be consecrated to Immaculate Heart 


of Mary. 
Pius XII. Menti Nostrae, Sep. 23, 
1950. (Excerpt) Mary, the most loving 


Mother of the Catholic clergy. 

Pius XII. Nostis Profecto, Oct. 30, 
1950. Semi-public Consistory two days 
before solemn definition of Dogma of the 
Assumption. 

Pius XII. Munificentissimus Deus, 
Nov. 1, 1950. Solemn definition of the 
Assumption. 

Pius XII. Prayer of Pope Pius XII, 
Nov. 1, 1950. Prayer composed for the 
occasion of the definition of the Dogma 
of the Assumption. 

Pius XII. Ingruentium Malorum, Sep. 
15, 1951. Catholics to intensify devotion 
to Rosary. 

Pius XII. Carissimis Russiae Populis, 
Jul. 7, 1952. Consecration of entire 
Russian people to Immaculate Heart of 
Virgin Mary. 


Pius XII. Fulgens Corona Gloriae, 
Sept. 8, 1953. A Marian Year to com- 
memorate hundredth anniversary of 
the Solemn Definition of the Dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception of Blessed 
Virgin Mary. 

Pius XII. Prayer to the Immaculate 
Mother. Nov. 21, 1953. Prayer for the 
Marian Year. 


Similar documents in an Italian trans- 
lation are contained in Vol. 1 of La 
Madonna Secondo La Fede by Gabriele 
M. Roschini, 0.S.M. This three volume 
set has been received under the Farming- 
ton Plan by the Catholic University 
Library. 

The encyclical Fulgens Corona, the 
Prayer for the Marian Year, and the 
special indulgences for the Marian Year 
are provided in English in the National 
Catholic Almanac, 1954, which was pub- 
lished in January by St. Anthony’s Guild, 
Paterson, N.J., in an N.C.W.C. pamphlet 
and in various periodicals listed in the 
Catholic Periodical Index and in our own 
Guide. 


Text and Translations 
Newly Released 


The Apostolic Constitution Christus 
Dominus and the Accompanying Holy 
Office Instructions. Pius XII. Latin text 
and English translation. New Eucharis- 
tic fast regulations. Washington, D. C., 
Catholic University Press, 1953. 

Cinque Documenti Pontifici Sull’ Apos- 
tolato dei Laici. Pius XII. Rome, Azione 
Catt. Ital., 1953. (Farmington Plan, 
Catholic University of America.) 


Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di Sua San- 
tita Pio XII, 14th vol. Tipografia Polig- 
lotta Vaticana. This collection gives com- 
plete texts in chronological order in the 
language in which delivered. This four- 
teenth volume covers the period March 
1952 — March 1958. 

Hacia un Mundo Mejor. Seis guiones 
y 317 textos pontificios para conferen- 
cias de divulgacion de la doctrina social 
Catolica. Prologo de Mons. Angel Her- 
rera y Oria. Madrid, Instituto Social 
Leon XIII, 1953. (Excerpts) 

The Institute for International Order, 
11 W. 42nd St. NYC 36, N.Y., made 
available in February a reprint contain- 
ing the original French text and an 








76 


English translation of the discourse Pius 
XII delivered to delegates of the World 
Movement for World Federal Govern- 
ment on Apr. 6, 1951. 


The National Catholic Almanac, al- 
ready mentioned in connection with the 
Marian Year, in addition to Fulgens 
Corona provides translations of the Holy 
Father’s address to the Sixth Interna- 
tional Congress of Penal Law, Oct. 3, 
1958, and his address to delegates to the 
First International Symposium on Medi- 
cal Genetics, Sept. 7, 1953. It also lists 
the principal 1953 addresses of Pius XII 
and the titles and subject matter of all 
encyclicals of Leo XIII and his suc- 
cessors to date. Brief sketches of the 
lives of both Pius XII and Blessed Pius 
X are also included. 


On Modern Technology and Peace. 
1953 Christmas Message of Pope Pius 
XII. English translation. National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference; 1312 Massachu- 
setts Avenue, N.W.; Washington 5, D.C. 


Rome and the Study of Scripture. A 
collection of papal documents on Holy 
Scripture together with the decisions of 
the Biblical Commission. 5th ed., newly 
rev. and enl. St. Meinrad, Ind., 1953. 


Six Social Documents of Pius XII. Our 
Sunday Visitor Press, 1953. (To the In- 
ternational Union of Catholic Employers 
Associations, May 7, 1949 .. . To the 
International Congress of Social Studies, 
June 8, 1950... To the Italian Catholic 
Association of Owner Managers, Jan. 31, 
1952... To the Thirty-Ninth Social 
Week at Dijon, France, July 7, 1952... 
To the Austrian Katholikentag in Vien- 
na, Sept. 14, 1952 . . . Christmas Mes- 
sage, Dec. 24, 1952). Letter of His Ex- 
cellency Monsignor Montini to Arch- 
bishop of Genoa, Sept. 22, 1952, also in- 
cluded. 


The Unwearied Advocate, Public Ad- 
dresses of His Holiness Pope Pius XII, 
1939-1952. Vol. I. 1989-1944; Vol. II. 
1945-1949; Vol. III. 1949-1952. Selected 
and edited by Rev. Vincent A. Yzermans. 
Multilithed, over 750 pages. $7.00. Ad- 
dress Father Yzermans at 25 Eighth 
Ave. South, Saint Cloud, Minn. 


For translations of individual docu- 
ments appearing in periodicals, see our 
GUIDE. 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


Biography, Excerpts and 
General Comment 


The Catholic Bedside Book. N. Y., 
David McKay Co., Inc., 1958. Chapter 
entitled “The Voice of the Church” con- 
tains an anthology of papal pronounce- 
ments. 


Church and Society; Catholic Social 
and Political Thought and Movements, 
1789-1950. New York, Joseph N. Moody, 
ed. Arst, Inc., 1953. Contains many 
papal documents (Pius IX, Gregory XVI, 
Leo XIII, Pius XI, Pius XII, Benedict 
XV) 


L’Educazione Cristiana Nell’ Insegna- 
mento di Pio XII. Giuseppe Carozzi. 
Rovigo, Instituto Padano di Arti Gra- 
fiche, c1953. (Farmington Plan, Cath- 
olic University) 


Introduction to the Social Encyclicals. 
A Summary and Outline of the More Im- 
portant Papal Pronouncements on Social 
Questions. Washington, D. C., Thomas 
J. Harte, C.SS.R., Catholic University of 
America, 1953. Outline of various en- 
cyclicals grouped according to subject 
matter. Each is preceded by a short 
historical introduction pointing out the 
need of the encyclical and its setting. 


Il Mito di Pio IX (dal Carteggio di 
G. B. Castellani.) Roberto Cessi. Udine, 
Del Bianco Editore, 1953. (Farmington 
Plan, Catholic University of America) 


I Papi in Campagna. Emilio Bono- 
melli. Prefazione di Silvio Negro. Roma, 
Gherardo Casini Editore, 1953. (Farm- 
ington Plan, Catholic University) 


Pius X; a Country Priest, Igino Gior- 
dani. Translated by Rt. Rev. Thomas J. 
Tobin. Milwaukee, Bruce, c1954. 


Pius X the Life-story of the Beatus. 
Hieronymo Dal-Gal. Translated by 
Thomas F. Murray. Westminster, New- 
man, 1954. 


Le Pontificat de Pie IX (1846-78). 
Roger Aubert. Paris, Bloud & Gay, 
1952. 


Property and Co-determination in 
Papal Teaching. Jandi Sapi Editori, 


Roma, 1952. Selected passages from the 
social encyclicals of Leo XIII and Pius 
XI, and from the pronouncements of 
Pius XII. 
University) 


(Farmington Plan Catholic 
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A Treasury of Catholic Thinking. New 
York, Crowell, c1953. R. L. Woods. Ex- 
cerpts from the encyclicals used freely. 

Une Source Doctrinale; Encycliques. 
Essai sur |’autorite de leur ensignement. 
Paul Nau. Paris, Les Editions du Cedre, 
1952. (Farmington Plan, Catholic Uni- 
versity) 


Works in Process 


Pius X. A study of Pius X as man 
and saint will be contained in the year- 
book monograph now being prepared by 
the students of Marygrove College, Det- 
roit, Mich. Included will be translations 
of Blessed Pius’ writings on the Blessed 
Virgin and a series of essays on his re- 
lationships with the U.S., modernism, 
liturgy, Holy Communion, the priest- 
hood, and Sacred Scriptures. The mono- 
graph, fifteenth in the papal series at 
Marygrove, will be edited by Sister M. 
Claudia, librarian of Marygrove and an 
associate editor of THE POPE SPEAKS, 
and will be available May 29, the date 
of canonization of Pius X. 


Also expected for May is Rev. Vincent 
A. Yzerman’s All Things in Christ, the 
Encyclicals and Selected Documents of 
Blessed Pius X, which will be published 
by Newman Press, Westminster, Md. 
Before that, perhaps by mid-April, Fath- 
er Yzermans expects to have ready The 
Popes Speak of Mary, 1854-1954, a col- 
lection of papal letters over the past 100 
years. This Marian text will be pub- 
lished by St. Helena’s Guild, 1943 Palace 
Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 

Image Books. Among the Image Books, 
the paper-cover, pocket-size Catholic 
Books to be published by Doubleday this 
fall, will be The Church Speaks to the 
Modern World: Social Encyclicals of Leo 
XIII, It will be edited with commentary 
by Mr. Etienne Gilson. 

Pius XII Library and the K. of C. 
Microfilm Project. The Very Rev. Paul 
C. Reinert, S.J., President of St. Louis 
University, announced on Feb. 1 that 
building plans for the Pius XII Memorial 
Library are being drawn up. The Pius 
XII Library will be built on the campus 
of Saint Louis University and will house 
the University’s present library holdings 
in addition to the Knights of Columbus 
Foundation for the Preservation of His- 
toric Documents at the Vatican Library. 


The K. of C. microfilm project at the 
Vatican will probably be completed in 
1954 or early 1955. 


Movie Life of Pius XII 


In celebration of the Marian Year a 
home movie entitled “The Story of Pope 
Pius XII” has been produced by Castle 
Films and will be released in April. The 
film can be obtained through local pho- 
tography stores in three editions: 8 and 
16 MM silent, and 16 MM sound. It 
covers the life of the Pope from the time 
he became Papal secretary to the im- 
pressive ceremonies which marked the 
Proclamation of the Marian Year. 


Acta Apostolicae Sedis (AAS) 


During the first quarter of 1954 five 
issues of the Acta were received, dated 
as follows: Nov. 30, 1953, Dec. 16, 1953, 
Dec. 28, 1953, Jan. 16, 1954, and Feb. 16, 
1954. Some of their contents are de- 
scribed below. 


The November issue contains the 
Marian Year Prayer and five of the 
Holy Father’s addresses: Il primo Nostro 
(Sept. 30) on the need for the advanced 
study of religion; Col sentimento di pre- 
dilezione (Oct. 1) on nursing and neuro- 
psychiatry — encored in this issue of 
THE PoPe SPEAKS; Nous croyons que tres 
(Oct. 3) on international penal law; 
Arrives au terme (Oct. 19) on medical 
ethics and international medical law; 
and Depuis que se sont (Nov. 19) to the 
diplomatic corps in Rome on the per- 
secution of Cardinal Wyszynski and the 
Church in Poland. 


The Dec. 16 issue contains the talks 
of His Holiness on Catholic Action, 
youth and religious education: La grande 
moltitudine and Il Nostro primo, both 
given on Nov. 4. This issue of AAS also 
contains Ci riesce, (Dec. 6) on religious 
tolerance — encored in this issue of THE 
POPE SPEAKS. 


The last Acta issue of 1953, that dated 
December 28, contains the Pope’s radio- 
mesage Quando, lasciate, (Dec. 8) on 
Catholic Action, and four Apostolic Con- 
stitutions concerning the new Arch- 
diocese of Hartford. 


The first issue of 1954, that of January 
16, contains the Christmas Eve message, 
Il popolo, che abitava, on technology, ma- 
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terialism, the family, the state, Euro- 
pean unity, and peace. This AAS prints 
the Holy Father’s exhortation to the 
Italian Bishops I rapidi progressi (Jan. 
1) on television, a translation of which 
also starts off this first issue of THE 
PorpE SPEAKS. The January 16 AAS 
contains the Holy Office decree putting 
Muller’s ’Encyclique Humani Generis et 
les Problemes Scientifiques on the Index 
of Forbidden Books, and the decree of 
the Consistorial Congregation by which 
the Diocese of Dallas will henceforth be 
known as the Diocese of Dallas and Fort 
Worth. 

The AAS for February 16 contains 
four documents related to education and 
one to peace, all of which are presented 
in this issue of THE PoPE SPEAKS. On 
Dec. 30, 1953 the Holy Father spoke, 
Non e ancora trascorso, on the mission 
of training young girls. In an address, 


Le Giornate Nazionali, on Jan. 5 he con- 
sidered the personal, professional and 
economic lives of teachers; on Jan. 11 he 
addressed the Catholics of Chile by ra- 
dio, Amadisimos hijos, on the role of 
radio in spreading the faith; and on Jan. 
12, again by radio, the Holy Father 
spoke, El especialisimo amor, on the 
qualities of good teachers and on the 
missions in Latin America. In a brief 
address of welcome to the new British 
Minister of the Holy See (Jan. 18) the 
Pope spoke, We are deeply touched, stir- 
ringly on peace. This February 16 issue 
of the Acta contains a decree of the Con- 
gregation of Rites adding statements 
concerning patron saints to the Breviary 
lessons of five feasts; there is also a 
notice of Camillus Muller’s submission 
to the Holy Office decree putting his book 
on the Index of Forbidden Books. 
(AAS, Jan. 16, 1954) 


As we went to press we received the airmail issue of the March 18, 
1954 Acta Apostolicae Sedis. While it was too late to include in the 
Guide, we are noting its contents in brief here. Naturally it will also 
receive appropriate reference in the summer issue of THE POPE SPEAKS. 

The March 18, 1954, Acta contains among other things, the Apos- 
tolic Constitution, Ad Evangeli rationem, (July 14, 1953) approving 
and confirming new constitutions of the Order of Friars Minor. The 
Italian texts of the Holy Father’s talk on the sick, Allorche, docili, 
Feb. 14, 1954, and of his Lenten message, Ci sarebbe riuscito, Feb. 28, 
1954, to the pastors and preachers of Rome are also printed in this 
March 18 issue of AAS. The Congregation of Rites has a document 
giving the formula for the blessing of a new seminary (May 12, 1953) 
and also a more recent document (Jan. 17, 1954) Haud crebro sane, 
concerning the miracles related to the cause for the canonization of 


Blessed Pius X. 




















Types of Papal Documents 
and Terms Used 


Papal documents can be classified according to form or content. Here they 
are simply set forth in alphabetical order, together with a few special 
terms frequently used in connection with them. 


Allocution: An address delivered by the 
Pope to a consistory of cardinals or to 
some distinguished person such as the 
head of a government or an ambassador. 
See consistory. 

Apostolic Brief: The brief is less formal 
than the bull (see Apostolic Bull) and 
concerns less important matters. It is 
on thin white parchment, oblong and 
comparatively short, and impressed with 
the seal representing St. Peter drawing 
his net from the sea. The heading in- 
cludes the Pope’s number, for example, 
“Pius PP. XII.” The conclusion is simi- 
lar to that of a bull. 


Apostolic Bull: The most solemn form 
of papal document. It is on dark parch- 
ment to which is attached by silken or 
hemp laces a leaden seal bearing on one 
side the heads of Sts. Peter and Paul, 
and on the other the name of the reign- 
ing pontiff. It begins with the name of 
the Pope (without ordinal number) in 
this manner: “Pius, Servus Servorum 
Dei (Pius, Servant of the Servants of 
God)”, and ends with the name of the 
place where it was issued, followed by 
the day, month, year, and the year of 
the Pope’s reign. 


Apostolic Letter: A general term for an 
executive or administrative act of the 
Apostolic See. When issued in the form 
of a Bull, either by order of the Pope 
or by Acts of the Sacred Consistory, or 
by decree of the Sacred Consistorial 
Congregation, it is known as a “Litterae 
Apostolicae sub plumbo (Apostolic Let- 
ter with the seal)”. The title of Car- 
dinal and the episcopal dignity are con- 
ferred, and the canonization of a saint 
is promulgated in this form. When pub- 
lished in the form of a Brief by Decree 
of either the Sacred Congregation of the 
Sacraments, or the Sacred Congregation 
of the Council, or the Propagation of 
the Faith, or the Congregation of Sacred 
Rites, or the Sacred Penitentiary, or 
the Secretariat of State, it is known 
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as “Litterae Apostolicae Simplices (Sim- 
ple Apostolic Letter)”. In this form it 
is granted for the beatification of ser- 
vants of God, for the concession of in- 
dulgences, for the title of Basilica, and 
for similar matters. 

Apostolic See: Term includes both the 
Pope and all the Offices through which 
he administers the affairs of the Church. 
Autograph Letter: A letter written by 
the Pope; usually it deals with less im- 
portant matters. 

Bull: See Apostolic Bull. 
Chirographus: A letter personally writ- 
ten by the Pope. It is usually addressed 
to one person but it may contain a 
statement of the Pope’s views on some 
important matter. For example, the cor- 
respondence of Pius XII with President 
Truman. 

Consistory: An assembly of cardinals 
presided over by the Pope. There are 
three kinds: secret, public, and semi- 
public. Secret: Only the Pope and car- 
dinals are present; at the secret con- 
sistory the Pope delivers an allocution 
(see above) on religious and moral 
conditions throughout the world; some- 
times seeks the opinion of the cardinals 
on the creation of new cardinals, gives 
the cardinal’s ring, appoints bishops, 
archbishops and patriarchs, makes ec- 
clesiastical transfers, divides or unites 
dioceses, and asks for a vote on a pro- 
posed canonization. Public: Other pre- 
lates and lay spectators are present; at 
the public consistory the Pope bestows 
the red hat, and hears the causes of 
beatifications and canonizations. Semi- 
public: Bishops and prelates attend; at 
the semi-public consistory the propriety 
of a proposed canonization is decided. 
Constitution: Issued in the form of a 
Bull by the Pope to teach, to define, and 
to make and promulgate laws. For ex- 
ample, the Constitution Concerning the 
Eucharistic Fast (Christus Dominus) 
issued 11 January 1958. 








Decisions: Judicial pronouncements in 
causes or suits, given by tribunals or 
others having strict judicial powers. 
They have the force of law for the 
parties concerned, and repeated deci- 
sions of similar cases become norms of 
action. ei 
Declarations: Interpretations of exist- 
ing laws, or replies to contested points, 
issued by the Sacred Congregations em- 
powered by the Pope. They have the 
force of law if given in the form of 
law, or if they restrict or extend a 
former law. 

Decrees: Acts of the Roman Congrega- 
tion, universal or particular in so far 
as they affect the whole Church or only 
part of it. They are usually Precepts or 
condemnations. Universal decrees bind 
all the faithful; doctrinal decrees deal- 
ing with matters of faith and morals are 
issued chiefly by the Holy Office. De- 
crees are not strictly papal acts unless 
the Pope confirms them in “forma spe- 
cifica (specific form)”; he can, however, 
endow them with infallibility if the con- 
ditions for an “ex cathedra” teaching 
are fulfilled. 

Edicts: Acts of a temporal nature. They 
have been rare since the loss of the 
Papal States. 

Encyclical: See Pontifical Letter. 
Faculties: Grants usually reserved to 
the Sacred Congregations; or special 
privileges given to prelates by the Pope. 
Instructions: Acts containing doctrinal 
explanations, directive norms, rules, rec- 
ommendations or admonitions. They do 
not possess force of law except when 
recalling former laws. The Sacred Con- 
gregations see that decrees follow the 
prescriptions of Canon Law, and when 
necessary, issue instructions in explana- 
tion. 

Letter: See Simple Epistle. 

Motu Proprio (of one’s own accord): 
An act of the Pope drawn up, signed, 
and issued by the Pope of his own ac- 
cord, 

Pontifical Letter: Letter in which the 
Pope explains Catholic doctrine, gives 
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instructions, or in which as Father, 
Teacher and Doctor, he exhorts, admon- 
ishes, condemns, congratulates, etc. In 
them he instructs and explains doctrine 
as a teacher and father rather than as 
a lawgiver. When they are directed to 
the whole Church they are called Ency- 
clical Letters; if directed to the Church 
in a particular locality they are clas- 
sified as Encyclical Epistles. 


Privileges: Private laws conferring spir- 
itual favors. 


Precepts: Commands given to individ- 
uals or to a community in a particular 
case. They establish law for those con- 
cerned. 


Rescripts: Answers given in writing by 
an ecclesiastical superior. They may be 
papal or episcopal, and affect only the 
person or place for which they are 
given. They may take the form of a 
Bull, Brief. Apostolic Letter or the 
usual form of a Simple Rescript. They 
are divided into three classes: Rescripts 
of Justice, for the interpretation of law, 
or in the appointment of Judges; Re- 
scripts of Favor, concerning dispensa- 
tions, privileges, etc.; Mixed Rescripts, 
containing provisions of administration 
and the granting of favors not connected 
with judicial matters. Simple Rescript: 
Consists of two parts; first the question 
is posed; secondly the question is an- 
swered. A set formula is always used 
when the Sacred Congregation has fac- 
ulties to grant the request. It is usually 
signed by the Cardinal Prefect and the 
Secretary of the Congregation, and im- 
pressed with the seal of the Congrega- 
tion. 


Simple Epistle or Letter: Issued on 
ordinary paper in simple style. If it 
emanates from the Pope it is composed 
by the Secretary of Briefs to Princes, 
or by the Secretary of Latin Letters, 
and is signed by the Pope in this fash- 
on: “Fiug iP. 21." 


Statutes: Same as Decrees except in 
usage. They almost always designate 
laws of a particular Council, and rarely 
designate pontifical laws. 





Too few baptized persons realize the grandeur of their vocations. 


—Pius XII, to Catholic Students 
of the Sorbonne, Apr. 10, 1953 
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GUIDE 


to PAPAL DOCUMENTS 


Texts Released January 1-March 31, 1954 


1. I rapidi progressi (letter) Jan. 1, 
1954. To the Bishops of Italy: advan- 
tages of television and its moral respon- 
sibilities. 
Italian text 
AAS (Jan. 16, 1954) 46:18-24 
Civilita Cattolica (Jan. 16, 1954) 105: 
129-35 
Osservatore Romano (Jan. 2-3, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (Jan. 18, 1954) 
The Pope Speaks (ist Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no, 1 
Tablet (Jan. 16, 1954) 203:58-59 


English excerpts 
Tablet (Jan. 9, 1954) 203:45-46 


Commentary 

Apostolate of television. Tablet (Jan. 
9, 1954) 203:28-29 

Osservatore Romano (Jan. 6, 1954) 

The Pope writes on television. Tablet 
(Jan. 9, 1954) 203:45-46 

La télévision et nos devoirs de catho- 
liques. Relations (Feb. 1954) 14: 
44-45 


2. Le Giornate Nazionali (address) Jan. 
4, 1954. To participants of an Italian 
National Congress of secondary school 
teachers: on salaries; the personal and 
professional life of teachers. 


Italian text 
AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 46:50-54 
Osservatore Romano (Jan. 6, 1954) 





Italian excerpts and summary 
Civilta Cattolica (Jan. 16, 1954) 105: 
232-33 


English tr. 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 1 


3. Amadisimos hijos (radio message) 
Jan, 11, 1954. To the Catholics of Chile: 
the inauguration of “Radio Chilena;” 
the role of radio in spreading the faith. 


Spanish text 
AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 46:56-58 
Osservatore Romano (Jan. 18, 1954) 


English tr. 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1. 
no. 1 


4. El especialisimo amor (radio mes- 
sage) Jan. 12, 1954. To participants in 
the 5th Inter-American Congress on 
Catholic Education, held in Havana: the 
purpose of Catholic education; qualities 
of good teachers; Catholic missions in 
South America. 


Spanish text 
AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 46:59-62 
Osservatore Romano (Jan. 14, 1954) 


English tr. 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 1 


The first two sections of the Guide list documents and related activity in chronological 
order. For alphabetical listing of titles and addressees see next section. For detailed index of 
subject matter contained in documents actually appearing in this issue, see DIGEST 


INDEX. 
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5. We are deeply touched (address) 
Jan. 18, 1954. To Sir Douglas Fred. 
Howard: tribute to Queen Elizabeth; 
on peace. 


Englist text 

AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 46:56-57 

Cath Mind (April, 1954) 52:252 
NCWC News Service (Jan. 26, 1954) 
Osservatore Romano (Jan. 21, 1954) 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 

no. 1 
Tablet (Feb. 18, 1954) 203:165 


6. We have received (letter) Jan. 22, 
1954. To Bp. Thomas K. Gorman: Apos- 
tolic Blessing imparted to all who work 
for and support the Catholic Press. 


English text 
Extension (Apr. 1954) 48:28 
NCWC News Service (Feb. 1, 1954) 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr. 54) v. 1 
no. 1 


7. As we write to you (message) Feb. 8, 
1954. To Catholic children of America: 
asks generous contributions for suffer- 
ing children of other lands. 


English text 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no, 1 


8. Cum hodie quintus (letter) Feb. 11, 
1954. To Pres. Einaudi: the 25th an- 
niversary of the signing of the Lateran 
Treaty. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (Feb. 12, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (Feb. 15, 1954) 


9. Nel fausto’ venticinquesimo  (tele- 
gram) Feb. 11, 1954. To. Pres. Einaudi: 
the 25th anniversary of the signing of 
the Lateran Treaty. 


Italian text 
Osservatore Romano (Feb. 12, 1954) 





10. Allorché docili (radio address) Feb. 
14, 1954. To the sick: the blessings of 
suffering; sickness and the spiritual life. 


Italian text 
Osservatore 
1954) 


Romano (Feb. 15-16, 


English tr. 
Grail (Ap. 54) 36:32-37 
NCWC News Service (Feb. 20, 1954) 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 1 


1l. Ci sarebbe riuscito (message) Feb. 
27, 1954. To the parish priests and 
Lenten preachers of Rome: the laity 
in parish life; Catholic action; rebuild- 
ing the world in the spirit of Christ. 


Italian text 
Osservatore Romano (Feb. 28, 1954) 


English tr. 
NCWC News Service (Feb. 27, 1954) 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 1 


English excerpts 
Tablet (Mar. 13, 1954) 203:260 


Commentary 
For militant Christianity. Newsweek 
(Mar. 8, 1954) 48:72 
Lay apostles in the parish. Social 
Justice Rev (Mar. 1954) 46:380 
Pope’s plea for live parishes. America 
(Mar. 13, 1954) 90:619 


12. On this Laetare Sunday (letter) 
March 1, 1954, To the American Hier- 
archy: urges generous contributions to 
Bishops’ Fund for the Needy. 


English text 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, 
no. 1 


13. Mariali hoc vertente (letter) Mar. 
8, 1954. To Cardinal Schuster: felicita- 
tions on his triple jubilee celebration. 


Latin text 
Osservatore Romano (Mar. 19, 1954) 
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Current Activity on Older Documents 


Pius 1X 

1854 Ineffabilis Deus (apostolic letter) 
Dec. 8, 1854. Defining the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception. English tr.: 
Marian Reprint no. 23. 14 p. Tr. by Rev. 
Philip C. Hoelle, S.M. Commentaries: 
Gulovich, Stephen C. The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin in the 
Eastern ecclesiastical tradition. Marian 
Studies (1954) 5:146-83; Wolter, Allan 
B., O.F.M. The theology of the Immacu- 
late Conception in the light of Ineffabilis 
Deus. Marian Studies (1954) 5:19-70. 


Leo XIII 

1883 Saepenumero (letter) Aug. 18, 
1883. To Cardinals De Luca, Pitra and 
Hergenrother: historical studies. English 
tr.: in Weber, Nicholas A., S.M., and 
White, John L., S.M. Civilization, an- 
cient and medieval. (Washington, D.C., 
Catholic Education Press, 1953) p. 338- 
47. 


Pius X 

1903 Tra le sollecitudini (Motu pro- 
prio) Nov. 22, 1908. On sacred music. 
Commentaries: Fifty years of Motu Pro- 
prio. Cath Choirmaster (Winter 1953) 
39:182-88; Motu Proprio celebrations. 
Caecilia (Jan.-Feb. 1954) 81:73-75. Sel- 
ner, John C., S.S. Blessed Pius X—artist 
and prophet. Cath Choirmaster (Winter 
1953) 39:146, 185-87. 


1904 Ad Diem illum (encyclical) Feb. 
2, 1904. Jubilee of the Immaculate Con- 
ception. Summary: Our Lady’s Digest 
(Feb. 1954) 8:340. 


Pius XI 
1931 Quadragesimo anno (encyclical) 
May 15, 1931. Commentary: Miller, R. 
J., C.SS.R. Quadragesimo anno and 
business education. Cath Business Edu- 
cation Rev (Feb. 1954) 5:26-31. 


Pius XII 
1944 Benignitas et humanitas (radio 
address) Dec. 24, 1944. Christmas mes- 
sage. Commentary: L’uomo e la demo- 
crazia. Osservatore Romano (Jan. 4-5, 
1954) 


1947 Mediator Dei (encyclical) Nov. 
20, 1947. Commentary: Kaiser, Bs Bs 





C.PP.S. Historical backgrounds and 
theology of Mediator Dei. Amer Eccl 
Rev (Dec. 1953—Jan. 1954) 129:368-78; 
130 :33-45. 


1947 La vostra presenza (address) Nov. 
27, 1947. Bees an example for social 
life. English excerpts: Social Justice 
Rev (Jan. 1954) 46:310. 


1950 Humani generis (encyclical) Aug. 
12, 1950. Commentary: Marcozzi, Vit- 
torio, S.J. The origin of man according 
to science. Theol Digest (Winter 1954) 
2:43-47, 


1951 Sempiternus Rex Christus (ency- 
clical) Sept. 8, 1951. Commentary: Rush, 
Alfred C., C.SS.R. Pope Pius XII and 
Pope St. Gregory the Great: enumenical 


councils. Amer Eccl Rev (Mar. 1954) 
130:168-75. 
1951 Votre démarche a laquelle (ad- 


dress) Oct. 24, 1951. To participants in 
the International Congress on Credit 
Questions: the function of bankers. Eng- 
lish tr.: Cath Mind (Feb. 1954) 52: 121- 
22. 


1952 La famiglia é la culla (radio ad- 
dress) Mar. 23, 1952. The Christian 
conscience as an object of education. 
Commentary: The new morality. Theol 
Digest (Winter 1954) 2:24. 


1952 Der Katholische Deutsche (letter) 
July 17, 1952. To the Federation of Ger- 
man Catholic Women: restoration of the 
dignity of the person. English tr.: Irish 
Eccl Record (Jan. 1954) 81:61-63. 


1952 Exsul familia (apostolic constitu- 
tion) Aug. 1, 1952. Spiritual care of 
emigrants. Commentary: Ferretto, Gui- 
seppe. The apostolic constitution Exsul 
familia. Amer Eccl Rev (Feb.-Mar. 
1954) 130:73-83, 146-62. 


1952 Quel motif (letter) To partici- 
pants in the 22nd International Congress 
of Pax Romana: the function of the 
university. English tr.: Irish Eccl Re- 
cord (Feb. 1954) 81:145-47. 


1952 Ce premier Congrés (address) 
Sept. 14, 1952. The histopathology of 
the nervorvs system: moral limits of 
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medical research and treatment. English 
tr.: Irish Eccl Record (Mr. 1954) 81: 
222-30. 


1952 Quantos hoje em etimero (radio 
address) Dec. 3, 1952. The 4th centenary 
of the death of Francis Xavier. English 
tr.: Irish Eccl Record (Feb. 1954) 81: 
136-39. 


1953 Christus Dominus (apostolic con- 
stitution) Jan. 6, 1958. Commentary: 
Key, Oren W., S.J. The Eucharistic fast. 
Theol Digest (Winter 1954) 2:53-63 (in- 
cludes bibliography) 


1953 Vous savez (address) Mr. 15, 
1953. To the College of Europe in 
Bruges: European unity. French text: 
Actes Pontificaux, no. 61, p. 1-4. 


1953 Soyez les bienvenus (address) Ap. 
9, 19538. To Catholic students of the 
Sorbonne: directives and norms for their 
activity and future lives. English tr.: 
Irish Eccl Record (Feb. 1954) 81:143-45. 


1953 This is a day of remembrance 
(radio address) Ap. 19, 1953. To the 
National Eucharistic Congress in Syd- 
ney, Australia: importance of the Mass 
and Holy Eucharist. English text: Irish 
Eccl Record (Feb. 1954) 81:140-42. 


1953 Antiquitas et religio (apostolic 
letter) Ap. 25, 1958. Minor basilica in 
Popayan, Colombia. Latin text: AAS 
(Dec. 16, 1953) 45:781-82. 


1953 Simulacrum Beatae Mariae Vir- 
ginis (apostolic letter) Ap. 25, 1953. BI. 
Virgin Mary, patroness of the Honduras. 
Latin text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 45:782- 
9 
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1953 Nulla maiore animi_ (apostolic 
constitution) May 7, 19538. New vicariate 
apostolic of Puerto Ayacucho. Latin 
text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 45:769-70. 


1953 Progreditur continenter (apostolic 
constitution May 7, 1953. Meru, British 
East Africa, diocese. Latin text: AAS 
(Feb. 16, 1954) 46:33-35. 


1953 Qui ad supremum (apostolic con- 
stitution) May 7, 1958. Fort Jameson, 
British South Africa, vicariate apostolic. 
Latin text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 45:771- 
72. 





1953 Solenti caeli 
tion) June 4, 1953. Beirut, Lebanon, 
vicariate apostolic. Latin text: AAS 
(Feb. 16, 1954) 46:36-37. 


(apostolic constitu- 


1953 Pélerins venus a Rome (address) 
June 28, 1953. To a pilgrimage of non- 
Catholics. French text: Documentation 
Catholique (Feb. 21, 1954) 51: col.202- 
03. 


1953 Ad Christi religionem (apostolic 
constitution) June 29, 19538. Wankie, 
Southern Rhodesia, prefecture apostolic. 
Latin text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1958) 45:777- 
78. 


1953 Ex iis praecipue (apostolic consti- 
tution) June 29, 1953. Sokoto, Nigeria, 
prefecture apostolic. Latin text: AAS 
(Dec. 16, 1953) 45:773-74. 


1953 Faustum profecto divinae (apos- 
tolic constitution) June 29, 1953. Olso, 
Norway, diocese. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 
16, 1958) 45:779-81. 


1953 Praeclara Christi (apostolic con- 
stitution) June 29, 1953. Jos, Nigeria, 
diocese. Latin text: AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 
46 :38-40. 


1953 Profecit valde (apostolic constitu- 
tion) June 29, 19538. New diocese of 
Stockholm in Sweden. Latin text: AAS 
(Feb. 16, 1954) 46:40-42. 


1953  Quemadmodum dispensator (ap- 
ostolic constitution) June 29, 1953. New 
prefecture of Kuwait. Latin text: AAS 
(Dec. 28, 1953) 45:835-36. 


1953 Rem Nos facere (apostolic consti- 
tution) June 29, 1953. Prefecture of 
Maiduguri in Nigeria. Latin text: AAS 
(Dec. 16, 1958) 45:775-76. 


1953 Uti sollerti (apostolic constitu- 
tion) June 29, 1953. New vicariate of 
Inono. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 28, 1953) 
45 :833-35. 


1953 Ad Romanam viam Aemiliam (ap- 
ostolic letter) July 1, 1953. Minor basil- 
ica in Broni, Italy. Latin text: AAS 
(Feb. 16, 1954) 46:48-44. 


1953 Omnibus, qui Nostram  norunt 
(letter) July 2, 1953. To Fr. Louis Paul- 
ussen, S.J., on the world federation of 
the Sodalities of Our Lady. Latin teat: 
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Clergy Rev (Jan. 1954) 39:43-47; Eng- 
lish tr.: Cath Mind (Jan. 1954) 52:55- 
57; Our Lady’s Digest (Feb. 1954) 
8 :382-84. 


1953 Romani partes (apostolic consti- 
tution) July 6, 1953. Erection of the 
diocese of Yarmouth in Canada. Latin 
text: AAS (Dec. 28, 1953) 45:837-39. 


1953 C’est avec un intérét (address) 
July 19, 19538. English excerpts: Im- 
portance of folklore. Irish Monthly (Dec. 
1953) 81:463-64. 


1953 Considerantibus Nobis (apostolic 
constitution) Aug. 6, 1953. Hartford 
made an Archdiocese. Latin text: AAS 
(Dec. 28, 1953) 45:839-41. 


1953 Divina illa (apostolic constitution) 
Aug. 6, 1953. Erection of diocese of 
Norwich. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 28, 
1953) 45:842-44. 


1953 Qui urbis (apostolic constitution) 
Aug. 6, 1953. Erection of diocese of 
Bridgeport. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 28, 
1953) 45:844-46. 


1953 Que de todo o catélico (radio ad- 
dress) Aug. 15, 1953. To the National 
Eucharistic Congress held at Belém, 
Brazil. English excerpts: Sentinel of the 
Bl. Sacrament (Feb. 1954) 57:58. 


1953 Soyezs les bienvenus (address) 
Sept. 7, 1953. To participants in the In- 
ternational Symposium on Genetics: 
sterilization and the banning of mar- 
riage for persons with hereditary di- 
seases. Latin excerpts: Clergy Rev 
(Jan. 1954) 39:42-48; English tr.: Na- 
tional Cath Almanac (1954) p. 69-75; 
English excerpts: Liguorian (Jan. 1954) 
42:45-48. 


1953 Fulgens corona (encyclical) Sept. 
8, 1958. Proclamation of the Marian 
Year to commemorate the centenary of 
the definition of the dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception. Latin text: Irish 
Theol Qt (Jan. 1954) 21:93-102; Latin 
excerpts: Clergy Rev. (Jan. 1954) 39: 
39-41; English tr., Irish Eccl Record 
(Jan. 1954) 81:50-59; National Cath 
Almanac (1954) p. 54-60; The Pope 
Speaks (1st Qtr 54) v. 1, no. 1. Com- 
mentaries: L’année mariale. Relations 





(Mr. 1954) 14:85-86. Back to “The ra- 
diant crown!” Action now! (Feb. 1954) 
7:1-2. Connell, Francis J., C.SS.R. Our 
Lady of Lourdes and the Marian Year. 
Amer Eccl Rev (Feb. 1954) 130:84-89. 
The Immaculate Conception. Action now! 
(Ap. 1954) 17:1-3. Moore, Thomas H., 
S.J. Radiant crown. Mssngr Sacred 
Heart (Mr. 1954) 89:17-19, 77; Once 
over lightly (study outline) Action now! 
(Mr. 1954) 7:1-8. 


1953 We gladly invoke (message) Sept. 
9, 1953. To participants in the 3d Inter- 
national Congress of Liturgical Studies, 
Lugano, Switzerland. (original text has 
not been ascertained) English: Worship 
(Feb. 1954) 28:118. 


1953 Vous n’ignorez pas_ (address) 
Sept. 10, 1953. To participants in the 
International Institute of Statistics: the 
science of statistics in relation to social 
facts and the knowledge of man. English 
tr.: Cath Mind (Jan. 1954) 52:58-61. 


1953 Il primo Nostro paterno saluto 
(address) Sept. 30, 19538. On the need 
for advanced study of religion. English 
tr.: Our Parish Confrat (Feb. 1954) 
13:6-7. 


1953 Col sentimento di _predilezione 
(address) Oct. 1, 1958. To participants 
in an Italian national congress of nurses: 
on nursing and neuro-psychiatry. Eng- 
lish tr.: The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr 54) 
v: i, ned. 


1953 Nous croyons que (address) Oct. 
3, 1953. To participants in the 6th In- 
ternational Congress of Penal Law: in- 
ternational penal law, crimes including 
war crimes, juridical procedure and pun- 
ishment. English tr.: Cath Mind (Feb. 
1954) 52:107-18; National Cath Al- 
manac (1954) p. 60-68. 


1953 On this day (address) Oct. 14, 
1958. Dedication of the new North 
American College in Rome: the priest- 
hood. English text: Cath Mind (Jan. 
1954) 52:62-64. 


1953 Arrives au terme (address) Oct. 
19, 1953. To the International Office of 
Documentation for Military Medicine: 
medical ethics; international medical law 
especially in relation to war. English 
tr.: Cath Mind (Jan. 1954) 52:46-54. 











86 THE POPE SPEAKS 


1953 Justly and deservedly (letter) Oct. 
22, 19538. To Bp. Wm. D. O’Brien for 
his sacerdotal golden jubilee. English 
text: Extension (Jan. 1954) 48:10. 


1953 Wir heissen Sie willkommen (ad- 
dress) Oct. 22, 1953. To a delegation 
from Denmark honoring Bp. Niels Sten- 
sen, Danish priest-scientist, on the oc- 
casion of the solemn transfer of his 
remains to a new tomb: faith and sci- 
ence are complementary. English tr.: 
Cath Mind (Ap. 1954) 52:255-56. 


1953 The business mission (address) 
Oct. 29, 1958. To participants in the 
conference of the American Society of 
Travel Agents: urges adoption of fair 
practice code based on Christian ethics. 
English text: Cath Mind (Mr. 1954) 
52:184-86; The Pope Speaks (1st qtr 
D4) V¥..3; Os. i. 


1953 La grande moltitudine (address) 
Nov. 4, 19538. To one of two Italian 
Catholic Action youth groups: need for 
religious instruction and the apostolate 
to spread it. Italian text: AAS (Dec. 
16, 1953) 45:790-92. 


1953 Il Nostro primo cordiale (address) 
Nov. 4, 1953. To one of two Italian 
Catholic Action youth groups: plea for 
a peaceful and ardent army of youth 
ready for every command of Church and 
Pope. Italian text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 
45:792-94. 


1953 Per offciosae pietatis (letter) Nov. 
5, 1958. To the Most Rev. Abp. Paul 
Richaud: commemorating the 16th cen- 
tenary of the birth of S. Paulinus of 
Nola. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 
45 :784-87. 


1953 Sie haben geliebte (letter) Nov. 
6, 1953. To Mrs. Gertrud Ehrle, Pres. 
of the Asso. of German Catholic Wom- 
en: the 50th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Association. German text: 
AAS (Dec. 16, 1953) 45:787-89. 


1953 Nuper allatum est Nobis (letter) 
Nov. 11, 1953. To the Rt. Rev. Abbot 
Pierre Basset, O.S.B.: centenary of the 
restoration of St. Martin’s Abbey at 
Ligugé, France. Latin text: AAS (Dec. 
16, 1953) 45:789-90. 





1953 Venerables Hermanos y amados 
(radio address) Nov. 15, 1953. To par- 
ticipants in Marian celebrations in Bil- 
bao: Our Lady of Begona, patroness of 
Vizcaya. Spanish text: AAS (Dec. 16, 
1953) 45:803-05. 


1953 A Vheure oi: la noble (letter) 
Nov. 16, 1953. To Pres. Paul Magloire 
of Haiti on the 150th anniversary of 
Haitian independence. French text: 
AAS (Jan. 16, 1954) 46:17; Osservatore 
Romano (Jan. 6, 1954) 


1953 Depuis que se sont (address) 
Nov. 19, 1953. Reply to Joseph Patrick 
Walshe, representing certain diplomatic 
corps: the persecution of Card. Wys- 
zynski and the Church in Poland. French 
text: Irish Record (Feb. 1954) 81:135- 
36; English Irish Eccl Record tr.: Cath 
Mind (Feb. 1954) 52:119-20. 


1953 Rapiti dal fulgore (prayer) Nov. 
21, 1958. Marian Year prayer. Italian 
text: Clergy Rev (Feb. 1954) 39:109- 
110; Irish Eccl Record (Feb. 1954) 81: 
134; English tr.: Our Parish Confrat 
(Feb. 1954) 13:1. 


1953 Santissima Vergine (prayer) Nov. 
27, 1953. To the Madonna of the emi- 
grants. English tr.: Our Lady’s Digest 
(Feb. 1954) 8:338. 


1953 Le douloureux. spectacle (letter) 
Nov. 30, 1958. To Cardinal Feltin: a 
children’s day of prayer for peace to 
be observed in May. French text: AAS 
(Dec. 28, 1953) 45:847-48; Documenta- 
tion Catholique (Jan. 10, 1954) 51: col. 
is. 


1953 Ci riesce (address) Dec. 6, 1953. 
To participants in the 5th National Con- 
vention of Italian Catholic Jurists: re- 
ligion in the community of nations. 
Italian text: AAS (Dec. 15, 1953) 45: 
794-802; Civilita Cattolica. (Dec. 19, 
1953) 104:617-26; English tr.: Amer 
Eccl Rev (Feb. 1954) 180:129-38; Cath 
Mind (Apr. 1954) 52:244-51; Unitas 
(Oct.-Dec. 1953) 5:244-51; The Pope 
Speaks (1st qtr 54) v. 1, no. 1; English 
excerpts: Tablet (Jan. 9, 1954) 203:44- 
45. Commentaries: Courtade, G. Un dis- 
cours de Pie XII sur la tolérance. Revue 
de l’Action Populaire (Feb. 1954) 75: 
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182-86; 
(Jan. 2, Feb. 18, 1954) 90:350, 495; 
Fenton, Joseph Clifford. The teachings 


Editorial comment. America 


of the Ci riesce. Amer Eccl Rev (Feb. 
1954) 130:114-23; The greater good. 
Tablet (Jan. 16, 1954) 203:52-53; Rou- 
quette, Robert. Pie XII et la tolérance. 
Etudes (Feb. 1954) 280:241-48; Weigel, 
G., S.J. Religious toleration in a world 
society. America (Jan. 9, 1954) 90:375- 
76. 


1953 Depuis plusieurs années (address) 
Dec. 6, 19538. To participants in the 
7th General Conference of the U. N. 
Food and Agriculture Organization: so- 
cial aspects of F.A.O. program. French 
text: Actes Pontificaux, no. 61, p. 11-13; 
English tr.: Cath Mind (Mr. 1954) 52: 
187-89; Sword (Jan.-Feb. 1954) 14:15- 
16; English excerpts: Social Justice Rev 
(Feb. 1954) 46:343-44; Commentary: 
Disposal of U.S. food surplus. America 
(Jan. 16, 1954) 90:393. 


1953 Quando, lasciate (address) Dec. 
8, 1958. To members of Italian sodalities 
of Catholic action: devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin. Italian text: AAS (Dec. 
28, 1953) 45:848-55. 


1953 Il popolo, che abitava (radio ad- 
dress) Dec. 24, 1953. Christmas message 
to the world: on technology, science and 





religion, materialism, the family, social 
action, the state, European unity, and 
peace. italian text: AAS (Jan. 16, 1954) 
46:5-16; English tr.: Cath Mind (Mr. 
1954) 52:174-83; Vital Speeches (Jan. 
15, 1954) 20:196-200; N.C.W.C. Publica- 
tions Office pamphlet, Jan. 1954; Com- 
mentaries: Anjou, M. J. d’., S.J. Tech- 
nique ou charité. Relations (Feb. 1954) 
14:30-32; Cristaldi, Giuseppe. Realismo 
integrale. Osservatore Romano (Feb. 10, 
1954); Le discours de Noél. Relations 
(Mr. 1954) 14:86; Mimmi, Card. Mar- 
cello. Il commento del Card. Mimmi. 
Osservatore Romano (Mr. 5, 1954); 
News unfit to print: New York Times 
reporting. America (Jan. 9, 1954) 90: 
369-70; Pius XII to the world. America 
(Jan. 9, 1954) 90:373; Pope’s message: 
unity of mankind. Commonweal (Jan. 
8, 1954) 59:343-44; Russo, Francois. 
L’homme et la technique. Etudes (Feb. 
1954) 280:249-51; Spiazzi, Raimondo. 
Valori teologici nel radiomessaggi na- 
talizio. Osservatore Romano (Feb. 3, 
1954); La vera pace. Osservatore Ro- 
mano (Jan. 15, 1954) 


1953 Non @ ancora (address) Dec. 30, 
1953. To representatives from Italian 
Catholic Action youth groups: the sacred 
mission of training young girls. Italian 
text: AAS (Feb. 16, 1954) 46:44-49. 
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Art, freedom of 
And television, 8 


Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Dogma defined, 47 


Authorities, public 
Responsibilities toward television, 7 


Bishop’s Fund see Laetare Sunday Mes- 
sage 


Catholic Action 
In general see Lenten Message 
Need of, in television field, 8 


Catholic Press 
We have received (letter) January 22, 
1954. To Coadjutor Bishop Thomas 
K. Gorman. 


Catholic Press a means to wider 
understanding and participation 
by faithful in critical problems af- 
fecting the Universal Church, 25 


Charity 
As shown by American Catholics, 37 
As shown by American children, 26 
Charity and justice only true founda- 
tion of peace, 23 
Supernatural charity first and best of 
medicines, 54 


Children, generosity and needs 
As we write to you (address read over 
radio in U.S. on March 8. 1954) Feb- 
ruary 8, 1954. To Catholic children 
of the United States. 
Gratitude for past contributions, 26 
Thousands of children still in dis- 
tress, 26 
Special solicitude of Divine Lord 
and his Vicar for little children 
and the poor, 26 
Sacrifices and self-denial can pro- 


This is a new type index and we welcome comment. 
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vide money; medicines, shoes, and 
clothing will also help, 27 

Prayer, especially to Mary, should 
be included, 27 

Gratitude for own country, homes, 
and schools shown by being gen- 
erous to others less fortunate, 27 


Church 

Agreements with sovereign states, 71 

And common good, 70 

And science, interest in scientific ad- 
vancements, 16 

And state, relations between, 71 

Prayers for freedom of asked, 51 

Radio’s role in spreading doctrine of, 
18 

Special interest in cultural mission, 21 

Universal mission, 69 


“Church of Silence” 
Special object of prayer, 52 


Concordats 
Between Church and sovereign states, 
71 


Economic conditions 
Importance of just salary for teachers, 
11 
Not principal aim of teachers’ union, 
12 


Education 
In general see Teachers, rights and 
duties 
And grace, 14 
Radio’s part in, 18 
Television’s part in, 6 


Emigrants 
Prayer to Our Lady of, 72 


Faith 
Defense of, radio’s role, 16 


Only papal documents 


appearing in full are indexed here and a brief digest of each appears under its 
principal subject heading. Hence the arrangement is partly alphabetical, partly 
logical or sequential. For chronological and alphabetical lists of documents by title 


and names of addressees, see Guide. 
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Importance of, in nursing, 58 
Necessary in suffering, 31 


Family 
And education, 14, 21 
And television, 6 


Fathers of the Church 
Interpretation of dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception, 46 


Immaculate Conception see Marian Year 


International community 

And religious tolerance see Religious 
tolerance 

And sovereignty, 65 

Higher community willed by Creator, 
65 

Problems involved, 66 

Rooted in man’s common origin, na- 
ture and final destiny, 65 

Union of sovereign states into juri- 
dical community, 64 


International cooperation 
Television as an aid to, 6 
See also International community 


International law 
Natural law the foundation of, 65 


Laetare Sunday message 
On this Laetare Sunday (letter) 
March 1, 1954. To the hierarchy of 
the United States. 
Past generosity of America, 37 
Human misery and suffering still 
widespread, 37 
Sacrifice and self-denial asked, 37 


Laicism 
Penetration into teaching field, 20 


Laity 
Aid in television improvement needed, 


Important role in Catholic Action see 
Lenten Message 


Lenten Message 
Ci sarebbe riuscito (message) Feb. 27, 
1954, to pastors and Lenten preachers 
of Rome. 
Reawakening in many parishes, 32 
Parish of St. Frances Cabrini a 
prime example, 33 
No other solution for humanity but 
to build world anew in spirit of 
Christ, 34 
Harvest abundant, laborers few, 34 
Can reach all through prayers and 
sacrifices, 35 





But distressing problem remains: 
how shall they believe unless they 
hear, 35 

Collaboration of laity necessary, 35 

Four branches of Catholic Action 
should be founded in every parish, 
35 

Supplement them with other organ- 
izations and individuals, 35 

Necessity of training, both intel- 
lectual and spiritual, for these 
auxiliary, 35 

Various ways and manners in which 
these auxiliaries should be used, 
36 


Liberalism 
Penetration into teaching field, 20 


Liturgy, ancient 
Testifies to dogma of the Immaculate 
Conception, 46 


Lourdes 


Confirmation of dogma of Immaculate 
Conception, 43 


Marian Year 
Fulgens corona (Encyclical) Septem- 
ber 8, 1953. (Encore) 

Marian year proclaimed, 43 

Bull Ineffabilis Deus defining Im- 
maculate Conception referred to, 
43 

Miracles at Lourdes a special stamp 

of approval of definition, 43 

Fount of doctrine in Scripture, 44 

Singular privilege of perfect sinless- 
ness because of her dignity as 
Mother of God, 45 

Fitting that Christ should have 
worthy mother, 46 

She was really redeemed by Christ, 
46 

Fathers, Councils, Acts of Roman 
Pontiff, ancient liturgy, Oriental 
Christians testify to this dogma, 
46 

Assumption is crown and comple- 
ment of prior privilege, 47 

This centenary celebration should 
help Christians conform their 
lives to that of Blessed Virgin, 48 

Great need today for these exhorta- 
tions, 48 

Appropriate sermons, special devo- 
tions, pilgrimages encouraged, 50 
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Special objects of prayer: youth, 
domestic life, aged, hungry, ex- 
iled, et al., 51 

Pray particularly for freedom for 
Church, for “Church of Silence,” 
and for those separated by anci- 
ent schism, 51 

Penance should be combined with 
prayer, 53 

So that Mary even as she brought 
forth the Prince of Peace may by 
her perfection and purity bring 
tranquil peace to mankind, 53 

Also referred to in other addresses: 

And the sick, 28 

Radio’s role commended to Virgin 
of Carmel, 18 

Source of Christian renascence, 33 


Marian Year Prayer, 41 


Mary, Blessed Virgin 

Assumption, Immaculate Conception, 
pre-redemption, Divine Maternity, 
model of Christians, source of peace, 
et al. see Marian Year 

Marian Year Prayer, text of, 41 

Model and comfort of sick, 31 

Patronage as Immaculate Virgin in 
television asked, 10 

Patronage as Virgin of Carmel in 
radio asked, 18 

Prayer to Our Lady of Emigrants, 


text of, 72 
Protection of children, 27 
Mass 


Source of spiritual help, 35 
Mental health see Nursing and psychiatry 


Mental hygiene 
In natural and supernatural sphere 
see Nursing and psychiatry 


Mentally ill 
Charitable care needed see Nursing and 
psychiatry 


Missionaries 
Teaching activity in Ibero-America, 21 


Mortification 
And mental health, 56 


Natural law 
Foundation of international law, 65 


New World 
Interest in activities of, 19 





Nursing and psychiatry 
Col sentimento di predilezione (dis- 
course) October 2, 19538. To a group 
of participants in a National Congress 
of Professional Nurses and Assistant 
Health Visitors. (Encore) 
Supernatural charity first and best 
of medicines, 54 
Professional activity a daily means 
of sanctification, 54 
Christian principles guarantee lib- 
erty and respect to the patient, 54 
Need also for ever progressing tech- 
nical knowledge, 54 
The Divine Healer a perfect Model: 
fatherliness, generosity, supreme 
respect for personality and lib- 
erty, 54 
Should also recognize Christ in the 
invalid, 55 
Caring for mentally ill an urgently- 
needed charity, 55 
New methods of prevention and 
cure of mental illness, 55 
Importance of mental health in re- 
ligious and supernatural as well 
as natural sphere, 56 
Church permits proper mortification 
but condemns pseudo-religious 
forms which can disturb mental 
balance, 56 
Conformity with commandments best 
safeguard, 56 
New paths being opened by psychi- 
atry, 56 
Value of personal friendly contact 
with mentally ill, 57 
Nurse’s attitude to directions of 
psychiatrist, 57 
Patient must be considered in four 
ways, 57 
Perfection, balance and harmony of 
human spirit fulfilled in its tend- 
ency toward God, 57 
Hence some methods of cure actu- 
ally harmful, 58 
Guilt feelings and religious repent- 
ance, 58 
Nurse herself should have interior 
serenity and temperate optimism 
developed by exercise of Christian 
virtue, 58 
Spirit of faith necessary, 58 


Nurse’s work serves time and eter- 
nity, 58 
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Oriental Christians 
And doctrine of Immaculate Concep- 
tion, 46 


Papacy 
Judgment on religious and moral ques- 
tions essential, 69 
Declaration of doctrine of the Imma- 
culate Conception, 46 


Parish 
In general see Lenten Message 


Peace 
We are deeply touched (address) Jan- 
uary 18, 1954. As Sir Douglas F. 
Howard presented his credentials as 
Minister from Great Britain to the 
Holy See. 
Courage and unselfish devotion of 
Queen commended, 23 
Peace continues to elude men, 23 
. Justice and charity between peoples 
and classes only true foundation 
for peace, 23 
Also referred to in other addresses: 
Mary as source of, 53 
Requisites for, 53 
Solution foreseen, 71 


Pius XI 
And the motion picture industry, 9 


Positive law 
Function of, 65 


Prayer 
Family, in parishes, 33 
Marian Year Prayer, text of, 41 
Prayer to Our Lady of Emigrants, 
text of, 72 
Special objects of, in Marian Year, 51 


Psychiatry see Nursing and psychiatry 


Psychology and education 
Progress in experimental psychology, 
13 


Radio and the Church 
Amadisimos hijos (radiomessage) Jan- 
uary 11, 1954. To Catholics of Chile 
on the occasion of their Formal In- 
auguration of Radio Chilena. 
Vital importance of radio in battle 
Church wages today, 16 
Church has played great part in 
advancement of science, 16 
Radio should aid in defense of faith 
and fostering of unity, 17 





Radio as means of intelligent teach- 
ing of Church’s doctrine, especi- 
ally her social doctrine, 18 

Special patronage of Virgin of Car- 
mel asked in this Marian Year, 18 


Redemption 
Mary truly redeemed, 46 


Religion 
As existing in a community of sover- 
eign states see Religious toler- 
ance. 


Religious tolerance 
Ci riesce (discourse) December 6, 
1953. To national convention of Ital- 
ian Catholic Jurists. (Encore) 
Relation between peoples and be- 
tween sovereign states growing in 
multiplicity and intensity, 64 
Hence the uniting of sovereign states 
into a juridical community for 
definite juridical ends, 64 
Faith is awakening in higher com- 
munity willed by Creator and 
rooted in unity of man’s common 
origin, nature and final destiny, 
65 
Natural law the foundation of in- 
ternational law, 65 
States can remain sovereign in true 
sense of word even in community 
of nations, 65 
Many problems involved in setting 
up and maintaining such a com- 
munity, 66 
Natural dispositions of individuals, 
peoples, races must be taken into 
account, 66 
The fundamental theoretical prin- 
ciple for dealing with these prob- 
lems is clear but its application 
is difficult, 66 
Possibly the international commu- 
nity will be divided into states 
that are Christian, non-Christian, 
indifferent to religion or even 
professedly atheist, 67 
Some well-defined rule with respect 
to religion and morality will be 
necessary in such a framework, 
67 
Two aspects of this problem to be 
considered, 67 
Obligation of conscience toward ob- 
jective truth and good not a mat- 
ter of discussion and legal ruling, 
67 
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For no authority can positively com- 
mand or positively authorize what 
is contrary to religious truth or 
moral good, 67 

But duty of repressing moral and 
religious error not ultimate norm 
of action, 68 

For in some circumstances tolera- 
tion of error to promote higher 
good is permitted and may be 
even indicated as better policy, 68 

These two basic principles must gov- 
ern any formula for religious and 
moral toleration, 68 

Judgment of Church as expressed 
by the Pope must be sought in 
such matters, 69 

The universal mission of the 
Church: to bind together all men 
in religious unity, 69 

Conflicts are inevitable but Church 
will not vacillate or compromise, 
70 

But out of regard for those in good 
but invincibly erruneous consci- 
ence she tolerates certain things, 
always for higher motives, 70 

This toleration is determined by 
consideration of the common good, 


70 

Concordats an expression of colla- 
boration between Church and 
State, 71 


In principle, that is, in theory the 
Church cannot approve complete 
separation of Church and State, 
71 

Concordats must assure to Church 
stable condition and full indepen- 
dence in fulfillment of her divine 
mission, 71 

When the Church signs concordat 
her signature holds for everything 
contained but not necessarily in 
same way for everything, 71 

Can be either express approval or 
simple tolerance, 71 

Confidence that international com- 
munity can banish danger of war 
and guarantee Church freedom 
of action, 71 


Sacred Scripture 
Fount of doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, 44 


Sanctification, daily 
Professional activity as means of, 54 





Schism 
Intercessory prayer for schismatics 
asked, 52 


Schools 
Good teachers as secret of good 
schools, 20 


Science 
Church’s part in advancement of, 16 
Television a splendid conquest of, 5 


Social doctrine of Church 
Radio as aid in teaching, 18 


Society and education 
Esteem for teaching profession, 11 


Sovereignty of states 
True meaning of, 65 


Spiritual life 
Direct influence on personal activities, 
13 


Suffering, meaning of 
Allorche, docili (radiomessage) Feb- 
ruary 14, 1954. To the sick. 
Divine Providence has special mis- 
sion for the sick, 28 
Dark mystery of suffering to be un- 
derstood in light of cross of 
Christ, 29 
Notion of punishment does not al- 
ways explain suffering, 30 
Even misfortunes of innocent can 
be mysterious manifestation of 
divine glory, 30 
Light of faith necessary, 31 
Sacrifice of sick united to sacrifice 
of Christ will bring many sinners 
back to God, 31 : 
Christ and His Mother are the 
model and comfort of the sick, 31 


Teachers, rights and duties 
Le Giornate Nazionali (discourse) 
January 4, 1954. To national conven- 
tion of Italian Catholic Union of 
Middle-School Teachers. 
Importance of just 
teachers, 11 
Better economic conditions not prin- 
cipal purpose of your union, 12 
Importance of deepening your own 
Christian life, 13 
Teacher should keep abreast of 
pedagogical techniques, 13 
But he must not forget the part 
grace plays in education, 14 


salary for 
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Teacher must work closely with pa- 
rents of his pupils, 14 
Nature of the relation between 
teacher and parent, 15 
Formation of youth a serious re- 
sponsibility, 15 
El especialisimo amor (radiomessage) 
January 12, 1954. To Fifth Inter- 
American Congress on Catholic Edu- 
cation at Havana. 
Special love for youth, 19 
Special interest in all activities of 
new world, 19 
Good schools are the fruit of good 
teachers, 20 
Good teachers require professional 
competency and spiritual forma- 
tion, 20 
Importance of example, 20 
Dangers of liberalism and laicism 
in education, 20 
Church is ever conscious of cultural 
mission which accompanies its re- 
ligious message, 21 
The aim of the great missionaries 
of Ibero-America: to form a 
single people, 21 
Importance of methods, cooperation 
by families and follow-up, 21 
Peace and optimism are your moti- 
vating spirit, 22 


Teaching, methods 
Importance of, 21 


Technical knowledge 
Importance of advances in, 54 


Television 
I rapidi progressi (letter) January 1, 
1954. To Italian hierarchy. 
Television destined to have a pro- 
found influence on public and 
private life, 5 
This conquest of science is another 
manifestation of God’s greatness 
and obliges us to gratitude, 5 
Should play important role in mak- 
ing truth ever clearer, 6 
Provides whole family with oppor- 
tunity for diversion together, 6 
Can provide greater mutual under- 
standing and cooperation among 
peoples, 6 





Its part in spread of Gospel and 
Christian education, 6 

But not free from dangers, 7 

Differs from theater and cinema, 7 

Intimately bound up with education 
of youth and sanctity of home, 7 

Duty of public authorities to take 
precautions, 7 

Normal vigilance not sufficient, 8 

Pretended rights of absolute free- 
dom of art groundless, 8 

Need for judicious norms, 8 

Influence of the laity in Catholic 
Action is essential, 8 

Lack or weakness of reaction among 
good people helps spread immo- 
rality, 9 

Considerations of Pius XI concern- 


ing the motion picture industry 
recalled, 9 


Preparation of television program 
important, 9 
Urgently necessary to form in faith- 


ful right conscience regarding use 
of television, 10 


Patronage of Immaculate Virgin in- 
voked, 10 


Travel agents 


The business mission (discourse) Oc- 
tober 29, 1953. To delegates attending 
a convention Rome of the American 
Society of Travel Agents. (Encore) 


Travel agent’s service has place of 
honor among social developments 
of our time, 60 


In terms of dedication, vocation, 
apostleship, and of the skill and 
counsel required, travel agents 
have a profession, 60 


Travel for humans is part of their 
quest for personal fulfillment, 61 


Travel agent has serious respon- 
sibilities under divine and human 
law, 62 


Traveller abroad has no license for 
luxurious or dissipated living, 62 

Traveller must not be exploited, but 
those who serve him have right 
to adequate payment, 62 

Traveller must not be wilfully ex- 
posed to occasions of sin, 62 
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Each agent can do much to raise 
the moral standards of the pro- 
fession, 62 


Agreement of all on a Code of fair 
Practice would be a happy devel- 
opment and one rich in promise 
for the cause of spiritual unity 
in world, 62 





United States 
Charity toward world’s poor, 37 
Generosity of children, 26 


Youth 
Education influenced by television, 7 
Intercessory prayer for, asked, 51 
Responsibility for formation of, 15 
Special interest in youth problems, 19 
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